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FLEET &  DISTRICT u3a  
           Newsletter 

 

All Members 

If any member wishes to  

contribute  an article, 

thought, photograph or what-

ever then please feel free to do 

February 

2021 

 Chat From the Chair  
It’s all becoming a bit tedious 
now, isn’t it? Sitting here, looking 
out at the snow, I can’t wait to 
see the daffodils and trees in bud 
to know that spring is here again. 
Even lockdown feels better in the 
sunshine. 
I am sure you are still finding plenty to do in the 
virtual world with your u3a groups. We are so for-
tunate to have such a wide choice of activities. I 
hope you were one of the 200 or so members who 
attended the January Monthly Meeting via Zoom 
where we were enthralled by Bernard who knew 
so much about Gilbert and Sullivan. Don’t worry if 
you missed it as you can catch up on YouTube with 
the members’ only link already sent to you. 
During my introduction to our speaker, I men-
tioned that we have a plan to attract new mem-
bers to our u3a. One of the key actions in the plan 
is to set up new and inventive groups to entice 
them to join. One volunteer has stepped up to the 
challenge already so I have sent a list of ideas to 
her. Initially, most of the suggested groups can be 
set up via Zoom and can then transition, or not, to 
meeting in a venue. All of the suggestions are co-
learning groups where the GL and members learn 
together and no one is an expert. We have the 
support, advice and funding available to start a 
group we just need volunteers to offer their time. 
Who will be next? 
Since we are familiar with spending time online 
and may be reluctant to join in with large groups 
in the future, your committee are considering a 
change to our constitution. This change would en-
able us to conduct our AGMs via Zoom (or any vid-
eo conferencing provider) as we did in November 
or a hybrid mixture of an ‘in person’ and virtual 
meeting. To make any change we would need to 
hold an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM). An 
EGM is planned and conducted like an AGM so you 
may be receiving notifications soon. 
Mentioning the AGM, reminds me that several of 
our committee members are nearing their ‘best 
before’ dates, me included, and the committee will 
need new people with fresh ideas and energy to 
enable our u3a to become even more amazing in 
the future. You know what to do…   
                           Paddy 

 

Heads up for Group Leaders 
PROGRAMME INPUT FOR 2021 
 As we emerge from lockdowns and vaccinations 
your Committee is readying itself for a return to 
‘Covid19-free’ activities later this year. There-
fore, the Fleet u3a Programme Secretary, Andy 
Kirk, will shortly be coming to Group Leaders to 
ask for their proposed dates for the Academic 
Year programme for 2021-2 starting next Sep-
tember.                      Andy Kirk 

Monthly Meetings  

Last February after Alan Grace on the history of 
Berlin, we were anticipating Colin Gray MBE 
sharing his enthusiasm for Fleet Pond. March 
was to feature ‘In search of Elgar’ by Richard 
Wigram. How distant that world seems now. 
Undaunted, we re-invented ourselves. First over 
YouTube, lately over Zoom.  
I know Bernard Lockett’s introduction to the 
heritage of Gilbert and Sullivan went down a 
storm, and have happily told him so. Many of 
you will already know that Sir Arthur Sullivan, as 
a guest at Booth (aka Boon) Farm, wrote the 
music of Yeoman of the Guard. This building, 
now Stanton Lodge, stands nearly opposite the 
former police station. 
Treats to come include a talk on Gilbert White 
and an illustrated lecture, ‘Wildlife on your 
doorstep’. If you know of other interesting 
speakers, please share their details.                                                                         
         John Gawthorpe 

Your u3a Needs You 
Can you help by letting us know what Groups 

you would like to see or activities that might be 

set up.   See page 5 for more information. 
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Philosophy Group 2  
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month. We have met, by Zoom, on five occasions since Septem-
ber. While our numbers have been small – up to seven - we have discussed and debated topics covering: 
 Covid 19 - the world’s reaction to it compared to Spanish Flu in 1918 
 Common sense - why and where has it gone in the modern world  
 Moral and value sets in the new Woke world 
 Tribalism & the end of democracy 
 The past and modern anti-science movement and drivers behind it. 
Debates are always lively but we do miss Joan’s company and her coffee and chocolate biscuits! 
                           Richard Franklin 

