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FLEET &  DISTRICT u3a 
Newsletter 

 June 2022 

Events 2022 

24th August - Group Enrolment for 2022 -     

       2023 : 11.00 - 12.30 at CHE,     

       Church on the Heath, Elvetham  

24th September - u3a 40th Anniversary -  

     Fleet u3a Picnic - Memorial  

     Hall, Sandy Lane. 

Monthly Meetings 2022 

15th June -          Dietary Supplements 

            Dr Richard Franklin 

Visits 2022   

23rd June -        Hatfield House  

14th July -         Windsor Castle Tour 

1st September - 4 Nights Stay Kynren, Bishop   

                      Auckland 

Chat from the Chair 
It has been an exciting few weeks 
since I last chatted to you. One 
highlight for me was being 
pressed into service, helping to 
unstack and set out over 30 extra 
chairs for our most recent Month-
ly Meeting. With over 180 mem-
bers present it was a return to pre-COVID times. It 
was also a treat finally to hear Tek Gurung, a 
speaker who I had signed up way back in 2019. He 
was well worth the wait. 
I am pleased and proud to say that Fleet u3a will 
be well represented in the Jubilee celebrations on 
Saturday 4th June. Come and say hello at our ta-
ble in Calthorpe Park, don your best blue and yel-
low finery and join us in the procession through 
Fleet that afternoon. A long- awaited family wed-
ding means I will not be able to share the excite-
ment with you but am relying on photographs to 
give me a feel for it all. 
We are trying to spread the word about Fleet u3a 
more widely, so please note that there will be 
publicity photographs taken at many of our 
events. Please let your Group Leader know if you 
would prefer not to feature. 
Spreading the word is vital for our long-term fu-
ture, as we seek to rebuild our membership to pre
- pandemic levels. The membership renewal pro-
cess is about to begin. The 2022-23 programme 
has gone to press, and the membership cards 
(yes, you will get a card this year) are stacked up 
and ready to go.  
As you go through the process of renewal, would 
you please be kind enough to spend an extra few 
minutes completing a separate renewal form for 
your spouse / partner? The extra Gift Aid we can 
then receive helps to ease some of our Treasurer's 
concerns. Thank you. 
Looking forward to September, and a new u3a 
year, please make sure that Saturday 24th Sep-
tember is clearly marked in your diary: we are 
holding a 40th Birthday picnic that afternoon to 
celebrate all that the u3a has achieved since 1982. 
                                                 John Gawthorpe, Chair 

 

Membership Renewal   
For guidance as to how to renew your 

membership on line see page 2 or 
Page 8 for the paper application form 

Fleet and District U3A Copse  
We’ve done it! Over £300 was collected at the 
Monthly Meeting on May 18th and the rest of the 
£650 arrived by cheque and BACS payments 
within a few days of my email to you all. Thank 
you to everyone who has contributed to this im-
portant environmental project to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the U3A movement in the UK. 
In fact, donations are still arriving so we will leave 
the payment options open and at the end of the 
year we will pay for as many more trees as we 
are able and let you know the total. You never 
know, we might even have enough for another 
Copse!  
As soon as our Copse is planted, probably in the 
autumn planting season, we will be told where it 
is exactly in case any intrepid travellers want to 
visit it and bring back photographic evidence for 
the rest of us. It will be labelled with our U3A 
name and I was able to write a few words (40 
characters including spaces) for a plaque to dedi-
cate our Copse. I wrote, ‘Dedicated to the future 
and to Fleet U3A’. I hope you approve because 
it’s too late to amend it now. 
Many, many thanks to everyone who has been 
able to donate and to all those who confirmed 
that this was an important opportunity for us to 
improve the environment and celebrate being 
part of such a successful organisation as the U3A. 
A pat on the back for us all, I think. 
                Paddy  



 2 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
It is now that time of year when your membership of Fleet u3a is due for re-
newal (details of the various payment methods are included on the form 
attached with this newsletter).  
The deadline for renewal is 12th July.  If you renew after this date, you stand 
the chance of not receiving your membership card and programme in time 
for Group Enrolment - don’t forget, the Group Leader(s) of the group(s) you 
wish to join need to have confirmation of your current membership status before they can enrol you.   
 
