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FLEET &  DISTRICT U3A 
Between Times 

 
 

All Members 

If any member wishes to  

contribute  an article, thought, 

photograph or whatever then 

please feel free to do so. 

Mid Sept 

2020 
Paddy’s Piece 
Since I last wrote, we have had a very 
successful Group Leaders’ meeting on 
September 11th via Zoom. There were 
over 70 Group Leaders on the call which 
just demonstrates their commitment to running their 
groups in spite of the very confusing times in which we 
live. Inevitably, there have been several changes to the 
rules and advice around Covid-19 since the GLs’ 
meeting so we have been trying to keep everyone up-
dated as soon as we hear anything new. As I write, we 
are waiting for the next edition of advice from the team 
at the Third Age Trust (TAT) who are doing an excellent 
job in clarifying the changes in government rules as they 
apply to U3As in each of the four home countries.  
The ‘Rule of Six’ remains in place, at the moment, and 
governs any meeting we might organise. Some of the 
venues we use in Fleet are opening and hoping that we 
might make use of them again. Many of them have had 
no income since March. The Committee have decided to 
set up a few pilot groups where GLs are willing to visit 
their venue, find out what is required of them and their 
group, complete a risk assessment and let us know they 
are prepared to start up again. We have had some in-
terest from GLs in the pilot scheme already, so let’s 
hope the latest changes to the rules still allow us to go 
ahead with some of these pilots.   
The Committee has also decided to go ahead with our 
AGM in November, as it stands in the current pro-
gramme of events. The Charity Commission have 
agreed that U3As can conduct virtual AGMs during the 
pandemic because of the impossibility of finding a ven-
ue large enough to be quorate, Covid safe and meet the 
current rules on maximum numbers. Our AGM will 
therefore be conducted virtually, via a Zoom call, on 
Wednesday November 18th. The Committee will be 
planning this call very carefully, following the very help-
ful advice from TAT. Both Alan Jones, our Secretary, and 
I have attended a virtual training course to help us to 
plan and chair an online AGM. The ‘paperwork’ will be 
arriving by email (and post for those without an email 
address) in good time. It will be possible to join the 
meeting from a landline telephone where you will be 
able to hear all that is said, so no one should feel left 
out. 
Of course, having written about all these recent devel-
opments, everything could change in a moment if cases 
of Covid-19 continue to increase in the community. 
Please be careful, look after each other and keep safe.                                 
        Paddy  

Find us on Facebook 
Fleet U3A has its own Facebook page. Our 

page on Facebook can be found by enter-

ing “Fleet U3A” in the search box at the 

top of a Facebook page. You will need 

your membership number to see it and 

join in.   

Your Fleet U3A Commitee 
In normal times two of the officers of our U3A 
Committee, Chair and Secretary, would be due to 
end their 3 year term. However, these are ex-
traordinary times. 
There is a clause in our Constitution which allows 
the current incumbent to continue if no-one 
steps forward. The committee has decided to ask 
those officers to stay another year, they have 
generously agreed. 
Two of our Committee members, John Gaw-
thorpe and Carol Howlett, have agreed to act as 
co Vice Chair, as well as their existing roles, in 
order give additional support to our Chair to ena-
ble her to continue in the role for the time being. 
As a Committee we believe that the continuity 
and certainty this brings will enable us to best 
serve our members. We also feel that a hando-
ver at this time would be difficult for a new com-
mittee member taking on these complex roles. 
Our sincere thanks go to Paddy Powell and Alan 
Jones for agreeing to maintain for the time being 
their crucial role in the wellbeing of our U3A. 
                         Carol Howlett 
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Creative Writing 2 
We asked both groups to provide stories with a word count not exceeding 100 words (excluding the title) 
for our display at the U3A Day, planned for earlier this summer.  Here are some of the contributions from 
CW2. 
 
The Consultations © Elizabeth Dalling 
Summoned by a call from the new doctor taking over their cases, ten people sat, two metres apart, in a 
room of the rarely-used furniture store - the only space the hospital had available in the current crisis - to 
hear the anxiously awaited results of their recent tests.   One by one they were called in to the small make
-shift office and one by one they emerged with smiles of relief, and left the building.   After the last one 
had gone, Alex opened the office door and, with a satisfied smile, removed his white coat, revealing his 
porter’s uniform underneath. 
 