Art 12 
As Group Leader of Art 12 I am pleased to report that several of the group members are participating in 
our Zoom sessions. In fact last Monday, we had 10 members meeting up on laptops, Ipads, and comput-
ers. To think that 12 months ago I hadn’t even heard of Zoom. 
I have given them simple painting projects to improve our understanding of the essentials of composi-
tion, tonal values and colours mixing and tried to do a couple of watercolour demo’s to explain some vis-
ual aspects of landscape. 
Each session, members  (that wish to), show their work for the others to appreciate and critique. 
Painting is a solitary hobby and several members live on their own, so meeting on Zoom to see their 
friends and discuss a common interest is valuable for health and well-being. 
Here are a few examples of the diverse nature of watercolour by some of 

the group.  

Roundup from the Groups  
Ukulele Groups 

 The weekly Geoff & Sue's Strum-A-Long and Brian's Fingerstyle Zoom Groups are continuing, along with a 
bi weekly New Beginners Group, so everyone has the opportunity to continue learning, playing and having 
fun while keeping the arm muscles in peak condition in readiness for the vaccine. One recent comment is 
that the Strum A Long has one other significant benefit - it's a reminder that it's Thursday - and after 40 or 
so afternoon sessions it has become a very much precious and rewarding regular day in all the Covid 
gloom. A small side group to try out new songs and arrangements and another, putting together a multi-
part classical instrumental ensemble, are both on the back burner as they unfortunately required too 
much face to face interaction. A much expanded Songbook however is nearing completion and should be 
rolled out soon. Zoom has certainly allowed us to not only continue with what we enjoy doing most but 
also seeing and interacting with many of our members that we would not otherwise have seen for a year 
by the end of this current lockdown. It has been a life saver and will continue to be used until - [C]We'll 
meet a-[E7]gain, don't know [A7]where, don't know [Aaug]when, but I [D7]know we'll meet a-[G7]gain 
some sunny [C]day.                                     Richard Fielding 
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Line Dancing—Groups 1 & 2 
After many emails and phone calls between the two Group Leaders, Diane and Janice, and Arron our 

Dance Instructor, it was decided that we would try Line Dancing via Zoom and although not everyone fan-

cied participating, by the time we got started in mid November we had about 18 members from the two 

groups strutting about while trying to keep eyes on the screen, which is quite difficult when we have to 

turn to face different walls, as we don’t have eyes in the backs of our heads !!  It was then that we realised 

how we miss having our fellow dancers around us to follow, but it has proved to be successful, good fun 

and something to keep us motivated during these difficult times. 

Our Tutor has been very gentle with us by reminding us of the steps before putting the music on, and we 
manage to enjoy an hours dancing, each in our lounge, dining room, sun lounge, utility room or where ev-
er we have the space.  Steps are modified to cope with our smaller spaces but at the end of the hour we 
all feel better for the exercise.  Who knows, we might be dancing in the garden or on our patios when the 
weather gets warmer, or better still, back in our venues with all our dance colleagues. 
Keep moving, keep safe and keep smiling ……….                  Diane Cook  
 

German – Intermediate 
The group has been going strong for a good number of years now. We are a mixed bunch, consisting of 
those who have lived or worked in German-speaking countries, some who may be partly German, and 
those who simply enjoyed German at school and/or university. The group has been led for the last 10 
years or so by Fleet resident and mother-tongue German speaker Karin Robinshaw, whose resourceful-
ness, imagination and humour has made the weekly class very enjoyable and stimulating for its dozen or 
so participants.  However, at the end of 2020, after 10 years’ service, Karin hung up her teacher’s hat for a 
well-deserved retirement and the group was faced with the challenge of how to go forward without her. 
Karin’s “teaching assistant” has been a German publication called “Deutsch Perfekt”, a magazine dedicat-
ed to improving the reader’s understanding of and fluency in German, by means of written articles, vocab-
ulary notes and various exercises. Themes of these articles range from topical issues such as working from 
home, environmental damage (“A Life without Plastic”, “A Year in the Arctic”) and marriage break-up, so-
cial history stories (“The First Waldorf Schools” and the story of Haribo) and many aspects of German cul-
ture, as well as a large section on language usage topics.  
With the guidance of our Group Secretary and input from other group members we are continuing to find 
plenty of interesting subjects in “Deutsch Perfekt” to read and discuss, which often leads us into other, 
broader conversations – or amusing anecdotes!  All in German of course.     
I joined just a couple of months ago (and on Zoom, naturally– in the current situation) and it has been 
great fun. I look forward to meeting everyone face-to-face one day in the not-too-distant future. 
                Maureen Jackson 