The easiest and preferred renewal method is to pay via the website.  The website will be available for on-
line renewals w.e.f. 1st June 2021 : 
 

Go to   www.fleetu3a.org.uk   

Select the ‘MEMBERSHIP’ drop down menu (located on the top right-hand side of the screen) and 
choose the ‘RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP’ option.  Full details are given on this page of the website.  
You will then need to enter : 
Membership number : numeric 
Forename :             with leading capital 
Surname :             with leading capital 
Post Code :                       all capitals with one space between the two portions of the postcode  -  i.e.              

                                 GU** *XX 
Email :                                 all lower case 
 

  PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST TYPE IN EVERYTHING - DO NOT USE THE SELF-POPULATING  
  FACILITY 
 

We would appreciate it if all members could renew as separate individuals rather than paying for their 
U3A partners as has happened in the past.    The Beacon system for online renewal will unfortunately 
still offer the option to pay for any partner who is also a U3A member, but we ask you to untick that op-
tion and only pay for yourself.   Any partner can then be logged into Beacon separately and pay for 
themselves.   Paying individually makes it much better for certain calculations in our U3A financial ac-
counting systems including Gift Aid. 
Important : Your membership card will be issued electronically by Beacon and will be issued at the 

same time as you confirm payment via PayPal, so please do not delete the message from 
your in box. 

Remember :  You do NOT need to have a PayPal account in order to pay.  You can pay by either a credit 
or debit card using the guest facility. 

Note : If you pay via this method your membership card will be emailed to you automatically.  If, 
however, you do not receive it within 24 hours please contact memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 
and I will email you a copy. 

 

Whether you renew on-line, by Bank Transfer or by post, the request is very straightforward: 
 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR RENEWAL COMPLETED BY TUESDAY 12th JULY 2021 
 

After this date, I will be posting the new Fleet U3A Programmes to all those who have renewed on time. 
Your Group Leader(s) and Committee have worked hard to facilitate the continuation of group ‘meetings’ 
during the past 12 months and we look forward to receiving your renewal in due course. 
 
Best regards 

Fiona, Membership Secretary  

 

http://www.fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
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CREATIVE WRITING 2 

This month’s story comes from Creative Writing 2 and I should make it clear that this IS a story - pure im-
agination, drawing on known facts, news stories and pictures.  A perfect example of how to build a story 
that resonates its truth with the reader.                                                                                    Beverley Carpenter 
 