Danger  © Andrew Robinson 
Dad was frantic to discover what had alarmed little Duncan, who was trying to prevent him from looking 

behind the rocks at the end of the beach. The boy’s shouts became hysterical as the object came into 

view; a sphere, some 6 feet in diameter, its scabbed, rusty surface covered in spikes.  

“Wow, it certainly is dangerous”, said Dad. “It’s a mine, left over from the war; they were used to blow up 

ships and are full of explosive.”  

Duncan calmed down. “Is that all? I thought it was one of those Coronavirus thingies we see on the telly”.  

 
At the Corona Salon © Caroline Jauncey 
Snip, snip, snip.  Oh no! The right side is shorter than the left.   
Snip, snip, snip.  Now the left side is shorter than the right.  
Snip, snip, snip.  Well, at least I can see my eyebrows now.   
How on earth do I cut round the back?  I know, I can sit with my back to a mirror with another mirror in 
front of me.  Awkward, but here goes. 

Chop, chop, chop.  Gosh, there’s an awful lot of hair on the floor.   

Daily walk?  I need my hat!! 
Top of my list after this lockdown is a visit to the hairdresser! 
 
Under the Station Clock © Sheila Morling 
Meet me under the station clock on Friday at 6.30, my train arrives at 6.15.  Can’t wait to see you!   
After thirty years?  Eve felt very excited.  Had she worn well?  They had been called ‘the beautiful couple’ 
at Uni.  Well, she hadn’t put on much weight and still had lovely hair, if lighter than before. 
Eve waited nervously with her newly coiffed hair and the dress she had changed into at work.  
“Eve, my darling!”  That seductive voice!  She turned to see a plump, bald, red-faced man approach her 
with outstretched arms. 
 
Creative Writing 2 has vacancies;  contact details are in the programme.   Beverley Carpenter 

 AMENDMENT to FleetU3A Quizzing 
Please note that the retirement of Brian Robinson, 
announced in the last newsletter, related to re-
tirement from our internal Fleet U3A annual quiz. 
Our other quizzes will continue to be brilliantly 
run as usual (Covid permitting).   
      Carol Howlett 
 

Groups Meeting online and on Zoom 
During the emergency some groups are managing 

to continue using innovative means to meet, in-

cluding Zoom.  If there is a group you would like 

to join, don’t just assume it is not running, con-

tact the Group Leader to see if anything is hap-

pening. On the Fleet U3A Web Site it is “Contact 

Us” instead of Group Leader on the main groups 

details page.  
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When will we meet again? 
That’s a question that has been at the front of the mind since March, whether referring to family, friends, 
U3A groups or even our much missed monthly meetings. 
You’ll not need me to spell out the frustrations of the last six months, suffice it to say that I’m getting fed up 
of the light at the end of the tunnel repeatedly showing itself to be an approaching train. 
One genuinely bright moment was Maurice’s superb YouTube presentation on the history of cinema in the 
area. I wonder how many of you watching Doctor Zhivago on Sunday 20th had a quiet smile when watching 
the ‘ice house’ scenes. Many of the TV listings referred to these scenes, none gave away the secret. 
I’m pleased to be able to reveal that Maurice is working on another contribution, which promises to be as 
good as the first. Once again we plan to present it to you via YouTube, the benefit being that you can view, 
pause, rewind and enjoy the piece at your leisure. On the other hand I know many of you miss the chance 
which Zoom affords to be more a part of the proceedings: future virtual monthly meetings will be in Zoom 
format.  
I am in the process of coaxing some of our speakers on the 2020-21 calendar to dip a toe into the virtual 
world. I’m a novice myself, but fortunately there is now considerable ‘Zooming’ expertise shared by mem-
bers of our hard working committee, so I am being well supported. 
Before that, another treat is in the final days of editing. As I write the unwelcome impact of a flickering fluo-
rescent light is bedevilling our efforts, but I live in hope. When we make the finished version available to 
you, it’s another must see, believe me.                    John Gawthorpe, Monthly Meeting Sec. 