Philosophy Groups 1, 2 and 3 
Members of Philosophy groups 1, 2 and 3 have been holding monthly Zoom meetings. We have discussed 
the nature of philosophy, the existence of God, right and wrong, the treatment of non-human animals, the 
nature of knowledge, and political systems. Future topics include the philosophy of mind, and aesthetics. 
While we were meeting in person, the three groups were full, but we have room for two or three more at 
our Zoom meetings. If you are interested, please contact me at <baralbion@gmail.com>    Barrie England 

MOTO 2 
A few of us attended a Christmas Fair in Farnham on 11th December and managed a couple of walks in 
December - all socially distanced as required. We have just met up on zoom again this week and have de-
cided to have a weekly zoomed meeting on Wednesday mornings at 11am instead of the twice monthly 
ones. We all feel that we need to do everything we can to keep our spirits up in this current lockdown dur-
ing the worst of our winter months. Members are looking forward to having the vaccine, but no-one has 
been called up yet.                     Jacqueline Bignell 

Grumpy Old Men  
We meet every two weeks on Zoom.  We chat about current events, funny stories, quiz etc.  and have 
plenty of laughter. We have regular membership of 11 members. Other u3a members welcome.  
                                                   Ian Stephenson 

mailto:baralbion@gmail.com
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Health and Wellbeing  
We resumed meetings in September 2020 using the Zoom format although it has to be said that neither 

of us were very proficient with that, so we greatly appreciated the help of Alan Jones. It goes without say-

ing that the overriding thread of all our meetings has been Covid19 and we always have updates.  

For our September meeting I gave an overview of the current vaccine development situation and Richard 

detailed antiviral treatments showing some clinical promise against post Covid19 infection.  

For our October meeting, we had a presentation from Julia Knight from Lyme Disease UK  in which she 

described the signs and symptoms of being bitten by an infected tick, how to remove the parasite and the 

necessity for early intervention to ensure further debilitating conditions did not manifest.  

In November Dr Alex Armstrong (retired GP from Andover) gave a very erudite presentation on the Span-

ish Influenza of 1919, its similarity to the present pandemic and tales of virus hunters digging up corpses 

in the arctic tundra to isolate the virus. Alex also outlined the benefits of taking vitamin D3 supplements 

to assist the immune system in combating infection.  

For our Christmas meeting usually, we usually provide sherry and mince pies, but we had to rely on virtual 

images for that! But we did have an excellent presentation from our own Dr Keith Munday discussing 

medical screening in later life. He highlighted the benefits of detecting problems early, often before 

symptoms arise given that early diagnosis can mean treatment is more effective reducing the risk of de-

veloping the condition or its complications. Our second speaker was Claire James a registered dietician 

giving an overview of nutrition in later life, its role in maintaining good health and how certain require-

ments for nutrients might change as we age plus a few top tips on what to eat to get through the winter 

in good shape.  

At our next meeting we have a presentation from Heather Mantle on the role of physiotherapy in later 

life and how it may be particularly valuable for conditions affecting older people. 

The Corona19 vaccine has started to be distributed which I am sure will bring great relief to our members. 