At the end of an empty street   by Andrew Robinson 
The tableau laid out below my position in space was remarkable for the clarity of detail.  The smashed-up 
masonry, mixed with mud and sand, garnished with broken furniture and structural wooden beams, - all 
of it became seared into my memory and would be replayed for years to come.  My main focus was on a 
prone figure amidst the destruction, lying on what had once been a mattress, a pyjama-clad leg twisted at 
an unnatural angle.  The head was partially obscured by a piece of timber and further disguised by the 
presence of a garish splash of blood.  Despite these obstacles I was able to recognise the young man who 
was clearly in distress.  I tried to deny it, but without success; that person was me. I tried to keep focussed 
but the initial clarity of the image faded into an impenetrable fog and I was aware only of a pain-infused 
darkness.   
The hospital did a good job on me; obviously, the extent of my injuries meant that I missed my A levels, 
but I reckoned that repeating part of the school year resulted in better grades than I otherwise would 
have achieved.  Apart from a slight limp, a legacy from my broken leg, that persisted for a few years, I 
made a rapid and complete recovery.  The shrink considered me an interesting case for a while, telling me 
mine was a classic ‘out of body experience’.  Actually, the flashbacks or, more simply, the mental record, 
didn’t bother me overmuch and my psychological health had been boosted by the fact that my parents 
and sister had escaped the disaster with cuts and bruises.  Nevertheless, I had avoided visiting the scene 
of my near demise for fear of awakening any deeply buried emotional demons.  
Now, nearly thirty years later, I stood at the spot at the end of the deserted length of road and sum-
moned up the image of that fateful night.  The clarity was still there, but the impact was much dimin-
ished.   It was like watching a high definition drone shot of a shattered landscape in a war zone, of the sort 
that appear in so many news bulletins these days.  I was prevented, or rather discouraged, from proceed-
ing further along the street by a shoddily built barrier, beyond which lay the road, degraded by weed-
infested cracks in the surface. The road ended abruptly at the cliff edge, and beyond that was the North 
Sea, resembling a sheet of dulled aluminium on this overcast day.   
To my left and right were the houses inhabited, at least at one time, by our neighbours.  Our house and, 
shockingly, our neighbour’s on the landward side, no longer existed.  The next one along was clearly 
abandoned, its owners having acquiesced to the inevitable consequences of living on this part of the Nor-
folk coast.  Each cliff-fall, which often consumed homes and gardens, formed untidy mounds on the beach 
and yet, after a few short years, they were completely dissolved, subsumed by sea and sand, as if they 
had never existed.  Our house had been built, in the 1920s, a hundred yards from the cliff.  We all knew 
what was coming, but we had been assured that nothing would happen within ten years.  
My bedroom was on the side of the house nearest the cliff, meaning that I rode the entire distance of the 
dramatic descent towards the beach.  Now, nothing remained, no possessions, no photographs, not even 
any school books.  The authorities had prevented us from retrieving anything from the wreckage of our 
existence.  I stood, alone with my memories, but with no solid evidence that could substantiate them.   
I turned to face inland, where the view was more familiar, even though some of the more distant houses 
had been built since our enforced departure.  I had feared this visit might precipitate some sort of post 
traumatic mental disorder, with the horrors of that night returning to blight my future. Whilst the scene 
certainly instilled a feeling of melancholia, it reminded me that, despite the physical and financial conse-
quences, our family had survived, had gone on to acquire replacement possessions, make more memo-
ries.  It turned out that my pilgrimage to this spot had merely been to see what my childhood setting 
looked like now.  But how can you possibly make sense of a place, when the place no longer exists?  
                ©ARobinson 
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Monthly Meeting - 'A long way from home' 
Our largest audience of this year, 190, turned up to listen to Tek Gurung’s fascinating talk about the Gur-
khas and his own amazing life story. He grew up in the foothills of the Himalayas and began life as a goat-
herder near his village. Tek finished his career in the army with the rank of Major, one of only 15 Gurkhas 
to have passed out of the Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst. Tek was an inspiration to us all as in 
gratitude for the privileged life he has led, he is now volunteering most of his time to support his fellow 
countrymen and women to settle well into the British way of life. He says he wants to give back more 
than he has taken. 
There was a good buzz in the small hall before the talk where the book and jig-saw swap table did brisk 
business. Margaret Garrod, GL of Creative Writing 1, and Linda Martin raised money for the Hospice by 
selling plants to members. You will be pleased to know that they raised £104 for Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice.  
If any other GLs or members wish to take a table in the small hall before a MM to advertise a group or 
other activity, please let me know and it can easily be arranged. 
We also had collection tubs for our proposed Fleet U3A Copse as part of the U3A movement’s 40th anni-
versary. Over £300 was collected on the day, thank you to all those who contributed to this environmen-
tal initiative. More details elsewhere in this newsletter. 
At our last MM of the academic year next month, on June 15th, Dr Richard Franklin will discuss the “Role 
of Vitamins and other dietary supplements in the older populations”. 
Richard is a member of Fleet U3A and is co-GL of our Health and Wellbeing group. Richard has also taken 
on the task of being Health and Wellbeing National Advisor for the Third Age Trust.  
Richard says that after gaining his PhD from Surrey University, he spent over 30 years working in the 
pharmaceutical industry in research and development. He was involved with the development of several 
different classes of drugs including those for thrombosis, arthritis, pain and more recently cancer. 
In his talk Richard will focus on why some older people may need supplements, looking at the evidence 
for this, which ones might be most beneficial and at what dose.  
So, if you want to know whether you are wasting money on supplements or whether you should be tak-
ing some and not others come along to the last MM of this year. The usual BYO coffee, chat and swap 
table in the small hall from 10 o’clock. See you there,                                                                    Paddy Powell 
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Visits 
We did it again for our Hampton Court Visit, it was a heatwave day with temperatures in the 70’s. 
Talking to one of the Beefeaters, 7,000 people had pre booked for our Saturday visit and they expected 
many more that hadn’t booked. The grounds and palace are so vast we at no time felt crowded. Having 
arrived early at 10.00am some went and had a coffee in the Tilt Yard before following the audio tour 
around the palace. In 2015 remains of 5 towers were excavated in the Tilt Yard which were used as view-
ing platforms for the jousting events that took place. A wonderful willow horse complete with a knight 
was in the grounds.  We started in the kitchens where a huge log fire was burning and is kept alight 7 days 
a week.  This area is the most haunted in the palace and our beefeater had said he hadn’t seen anything 
but had had a very bad experience, he didn’t tell us!  
Onwards to the Great Hall. The king, who had divorced his 1st wife Katherine of Aragon, was now married 
to Anne Boleyn. In celebration of this marriage carpenters added Anne’s coat of arms, a falcon badge, and 
one can still be seen today and a carved entwined A&H on the wooden screen at the end of the hall. 
Around the walls were lavishly embroidered tapestries made in Brussels in 1546. In 1649 the tapestries 
were valued at £8,200, what are they worth today? I doubt our recent lottery winner could afford them! 
The hall was a communal place used for entertaining and William Shakespeare may have performed there. 
In the ceiling apart from all the Tudor emblems were the ‘Eavesdroppers’, these were symbols to warn 
people that Henry was in control, with his courtier spies everywhere informing him of what was going on 
in his court, this led to Ann Boleyn’s beheading, due to her having an affair.               