Is your U3A membership record complete and up to date? 
The information we use to contact you by email, phone or post is all kept in our Membership System 
called Beacon.  If any of the information is incorrect or out of date you may not get details of what is go-
ing on in U3A… 
There is a section in your membership record for ‘Emergency Contact’ information.  If ever there was an 
incident where you fell ill or were injured during a U3A activity, this could be used by a Group Leader to 
contact a family member or friend.  You should also write the same ‘Emergency Contact’ information on 
the reverse of your Membership card.  Please enter the contact name and a mobile or home phone num-
ber. 
To log into Beacon ……..   go to http://tinyurl.com/FleetBeacon  or via the link on our website 
www.fleetu3a.org.uk  under Membership/Update Your Details.  You will need to enter: 
Membership Number  –   four digit numeric 
Forename                      --  lowercase leading capital 
Surname                        --   lower case leading capital 
Postcode                        --  Upper case with one space between parts 
Email address                --  all lower case  
If you can’t log in it after a few goes this will be because something you enter does not agree with what is 
held in the Beacon system.  In that case email beaconadmin@fleetu3a.org.uk for assistance. 
Beacon and Group Leaders 
We already have around 30 Group Leaders using Beacon to manage their Groups.  If you are a Group 
Leader and don’t yet use Beacon you are missing out on an easy way to manage and communicate with 
your Group Members.   
Basic details for all Groups are already kept within Beacon, all you need to do is use an easy process to 
add your members to the group information already there.  You can then email all your group members 
easily with blind copy taken care of automatically by the system. 
You will also be able to see all the telephone numbers, mobile numbers and Emergency Contact details of 
your group members (if these have been provided).   You can download and print these group member 
details in case they are ever needed at your meetings. 
A Group Ledger is also available to keep track of any monies paid in or out by the group during the year.  
This simple ledger is completely independent from the financial ledgers used by the Treasurer and is 
purely for group use. 
If you are interested in finding out more email beaconadmin@fleetu3a.org.uk and I will email you back a 
presentation that illustrates how easy the system is to use.           Alan Jones, Secretary 

http://tinyurl.com/FleetBeacon
http://www.fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:beaconadmin@fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:beaconadmin@fleetu3a.org.uk
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Creative Writing—The Potting Shed 
MK: Mary was desperately worried that someone in her creative writing group would discover her secret. 
LW: She was convinced that Donald had been giving her knowing winks across the table; had someone 
spilled the beans? 
JL: It had all started in her potting shed. 
MG: Mary was keen to start growing passion flowers. 
JS: No matter how hard she tried though, the young plants always shrivelled up and died. 
MAG: Perhaps she should give up and concentrate her efforts on the cannabis plants. 
CR: Finally, she had given in to the temptation and was spending many hours of each day in a drugged stu-
por. It just felt so good and relaxing. Her view of any news that she heard on the radio or watched on the 
telly no longer shook her outlook on life.     
MG:  Puffing contentedly on the old pipe that had belonged to her father, she drowsily watched a bumble 
bee crawling over the plants.    ‘I wonder if bees can get high?  That would make for interesting honey; 
maybe I could go in for bee-keeping.’  
‘It would, wouldn’t it?’ said a voice behind her.  She hadn’t realised that she had been speaking aloud.  She 
looked round and saw Donald watching her over the fence. 
LW: ‘Hey, Don, good to see you,’ she purred, not in the least phased by his sudden appearance. ‘Fancy a 
puff?’ she laughed out loud at the unintentional double entendre. 
‘No thanks Mary,’ he replied choosing to acknowledge the pipe smoking and not the other meaning. 
‘However, I do have a proposition for you, walk this way.’ ‘If I walked that way I'd be in all kinds of trouble,’ 
she shrieked as she followed his bobbing head along to the end of the garden fence. 
MG: ‘Do come into my potting shed,’ grinned Donald and he moved a slightly loose panel of fencing, allow-
ing her to enter his garden. 
‘If I didn’t know you better Don, I’d now be thinking you had ungentlemanly designs on me,’ she giggled. 
‘Not at all Mary, but I thought you’d like to see how my passion flowers are coming along and I also want-
ed to show you my other latest interest,’ and he pointed proudly to his new beehives. ‘Perhaps we could 
do a bit of experimenting together?’ he asked winking! 
MAG: Mary could hear someone calling her name repeatedly.  Each time a little louder than the last. She 
opened her eyes, squinting in the bright sunlight to find her husband bending over her. ‘For God’s sake 
Mary you’ve got to give this stuff up.  I’ve been trying to rouse you for five minutes.  And who the hell is 
Donald?’ 
‘Donald?’ queried Mary. 
‘Yes Donald. You kept repeating his name.’ 
‘You know Donald. He lives next door.’ 
‘No he doesn’t.  We’ve got Fred and Alice on one side and John and Carol on the other. Look, I’m confis-
cating that pipe and making you a coffee and then perhaps you’ll talk some sense.’ 
‘I think I must have been dreaming,’ Mary offered between sips of the strong bitter drink. ‘Donald’s in my 
creative writing group.’ 
‘Well that’s a relief.  I thought you’d found yourself a fancy man.   
‘Don’t be daft darling,’ but then she recalled Donald’s knowing winks at their last meeting and smiled. 
 