On immunisation you may experience a slight fever,  reddening and swelling at the site of injection this is 

quite normal. If we can also stress that it takes between 12 and 14 days for immunity to be protective 

             Stuart Williams / Richard Franklin 

Creative Writing 
This month’s story comes from CW 2. We would be able to accommodate two or three more members if 
anyone reading this would like to join us.  We have a lot of fun and this story had us all laughing as we 
gradually got the point!! 
CHECKMATE by Keith Woodley 
Other than its grid-like street pattern, ours is a typical English village.  We have an Inn at each end of the 
High Street and not one, but two places of worship; a fine old Anglican church near the centre and an 
evangelical chapel a short distance away. Everyone is expected to know their place. The clergy, between 
the two of them, can go everywhere in the village. Equally the proprietors of the Castle Inn and The Rook, 
if they keep straight, can roam where they like.   
 More eccentric are our two knights of the realm. They can never take the straightforward route, but in 
their way are just as influential. Undoubted leader of the pack is Rex. He seldom moves far and is a one 
step at a time person. Not like his wife Queenie, who dashes all over the village carrying out his er-
rands. Beware anyone who gets in her way. What about me and other village residents. We often feel we 
are mere pawns in their game. We keep our heads down and get on with our business, one step at a 
time.  
 As I began to settle into village life, it became apparent that all the rushing about may not be as random 
as would first appear. Rex was up to something and the rest of us were being used in his master plan. It 
was difficult to question anything. Any challenge or threat brought one of the others rushing to his de-
fence.  Indeed several newcomers had suddenly disappeared never to be seen again. The two Innkeepers 
kept their eyes on the whole village. If they or either of the two clergy were not able to deal with an inter-
loper, Sir Ken or Sir Steven popped up from around a corner to do what was necessary.  
 What was Rex’s plan? Was there any way I could thwart him? Rex wanted to dominate the whole vil-
lage. In his world there could only be one top man. But there might be a way he could be beaten. Cont page 5 
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I certainly wanted to. For the time being it had to be head down, be patient and take just one step at a 
time. Most importantly do not let Rex or his acolytes see where I was heading.  
 The pattern of the days, indeed of the weeks and months, were set by the church clock. Sometimes sev-
eral events would happen in quick succession to be followed by a long pause, while Rex pondered the 
next move. Usually he had his way, probably because of the unquestioning support of the other villag-
ers. Sometimes though he did suffer a setback. On one dramatic occasion, after a flurry of activity, the 
Rook Inn closed and Sir Ken and several villagers totally disappeared from the scene. Even so, overall 
events seemed inexorably to be moving his way. No outsider could match the stunning influence of his 
wife helped by his other cronies. I kept to my plan. It felt as if someone was guiding my every move. For 
now head down, avoid any dramatic confrontation and move forward one pace at a time. 
 So here I now stood, just one step from my goal. I had received a message to say that a package was 
awaiting me at the Post Office. Even as I went to cross the road, the Reverend bore down on me. Was all 
lost? Rex was stood at the other end of the high street involved in a heated confrontation with a 
stranger. Just as I was about to be grabbed, Rex urgently shouted out for help. My would-be assailant im-
mediately dashed to his defence.  
 Now it was my move. I crossed the road, entered the Post Office to collect the official looking envelope 
addressed to me. I opened it to reveal that I had been promoted. I had finally reached my goal. Yes, now I 
could be as powerful as Rex’s wife. My influence would reach every part of the village. I walked out wav-
ing my letter, shouting the length of the street. 
 “Rex, I’ve made it, I now have control of all the land between me and your end of the village.  There is no 
further place for you to go. No one is here to spring to your defence. You have lost. I think they call it - 
Checkmate.”   ©KWoodley2021                  Beverley Carpenter 

Can You Help? -  Your u3a needs you 
As a Committee we are always looking to the future and whether we are helping you to expand your in-
terests whether through learning a new skill, meeting new people or getting a little bit fitter. To this end 
we have some points we would invite you to consider. These are:  
 
 how can we give members a better experience and increase membership, especially for when some 

form of normality returns  
 
 what do members particularly like or appreciate about Fleet u3a 
 
 what do members consider that we do well 
 
 what do members consider that we could do better 
 
 what do we not do that members would like us to do particularly in respect of new groups?  
 e.g.  start a gardening group, is anyone willing to help the Financial Affairs group to restart or one of 

the philosophy groups?  
 
 what could Fleet u3a do other than set up new groups that members feel would be beneficial to the 

general membership?  
 
 would you be willing to assist in any capacity? 
 
If  you currently are a member of other u3a groups for any particular activity is there sufficient interest  in 
Fleet u3a for us to set up a similar Group? We have a list of groups taking place in some other u3a’s 
should you wish to view it.  
Please let us know your thoughts. Contact details are available on Page 8. (or alternatively email me. Ed.) 
 