             
 Onwards to the Great Watching chamber can you imagine in the middle of childbirth having loads of peo-
ple (mainly men) in a room waiting for a birth! Jane Seymour gave birth in this room to King Edward VI but 
she died of postnatal complications two weeks after childbirth. Edward VI, her son, ruled from the age of 9 
until his death at age 15. Adjacent to  this room was the ‘garderobe’ or the toilet as we know it.  
The Orders devised by the King’s Council for the garderobe, Since to retain urine is hurtful to health 
*ITEM no person shall make water or cast annoyance within the precinct of the court whereby corruption 
may breed.  
* ITEM being all alone to let it go, otherwise you must disguise the sound by coughing. 
After all the Tudor history we moved onto William III’s Baroque Palace apartments, designed by Christo-
pher Wren, after deciding to add to Hampton Court to the palaces rather than demolishing it. Just imagine 
if that had happened, we would have lost a great Tudor building. 
On entering the Guards Chamber you are confronted with an amazing collection of weapons beautifully 
displayed on the walls. Yeoman of the Guard would check courtiers that entered as being suitably dressed, 
before letting them into the next room the Presence Chamber, the official throne room. Even if the throne 
was empty courtiers still had to bow. The Eating Room was for public dining and was an opportunity for 
crowds to see the king. The Privy Chamber, with wonderful Grinling Gibbons carvings, was only used for 
statesmen and close courtiers to meet the king. The Great Bed Chamber and the little Bedroom were 
more of a modern -day dressing room used to dress the king. A velvet covered seat on the toilet! Yuk! 

             
Pictured Centre: The Canopy of State destroyed in the fire in 1986, which broke out in the grace and fa-
vour apartments due to an un-protected candle.  
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Urgently Wanted – Webmaster 
 

Several previous Newsletters have contained appeals for a new Webmaster to replace the present 
one who is due to retire at the end of this u3a year having completed several years in the role.  This 
is the last Newsletter that will appear before that happens. 
So far there has been no response, and it is hard to believe that, among our many talented mem-
bers, there is nobody who could take over management of our website.  If no one comes forward to 
take over by this August, the website will cease to be updated and will rapidly lose relevance. 
The role does not have to be very demanding – the webmaster can devote as much or as little time 
as he or she wishes.  No great experience or technical knowledge is required, although experience 
of using computers and the internet will clearly be useful, as perhaps will having worked with web-
sites, but the outgoing webmaster will give full introductory briefings and help as necessary.  
The website is our essential shop window, a source of information on what we do for members and 
the public alike.  So, it needs to be kept up-to-date, relevant and impactful.  The new webmaster will 
be free to update, innovate and improve the website as they see fit, in order to make it more effec-
tive in its role.   
The website is hosted on the Wix platform and was a bespoke creation by a former member of Fleet 
u3a.   
If you are interested, please contact webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk to discuss.                     Chris Porter 

One of the charred window shutters reminded us of the work that my husband (Winston ) had not long 
completed in this area and it was originally thought this may have been the cause. Ironically Winston had 
not long finished work at Windsor Castle when that caught fire! We had a very interesting talk about the 
Windsor Castle fire at one of the U3A meetings, some years ago. 
There was so much to see and write about in this amazing building. For many of us it had been many 
years since we had visited Hampton Court, the history hasn’t changed but the way it is now explained 
and displayed is so much better. We had just missed the Tulip Festival, but the dead tulips were available 
free, none of our group were lucky enough to take home a memento. The gardens were as usual immac-
ulate and from all of the windows the views were amazing. What part of ‘keep to the footpaths’ do peo-
ple not understand? For all the thousands of visitors each year treading in areas off the pathways would 
wear away the grass. We are so lucky to have so much history that has been protected and looked after 
for centuries. 
The Artisan Fair, in the grounds, was an added attraction for us and the many varieties of stalls were kept 
busy; the ice cream especially had a very long queue. 
A little bit of a history lesson. Henry VIIIs inability to have a living male heir may be due to him having 
'Kell Syndrome’ which can interfere with the foetus. Henry died at 55 years of age 28/02/1547. 
Our ‘Right Royal Visits’ continues in this ‘Platinum Jubilee’ year, in our visit to Hatfield House 23rdJune 
and Windsor 14th July . Hope to see some of you soon.                              
 
1 Catherine of Aragon married age 23, Henry was 17. 11/06/1509-23/1533. divorced, died 01/1536. Mother to Queen Mary 1st 
2 Anne Boleyn married 28/05/1533-17/05/1536 Henry 41, divorced 2 days prior to execution 19/05/1537. Mother to Queen 
Elizabeth I 
3 Jane Seymour married  30/05/1536 -24/10/1537  She died a few weeks later after giving birth to King Edward VI. 
4 Anne of Cleves married   6/01/1540-12/07/1540  divorced, died 16/07/1557 
5 Catherin Howard married   28/07/1540-13/02/1542, beheaded 13/02/1542 
6 Catherine Parr 12/07/1543-28/02/1547 outlived Henry and died 5/09/1548 

 
                      
                                                                   Carole Matthews 

 

mailto:webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk
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Rollers went to Blenheim Palace.  
What an exciting day. I arrived at the car park early. I was ready to tackle whatever happened. 
The coach driver thought the same, the coach arrived as I was parking. Why had I worried, no problem?  
Krzysztof and I exchanged friendly civilities and I watched. With confidence and ease the coach was pre-
pared for the journey. Whooppee everyone began arriving. I was on parking duty leaving K to do loading. 
Everyone was in fine form, excitement in the air.  
Win and I used the platform lift to board…perfect…with walkers stowed, me so secured I was going no-
where and the loo commissioned we set off. The outward route was via the A34 as the motorway had an 
accident. Much chatting was going on, no-one seemed to notice the wipers being operational. We arrived 
as planned at 10.30am. It was raining!!  
Kath and Linda had kindly agreed to be my legs for the day. They got off and registered our arrival at the 
ticket kiosk. At this point, we had to get off the coach and either walk to the entrance or ride in the pre 
booked buggy that was awaiting our arrival. Krzysztof happily agreed for anything to be left on the coach 
and arranged pick up at 4.30pm at this same point. We made our way to the entrance where wrist bands 
were distributed. The Shop, Café and facilities were here at the entrance. Information was available about  
the Palace, garden and buggy tour, exhibitions, the train and more. It was raining!! We all dispersed to have 
the day to do as we pleased. First stop coffee and dry off. Good timing as the Palace Tour was 12noon.  Hav-
ing found the lift, I needed someone to operate it. It was raining!! Signage wasn’t great, but my bridge bud-
dies got it sorted. Up I went and from then on the tour guides were very helpful. 
So many interesting family stories, arranged marriages, doweries, selling the family jewels, the bailiffs, the 
leasehold, and more. Amazing tapestries, gold ceilings, paintings, French clocks, Ming and Meissen china-
ware, and the second largest selection of books in the country. The library, with an organ costing £10,000, 
expensive in the 1800’s, is quite simply outstanding. The view of the formal garden is stunning. 
And so to lunch. It was raining!! 
Back to the café which was busy now. Met up with lots of our folk also lunching. Still in good spirits the rain 
seemingly not dampening, there was talk of the buggy tour next. The Shop had done well selling umbrel-
las!!!!!!! Suddenly the café emptied as our folk left for the station. The rain was easing…hooray. 
After a leisurely lunch, much chatter and laughter, we braved the weather to walk to the walled garden 
finding the maze and the gem which is the Butterfly House. What a find…warm, dry and beautiful. I know 
this gem was found by others from photos sent. After an in depth look around, making friends with the 
most beautiful butterflies and admiring the gorgeous plants and flowers we left. It started to rain!! We got 
back to the Entrance again where we met everyone once more. 
I was so delighted to find such good humour. Everyone was bubbling, bags filled with goodies from the 
Shop, stories of how they’d spent their day, and best of all for me to hear, new friends made and existing 
friendships strengthened. No mention of rain stopping play. We returned to the coach, Krzysztof ready and 
his welcoming self. Can you believe it, yes, the sun came out. Motorway this time, arrived back at 6.30. A 
really great day, thanks to everyone for joining in the spirit that is Rollers.  
For your pleasure, I am reviving the cancelled trip to Blenheim Palace. 
  May 11th 2023 depart Fleet Sainsburys 8.30am, return Fleet 6.45pm. 
  D&P luxury accessible coach, with lift, air con and loo. 
  Cost including ticket into the Palace, park and gardens £42.00 
  Payment on booking - by cheque payable to Fleet U3A. 
  Bookings at February Monthly meeting or by phone or email to Jenny Teagle. 
Looking forward to you taking a chance with me…..again. 

 

Even the ducks 

check out what 

the Rollers are 

doing.           Ed. 
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Find us on Facebook 
Find us on Facebook -  Fleet U3A has its 

own Facebook Members Group, our Fa-

cebook page can be found by entering 

“Fleet U3A” in the search box at the top 

of any Facebook page.   You can then re-

quest to join our private Members only 

group, you will be asked for your Name 

and Membership number. 

 

Fleet U3A Website 
Keep up to date with all our activities, 

news, events, visits and monthly  

Meetings on our website 

www.fleetu3a.org.uk 

COMMITTEE 

EMAILS 
Chair      
  

John Gawthorpe     chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk       

Secretary    
  

Jan Glasscock           secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Treasurer    
  

Neil Morley             treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Membership 

Sec  
  

Fiona Godfrey          memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Group Leaders’  
Liaison Sec  
  

Stephen Grosvenor  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Events Sec    
  

Pam Openshaw        events@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Webmaster    
  

Chris Porter          webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Monthly  

Meetings Sec  & 

Vice Chair 
  

Paddy Powell            meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk  

                                     vicechair@fleetu3a.org.uk 

Newsletter    
  

Sandy Redman         news@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Enquiries    Jenny Teagle            enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Programme Sec  

& Beacon 

Alan Jones                programme@fleetu3a.org.uk   

                                   beacon.fleetu3a.org.uk  

Minutes Sec        Barbara Jones         minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Venues Sec       Barbara Jones        venues@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Outreach Sec     Jenny Teagle       outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Publicity Sec Adrian Van Klaveren publicity@fleetu3a.org.uk 

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS  
BEFORE 9 a.m.  OR AFTER 5 p.m.  

Next Year’s Pilates - revised information 
As you may already know, our long-serving Pilates tutor has had to retire due to ill health, and we send 
her our best wishes for the future.  So, it is all change for our programme for 2022/23.  Unfortunately, 
this happened after the 2022/23 programme book had gone to print, so the information it contains 
about Pilates classes will change. 
Our Pilates groups are very popular, and are always fully subscribed, so we are anxious that they contin-
ue. Luckily, we have now been able to secure the services of not one, but two, new tutors who will be 
offering a programme of lessons, starting in September. The new timetable will be as follows: 
  Pilates 1: Monday, 0900 - 1000. 
  Pilates 2: Tuesday, 1400 – 1500.  
  Pilates 3: Tuesday, 1515 – 1615. 
  Pilates 4: Wednesday, 0900 – 1000. 
  Pilates 5: Thursday, 1400 – 1500. 
The venue will remain the Guide Hall in Basingbourne Park. 
The above is preliminary information that has still to be fully finalised, following which a full schedule of 
dates will be published, so please look out for announcements in the Newsletter and on the website. 
I look forward to seeing you all at Enrolment Day on 24 August but anyone who is unable to attend that 
day is welcome to email me to express interest in a particular group. 
Chris Porter, Pilates GL. pilates@fleetu3a.org.uk 

Group Leaders please show the Newsletter 

to your members who do not have an email 

address 
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The subscription for the coming academic year has been set at £14 per member.  Three options for membership renewal and 

payment are set out below. 
 

In 2015 Fleet & District U3A launched a web-based membership renewal system (Option 1).  Those members who made use of 

the scheme last year will receive their renewal invitations via email.  This paper invitation is being posted to those members 

who do not have an email address registered on our database. 

Whichever option you choose this year, PLEASE HAVE YOUR RENEWAL COMPLETED BY 11TH JULY 2021 
 

Renewal and Payment Options 
 

Option 1 Fleet u3a's recommended renewal process:    

Go to   www.fleetu3a.org.uk  and select the 'Membership' tab and then 'Renew your Membership'.   Please read the full Guid-

ance notes on that 'Renew Membership' page.  You will need your membership number, forename, surname, postcode and 

email address to log into Beacon.  Beacon will transfer you to PayPal to pay, YOU DO NOT NEED TO SIGN UP FOR AN ACCOUNT 

WITH PAYPAL, you can just pay with a debit or credit card.  There is also a step-by-step guide to renewing your membership on 

line.  Those who pay via this option should receive their membership card(s) by email within a few minutes.    If your member-

ship card email is not received within 24 hours, please inform memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk .  We would appreciate it if all mem-

bers could renew as separate individuals rather than paying for their U3A partners as has happened in the past.     The Beacon 

system for online renewal will unfortunately still offer the option to pay for any partner who is also a U3A member, but we ask 

you to untick that option and only pay for yourself.   Any partner can then be logged into Beacon separately and pay for them-

selves.   Paying individually makes it much better for certain calculations in our U3A financial accounting systems. 
 

Option 2 By arranging an electronic transfer to the Fleet U3A CAF Bank account quoting :   

      Sort code :  40-52-40     Account Number :  00006405 Your membership number as reference                    
 

Option 3 By cheque made payable to Fleet U3A in the sum of £14 per member.  Please do not send cash through the post. 
 

If paying by Options 2 or 3 please complete the form below (ticking the appropriate boxes) and post it to:  

Membership Secretary, Fleet & District U3A, 39A Court Farm Road, Longwell Green, South Gloucestershire BS30 9AD 
 

 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS  Please use BLOCK CAPITALS 

 

Title : …………  Forename : ……………………………………………    Surname : ……………………………………………  Membership No : ……………. 

 

Address : ……………………………………………………………………………..………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Postal Town : ……………………..……………………….   County : ……………………..………………………………  Post Code : ……………………………….. 

 

Telephone Number : ………………………..……………………….   Email address : ……………………..……………………………………….…………………. 

 

Mobile Telephone Number : ……………………………………………………….    
 

Gift Aid  (As a registered charity, Fleet U3A is able to treat your subscription as a Gift Aid Donation.) 

  

 
 

Optional consent to receive Third Age Trust Magazines by post 

 
 

A General Reminder 

Please notify the Membership Secretary (memsec@fleetu3A.org.uk) or update your details on line if you change your name, 

home, email address or telephone number at any future stage.                                         Thank you.  

         Payment method :            Option 2 :  Bank Transfer           Option 3 : By the enclosed cheque 

           I have made a Gift Aid declaration in the past and wish it to remain in force 

           Please let me have the papers to set up a new donation 

 I wish to cancel a previous declaration I am no longer a tax payer 

 I consent to my postal address information only, given 

above, being shared with the company that oversees the 

distribution of the Third Age Trust Magazine 

  I no longer wish to receive the Third 

Age Trust Magazine (TAM) 

 

FLEET & DISTRICT 
University of the Third Age 

Membership Renewal Invitation 
Academic Year commencing 
September 2022  