Key to contributors: MK Margaret Keeley, LW Lynda Wakeling, JL Jill Low, MG Madeline Griffiths, JS Jean 
Stephenson, MAG Margaret Garrod, CR Chris Stephenson 

Visits Update 
Visits as you know had no trips booked till Sonning Mill in January. We have just been informed that Son-
ning Mill are not performing ‘Top Hat’ till October 2021.  
Torquay is still going ahead and members are really looking forward to it, even though they may be sub-
jected to my jokes. 
Hopefully in the spring things may get back to some sort of new ‘normal’ and we will be looking at visiting 
some of the venues that were cancelled this year. We may even play catch up and put on 2 visits a 
month, so watch this space and the web. Any ideas for trips you may have will be welcome. 
Hope to see you all on the next trip when ever that may be, meanwhile keep safe and well. 
                       Carole Matthews 
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The Browns Play Golf 
When our son was eleven, at the start of the summer holidays, we moved to a house bordering the mu-
nicipal golf course on a new “executive estate.” Just a posh way of saying these cost a fortune! The course 
was not quite the standard of the nearby Woburn course, but it was pretty good quality. 
So Mike and Dave decided to join. I did participate in this venture for a very short period of time, but after 
hacking my way round a par 5 hole in 25 strokes, I decided I could find better things to do with my time, 
and sort of got an inkling I was considered a nuisance. 
Mike remained on the standard handicap of 24, and although not brilliant, he loved it. Dave started on a 
36 handicap, and during the six weeks holiday he got down to an 18.He became dedicated, and soon 
reached a 5 handicap. 
Every morning he would be up at 5 am, practicing before people had risen from bed, never mind getting 
as far as the first hole. As a mother, it was wonderful to have a son so dedicated, out of my way most of 
the day and out of trouble - or so I thought!! Watch out for future developments. 
He, with a few other boys from the club, would enter boys’ tournaments, ferried about by proud dads, 
keen at the opportunity to enter the hallowed grounds and portals of these hallowed places. They were 
particularly impressed to see Nick Faldo’s name engraved on one trophy. 
One afternoon, glancing out of the French windows in the dining room, there Dave was, looking angelic 
and determined, practicing his swing. However, the garden wasn’t enormous, and he was facing towards 
the French windows. 
I tapped on the window, indicating my desire, nay, order, for him to turn to face next door’s garage wall, 
which was adjoining our back garden. He was never rude, but I wasn’t too impressed with the eye rolling! 
I then got on with things that mothers do, like cooking, cleaning, the sort of mundane activity that keeps 
life just rolling along. 
The next time I was in the dining room, a very different sight met my eyes. Standing stock still, arms akim-
bo, in an almost catatonic state was my son, minus club. “Where’s the club?” I shouted, but he was too 
shocked to speak, and just pointed heavenwards. 
Into the garden I went, thinking it’s probably on the garage roof, and there is no way I’m going up there to 
find it. Our neighbour had a back garden like  Trumpton, full of twee sheds and greenhouses. “Did you 
hear anything breaking, or worse still, anyone yelping,” 
Still dumbstruck, he shook his head. 
I’ll sort this out,” I bravely said, fortunately being on good terms with the neighbours. I marched along our 
drive, only to be met by the sight of three people on the pavement outside a house THREE DOORS down 
from us. All three were in a similar catatonic state as Dave had been, riveted to the spot, mouths agape. 
Jill, our neighbour was saying goodbye to friends who were getting into their car. in between the three of 
them was the offending golf club. Dave must have had one heck of a swing - the club had gone over the 
garage roof, the roof of next door’s chalet bungalow and onto the pavement of the house next door to 
them 
How it missed three people is a mystery - Dave could have easily ended up in a young offender’s institu-
tion, instead of university. I carefully remove the offending article, apologised profusely and headed 
home. My instinct was to tell him to lie  low for a few days, but common sense and civic duty took hold, 
and so, once recovered, he did the round of mea culpa. 
I bet Nick Faldo and Justin Rose’s mums never had this trouble!     Sylvia Brown 