By letting us know your views you are not necessarily making a commitment to do or run anything.  
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Memories of past Visits through TV watching 
I would normally be writing about all this year’s visits but as we all know there haven’t been any, so, in the 
latest lockdown just before Christmas, Winston and I watched more day time TV than usual. Some of our 
favourites were Antique Road Show, Flog it, Antique Road Trip and Bargain Hunt. All of these programmes 
had one thing in common they visited places of interest in the location where the programme was being 
filmed. 
Imagine our excitement (remember we were in lockdown) as so many of them were places that U3A had 
visited. We were like two kids saying we’ve been there, Oh! We have been there as well.   
The ‘Welcome to Scotland’ sign, that featured on Antiques Road Trip when they visited the borders, re-
minded us of our 2018 trip to Northumberland. That day we had gone on a boat trip to the Farne Islands 
and due to rough conditions Lindisfarne was unreachable. Unbeknown to us Scott, our driver, decided to 
take to us a bit further up country as we had time to spare, hence reaching the Scottish borders. Many pic-
tures were taken of members under the sign causing lots of merriment, but no highland fling! Little did we 
know that was to be the nearest we would get to Scotland as our 2020 Edinburgh Tattoo trip was can-
celled. We had also visited Bamburgh Castle and Alnwick Gardens also featured in the TV programmes 
some while ago. 
It was whilst watching ‘Flog It’ that a very interesting place resulted in us having two bespoke tours in 2014 
to Henry Willis & Sons organ manufacturer in Liverpool. The factory was very small considering the size of 
the components being made. Many of the Victorian tools are still in use, although modern technology has 
taken over some areas. Founded in 1845 it was relocated from London and Petersfield to Liverpool. Since 
our visit they now have a website and several videos can be seen on You Tube, definitely worth a look.  

                                          
Kings College Cambridge, which we are all familiar with, was another featured destination. We had visited 
it in 2015 along with the 2nd oldest pub in Cambridge, built in the 1600s, called the Eagle originally a coach-
ing inn. Allied airmen stationed nearby used the pub and over the years using petrol lighters, wax candles 
and lipstick drew squadron numbers, names, doodles and the outline of a naked lady (allegedly the landla-
dy!) on the bar ceiling. The bar, named the RAF Bar, also has loads of memorabilia around the walls. It was 
a popular lunch time destination for the nearby Cavendish laboratory staff. Over lunch on the 28th Febru-
ary 1953 Francis Crick & James Watson made the announcement that they had discovered ‘the secret of 
life’.  They were both awarded the Nobel Prize for their work on DNA.  The pub has its own special brew 
called ‘Eagle DNA’. Green King who now own the pub, have written into the lease that the back-upstairs 
room window has to remain open at all times, to allow the ‘ghosts’ of the 3 children who perished in a fire 
300 years ago to escape. There have been reports of persons feeling weird and suffocating when the win-
dow has been closed! 
Dover Castle, Chatsworth House, Highclere Castle, Bristol Blue Glass & Chatham Docks have all been fea-
tured. In these awful Covid times Eyam known as the plaque village was a very recent feature. The similari-
ties to today, are quite staggering, as the local vicar took it upon himself to isolate the village to protect 
the local villages and Sheffield. Eyam villagers left money on the outskirts of the village in vinegar for provi-
sions, as they were aware that it formed some sort of disinfectant. In eighteen months there were many 
deaths country wide, similar to today, but in the end the village did survive having lost many of their popu-
lation. 
This time last year we were reflecting on our wonderful trip to the 2019 Thursford Christmas spectacular in 
November, we couldn’t believe that the Steam museum was featured in a very recent Antiques Road Trip. 
Again, we were almost jumping up and down …… the only exercise we’re getting due to the weather! 
Around the performance area were many of the wonderful steam engines but it was interesting to see  
                        Continued page 7 
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Creative Writing 
When Peter Vincent, President Elect of Fleet Rotary, asked if we could provide some Christmas stories for 
children for their festive fund-raising project, we were only too happy to help.  Normally, we are writing for 
adults, so it was a challenge for some of us to target a much younger audience. Nevertheless, 7 of us creat-
ed 10 delightful short stories, ensuring each one went through a rigorous proof reading process. You 
wouldn’t believe how easy it is to miss an elf’s change of sex halfway through a story or something that is 
obvious to the author may not be so clear to a reader!  Once we had handed over the stories, the Rotary 
production team filmed each one being read by Santa and made them available for public viewing where it 
was also possible to make a donation.  My thanks go to the following members of Creative Writing 1:  
Alison Edwards, Madeline Griffiths, Derek Gutteridge, Margaret Keeley, Sue Neal and Lynda Wakeling for 
rising to the challenge and helping the Rotary raise £655, of which £350 went to our chosen charity, Naomi 
House & Jacksplace.                                                               Margaret Garrod 
 
 

inside the museum, which we were unable to see on our visit, and hear about the history. Do watch the 
show on YouTube. 
I have been sorting out lots of my photos on the computer as well. Over the 10 years I have been arrang-
ing u3a trips they have given me lots of pleasure. Going down memory lane is good especially when you 
can recall sad and funny events and people. I am sure I may have triggered memories that you may have 
either with u3a visits or on other occasions. I do hope you have enjoyed my musings and amuse your-
selves in this current lockdown by looking at some of your photos or going onto some of the web sites and 
YouTube to find out a bit more of some of the above-mentioned trips. Have fun and Best wishes for 2021 
and hope to see you all soon on a trip.  
BREAKING NEWS:  Another seen it been there! 
As I write we are going into a further strict lockdown, snow has been falling in the midlands and north. Our 
2019 trip to Derby took us along the ‘Snake Pass’ notorious for its heavy snow falls. ‘FOOLS’ have been 
trapped in their cars today 4th January 2021 even though the forecast was heavy snow. Members on that 
trip will remember how high the pass was and how it regularly traps people in bad weather. 
                             Carole Matthews 

 

 

        

Well done All.   Ed 
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U3A Zoom Licences use by Groups and Group Members 
 If you are a U3A member whose Group uses the U3A Zoom licences then please do not sign into the 
meeting outside of your normal Group meeting times.  Signing in to meetings (either using the link or the 
meeting id and password) at random times to check the link works or test some function can, in some 
instances, block use of that licence by a group wishing to start their meeting. Zoom meetings are sched-
uled so that there will be no conflict if you sign into your meeting within the 15 minutes prior to the offi-
cial start time. Please also remember that all participants need to explicitly select 'Leave' (the meeting) at 
the end of your session, otherwise there is the risk the meeting will continue and impact on other groups 
meetings.                                                                   Alan Jones  Secretary and Beacon Admin 
 

Can you Help? 
Fleet Communicare are planning to resume operating from 12th April 2021. They provide local residents 
with transport to essential medical appointments at hospitals, doctors surgeries, dentists, opticians etc. 
They are therefore looking for volunteer drivers that can spare a few hours a month to help them pro-
vide this service. If any of you are interested in helping, please contact Kate Harvey on 01252 626368 to 
discuss what is involved. 

Apologies to the Ambulance Service 
I have ample reason to be grateful for the ambulance service over the years and hold them in great re-
spect. Always professional, competent and caring, with a wonderful ability to keep patient and family 
calm and well looked after. 
I am sure this experience is true for many of you, so you will be surprised at what happened when my 
daughter, aged 13 suffered an appendicitis. A recent account told how we had just moved next to a golf 
course, and our son and Mike were both keen players. The good relationship I had with our neighbours, 
which was apparent in my account of Dave’s Herculean  golf flinging accident, paid dividends in this latest 
saga. 
One Sunday morning, father and son were on the golf course. Diane had not had a good night, and by 
morning, was in some pain. I made her a bed up on the settee, but it soon became apparent that she had 
an appendicitis. I telephoned the doctor, (do you remember those days?!!) He thought I was right and 
told me to pop her to the surgery. Of course, Mike had taken the car so a neighbour took me there. This 
was the husband of the lady who Dave nearly killed with his golf club so I had good reason to be thankful 
to him. 
These were the days before mobile phones so I couldn’t contact Mike. The doctor telephoned for an am-
bulance and told me it should be there as I got home. I just had time to open the front door, telling Diane 
to keep her coat on and sit in the armchair, rather than go to bed. The doorbell rang just as she sat down.  
I opened the door and the two ambulance men shot up the stairs. “No, she’s in there” - I said, pointing to 
the living room. They shot downstairs again beating me into the room by a whisker. 
“Bleeding Hell, Bert, - it’s a dawg”! We had two Irish setters and a little white mongrel. The eldest setter 
had crept under the duvet whilst we were out. The other two obviously knew she had crossed the line in 
good behaviour and they had made themselves scarce. 
The dog had a very silly look on her face, which dogs do when they are embarrassed. She looked quite 
beautiful, with her long red silky ears draped on the duvet. I had to be very harsh to get Diane to stop 
laughing, as I thought it would hurt her. 
Brian, who had given us the lift, left a note telling Mike to get to Stoke Mandeville hospital a.s.a.p. Diane 
is one of those strange people who do not throw a temperature so, very much against my wishes, she 
was discharged. 
Four days later, she was rushed into Northampton hospital with peritonitis. So it was an awful situation 
and she was extremely ill, but even at bad times you can always see the funny side. 
I can imagine the report the ambulance men gave on arrival - something on the lines of mad house and 
eccentric mother!                               Sylvia Brown 
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Chair      
  

Paddy Powell           chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Secretary    
  

Alan Jones        secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Treasurer    
  

Neil Morley        treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Membership Sec  
  

Fiona Godfrey          memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Group Leaders’  
Liaison Sec  
  

Stephen Grosvenor  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Events Sec    
  

Carol Howlett           events@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Webmaster    
  

Chris Porter          webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Monthly Meetings 
Sec   
  

John Gawthorpe      meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Newsletter    
  

Sandy Redman         news@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Enquiries    Jan Glasscock           enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Programme Sec  Andy Kirk                  programme@fleetu3a.org.uk   

Minutes Sec        Barbara Jones         minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Venues Sec      Barbara Jones        venues@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Outreach Sec     Jenny Teagle       outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Publicity Sec  Adrian Van Klaveren 

COMMITTEE 

EMAILS 

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS BEFORE 9 a.m.  
OR AFTER 5 p.m.  

Fleet u3a Web site 
Our website provides a wealth of information on 

our u3a’s activities for members and the Public 

but can also be a place where members can 

share their own u3a news, thoughts and experi-

ences.                         webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk                                                                                                                             

                                                                   Chris Porter    

Find us on Facebook 
Fleet u3a has its own Facebook page Our page 

on Facebook can be found by entering “Fleet 

u3a” in the search box at the top of a Face-

book page. You will need your membership 

number to see it and join in.   

Puzzling Presents 
At Christmas I was given 8 presents, the names of which I have fragmented into thirty two 1, 2, 3 or 4 

letter fragments.  Can you put them back together? For example “Jar of Stem Ginger” might be split in-

to 1, 2, 3 or 4 letter fragments and then arranged alphabetically as “ARO EMG ER FST ING J”. 

 

ALIS ATE ATE BOT BRA CAP CHO COL 

ERS ILS JUM KER KS LEB LWA MSB 

NTO OFT OOK OOK PER PP RAI SEC 

SLI SOC TAI TLE URS YPU Z ZZ 

Answers 
Bottle of Talisker, Captain Tom’s book, choco-

late Brazils, jumper, railway puzzle book, seca-

teurs, slippers and socks. 

Members Input to the Website 
The Webmaster is being told that the website 
needs to be improved in order to be more inter-
esting to its visitors and to encourage new 
members to join our u3a.  To achieve this he 
would like to set up a working group of 2 or 3 
members to help and advise on the chang-
es.  Some ability with design, coding, marketing 
and other related skills would be helpful but is 
not essential.  Enthusiasm and ideas are more 
important.  If you think you could help, please 
contact  
webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk. 
Please also remember that more members’ con-
tributions to the website are needed – please do 
not leave it all to the webmaster alone.  News 
about your group’s activities, photos, stories 
about lockdown, jokes and cartoons.  All will 
provide more interest for members and visitors 
to our website.                                                               
                  Chris Porter   
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