Programme Amendment  
Reluctantly the Committee have concluded that neither the Quiz Challenge, scheduled for Friday 
23rd October nor the Christmas Lunch on 4th December 2020 will be able to go ahead this year. I will 
definitely miss the lovely food and the company of the amiable and highly competitive quiz teams. 
              Carol Howlett 

Subject: Absolute Rubbish 
Scientists say that one day we'll be able to live on Mars.  Absolute rubbish! I tried it for a month.  
I put on a stone and got type 2 diabetes!         
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Chair      
  

Paddy Powell           chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Secretary    
  

Alan Jones        secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Treasurer    
  

Neil Morley        treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Membership Sec  
  

Fiona Godfrey          memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Group Leaders’  
Liaison Sec  
  

Stephen Grosvenor  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Events Sec    
  

Carol Howlett           events@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Webmaster    
  

Chris Porter          webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Monthly Meetings 
Sec   
  

John Gawthorpe      meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Newsletter    
  

Sandy Redman         news@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Enquiries    Jan Glasscock           enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Programme Sec  Fiona Godfrey          programme@fleetu3a.org.uk   

Minutes Sec        Barbara Jones         minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Venues Sec     Barbara Jones         venues@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Outreach Sec     Jenny Teagle       outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk  

COMMITTEE 

EMAILS 

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS BEFORE 9 a.m.  
OR AFTER 5 p.m.  

Fleet U3A Web site 
Our website provides a wealth of information on 

our U3A’s activities for members and the Public 

but can also be a place where members can share 

their own U3A news, thoughts and experiences. 

Contributions will be welcome on any relevant top-

ic, but especially about how you have been contin-

uing to live, laugh and learn during this strange 

year.  Let us know if you loved or hated lockdown 

and how you coped, maybe tell us your gardening 

or DIY successes or disasters. Have you learnt 

something new, discovered new local walks, made 

new friends?  Are there any local sources of help 

you can share? Please send photos, stories and any 

memes you have found especially funny.  Group 

Leaders, tell us how your group has continued to 

meet, share some of its work, and share experienc-

es using Zoom. 

Have you tried any of the activities suggested on 

the website, visited as virtual art gallery or muse-

um, attended one of the Army Flying Museum’s 

monthly lectures?  Do let us know how it was. 

If you send photos showing identifiable people, or 

mention anyone’s personal details, please remem-

ber to confirm that you have their consent to pub-

lication.                                                   Chris Porter                                                                                                          

webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk                                                                                                                                                              

IMPOSSIBILITIES IN THE WORLD 
1) You can't count your hair. 

2) You can't wash your eyes with soap. 

3) You can't breathe through your nose when 

your tongue is out. 

Put your tongue back in your mouth, you silly per-

son. 

 

Ten (10) things I know about you. 
1) You are reading this. 

2) You are human. 

3) You can't say the letter ''P'' without separating 

your lips. 

4) You just attempted to do that. 

6) You are laughing at yourself. 

7) You have a smile on your face and you skipped 

No. 5. 

8) You just checked to see if there is a No. 5. 

9) You laugh at this because you are a fun loving 

person & everyone does it too.  

       John Abbot 

See if you can figure out what these sev-
en words all have in common? 

1. Banana 
2. Dresser 
3. Grammar 
4. Potato 
5. Revive 
6. Uneven 
7. Assess 
Give it another try… 

Answer 

In all of the words listed, if you take the first 

letter, place it at the end of the word, and then 

spell the word backwards, it will be the same 

word. 

Thank you to John Abbot for this gem. 

mailto:webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk

