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FLEET &  DISTRICT U3A 
Between Times 

 
 

All Members 

If any member wishes to  

contribute  an article, thought, 

photograph or whatever then 

please feel free to do so. 

Mid May 

2020 

Paddy’s Piece 
 I trust you enjoyed the recent Bank 
Holiday. I remember the outcry 
when the day was changed from 
Monday to Friday so as to incorpo-
rate VE Day celebrations. I have to 
say, in lockdown, I can never remember what day 
of the week it is and all that fuss seems so irrele-
vant now. However, it was super to see all the 
bunting and hear all the patriotic songs. We had a 
socially distanced tea-party on our street includ-
ing a community sing-along. Isn’t it amazing that 
we can remember all the words from songs our 
parents sang but can’t remember why we went 
upstairs! 
I want to thank all our wonderful Group Leaders 
and volunteers who are working so hard to keep 
in touch with you and provide activities via Zoom, 
WhatsApp, Facebook, email and the good old tel-
ephone in order to keep you busy, informed and 
engaged with our great U3A in these unusual 
times. Of course, I must thank you as well for 
joining in and loyally supporting your friends and 
your groups. 
As you know, we are about to start our member-
ship renewal process. You will see details of how 
to go about this elsewhere in ‘Between Times’. I 
know some of you are members of other U3As 
and/or have friends in U3As locally or further 
away. You may be wondering why some U3As are 
delaying their membership rounds until later in 
the year and we are going ahead as usual.  
Each U3A can choose how much to charge for 
membership and what that fee covers for each 
member. In Fleet U3A we chose to have a low  

 

annual fee, £14 currently, to cover the costs of 
our affiliation to the Third Age Trust (TAT), 
Monthly Meetings, the AGM and the costs in-
volved in running an independent charity. The 
costs of venue hire, refreshments at group 
meetings, start-up costs for new groups, equip-
ment, materials and expenses for groups and 
more come out of the £1 attendance fee you pay 
at each group meeting. We have always thought 
this to be a fair way of raising the funds necessary 
to run our organisation in that you pay only for 
the groups you attend. You could attend one 
group or ten, that is your choice alone. 
Some U3As decided to charge a greater upfront 
annual membership fee, some I know are as high 
as £60, and to pay all their costs including venues 
from this income. In the current circumstances 
they are finding themselves with an abundance of 
riches because they are not paying out as much as 
usual and not expecting to for the foreseeable 
future. Many local U3As with this funding ar-
rangement have decided to give their members a 
membership fee ‘holiday’.  
I hope you will decide to renew your membership 
as usual so that our U3A will be in a good place to 
bounce back to full working order as soon as we 
are given the all clear. I thank you in advance for 
being as supportive as ever. 
Keep safe and well, 
        Paddy  

 

Membership Renewal 
 

Please Read Page Three  

to see how to renew your 

membership for this year 
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U3A Photography group 
Monthly gallery 
As in March we had an extensive set of submissions for the monthly image gallery.  Some based on the 
month's theme of "music" while others were images of Fleet in lock-down. The members have now vot-
ed for their favourite images with the top 4 being taken by Liza Toth, John Copley, Jo Wrigley  and Chris 
Allen. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Next month's theme is "Home and Garden" which doesn't offer much opportunity without breaking the 
isolation boundaries ! 
European city image competition - have a go 
In addition to the gallery John Copley organized a European city image competition. As far as I'm aware 
only one person was able to identify all of the cities - can you ?  To view the images please click on the 
following link - https://www.flickr.com/gp/79377436@N02/hDQ5v6.  There are some clues included in 
the photo titles. The observant will realise there are 25 photos – two cities feature twice. As a further 
clue they are presented in ascending alphabetical order of city name. Some are from the UK, and a few 
may not strictly be cities. It’s non-competitive, we’ll publish the answers later.               Mike Carrington

Music—Chris Allen 

Music—John Copley 

Fender—Jo Wigley 

Bats and Viruses 
Bats are not as cute and cuddly as they appear, they 
harbour some of the deadliest of all virus diseases rang-
ing from Rabies, Ebola, Marburg, Lassa, Sars, Mers and 
recently Covid19. Their robust immune system allows 
them to control and live with these zoonotic agents al-
lowing direct and indirect infection to humans.  
Worldwide there are over 1,400 species of bat and in 
many countries they are sought after for “bushtucker” 
meat. In the UK we have a single disease associated 
with European bats, a rabies like Lyssa virus. Often peo-
ple working in bat conservation are immunised with the 
rabies vaccine as it offers some protection. I am sure 
the wet animal market in Wuhan was responsible for 
the outbreak of Corona virus probably going from bat 
to pangolin to human and as they say the rest is history. 
In order to minimise the risk of further outbreaks I think bats should have worldwide protection and be 
taken off the menu. (anyone for Bat and Chips? - Ed.)    Stuart Williams 
              Science  Correspondent 

https://www.flickr.com/gp/79377436@N02/hDQ5v6.
mailto:john@copley.me.uk


 3 

Important – Fleet U3A Membership Renewal online using our Membership 
system (Beacon) 

  

We encourage all members to renew their U3A membership online using our Beacon 
Membership system.  You can renew from 1st June onwards by debit card, credit card or by 
using a Paypal account if you have one.  Please note you do not need to register for a Pay-
pal account if you want to use a debit or credit card to pay for your membership, just use 
the ‘guest’ facility on the Paypal site. 
If you renew your membership online using the Beacon membership system, you do not 
need to complete and post back a membership renewal form.   If you wish to pay by Bank 
Transfer or Cheque you cannot renew via Beacon and you do need to complete and post 
back a membership renewal form, updating any of your contact details as necessary. 
(see page 10 for renewal form)  
You can log into your Beacon Membership account using the following information to 
identify yourself: Membership Number, Forename, Surname, Postcode and Email ad-
dress.   Please note the Forename and Surname must have leading capitals.  The postcode 
must be in upper case and the email address in lower case.   If any of the data you enter 
does not agree with the details in the Membership system then for security reasons all 
fields are blanked for you to try again. A link to our Beacon membership system can be 
found in the Fleet U3A website at www.fleetu3a.org.uk in the ‘Members’ sec-
tion.  Alternatively you can use the link http://tinyurl.com/FleetBeacon in your web brows-
er. 
 Please also take the opportunity to check that all the contact details we hold for you are 
correct, phone numbers, postcode, etc., plus you can add’ Emergency Contact’ details if 
you wish. 
If you haven’t registered your email address with Fleet U3A or have changed your email 
address then please contact Fiona Godfrey, our membership secretary, via email at  
memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk so that she can update your record. A valid email address in 
Beacon will allow you to do online renewal, keep your contact details up to date in 
your membership record and receive the Fleet U3A Newsletter and other useful infor-
mation direct by email.                                                            Alan  Jones  

Something to Listen to 
Hart Voices from Fleet and Chantry Singers from 
Guildford have teamed up with Ninebarrow, a lo-
cal folk pair, to produce a single to raise money for 
Mind, a charity to support those with mental diffi-
culties. 
This was organised by Roy Rashbrook, who you 
may remember gave us the A E Housman poem 
No 40, (The blue remembered hills; That is the 
land of lost content) in one of my previous offer-
ings - and, of course, it was all done under lock 
down conditions, with members singing in their 
kitchens, sitting rooms etc. 
Paste  www.ninebarrow.co.uk/mind into your 
browser to play it.                      Malcolm Hitchcock 

A Warning About Car Key Batteries 
I have just had my car key battery replaced by the 
RAC.  I hadn't used the car for 6 or 7 weeks and it 
had slowly discharged to the extent that the 
button on the key wouldn't unlock the doors.  It 
perhaps didn't help that the battery was 5+ years 
old.   
The RAC are apparently having to deal with lots of 
flat batteries and they advised me to use a mod-
ern / smart battery charger to keep the battery in 
tip-top condition. 
This probably also applies to the car’s main 
battery. 
      Mike K. Brown  

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/Jkz5I1-LzlU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fleetu3a.org.uk
https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/_Nohu9bzawY/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2FFleetBeacon
mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
http://www.ninebarrow.co.uk/mind
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Continuing Tales of Sylvia Brown—Sylvia becomes an Au Pair 
July 1960 saw me leaving Grammar school. I had gained a place at Guys for nursing training starting in  
March 1961. For some strange reason entrants had to be eighteen and three quarters - (a la Adrian 
Mole ??) 
To fill in the intervening months my French teacher and Headmistress persuaded me that working as an 
au pair in France would usefully employ me, so, with details properly arranged by the school, I set off in 
September for a six months spell at Rabestans near Toulon in the South of France. 
The arrangement was that I would look after the children who were five and seven, help a bit in the house 
and attend a local college to learn French. Sounds ideal? Wait and see what happened! 
Remember at that time, package holidays had not been thought of and not many families had foreign hol-
idays. I had been on school trips to Italy and Switzerland and stayed with a German pen friend, but my 
parents had never been abroad. 
I suppose travelling alone on such a long journey at eighteen was a bit risky in those days, and I certainly 
wasn’t worldly wise in the way young people are today. However, with the innocence of youth I was 
blithely unaware of any pitfalls. 
Arriving at the little station in Rabestans was like stepping into another world from the northern metropo-
lis of Leeds. I was met by the charming family and taken to my new home. The children were charming 
and polite, and their parents were both dentists. The wife worked from home and her husband had his 
surgery in a hamlet nearby. 
The house was on the high street in front of the village square. It was an imposing place, built probably by 
wealthy wine merchants in the 1800’s. My bedroom was in the attic, accessible by a rickety ladder. After 
negotiating that, I had to scramble across masses of apples stored ready for winter, across to a tiny, nar-
row space with a little bed and a very small window. 
The ground floor was for the surgery and offices. The second floor had a narrow kitchen, a big dining 
room, and across the hallway, a grand living room leading to a balcony. The third floor housed the bed-
rooms and the attic housed me and the apples. 
At first, everything was fine. I was introduced to the rest of the staff -a rather refined lady who came to do 
the washing and some household work, and a young, very poor mother who was the “skivvy” or put an-
other way, the dogsbody. 
Poor lass, she had to bring her baby into work with her, and he looked a weak, poorly little thing. I felt 
very sorry for her. I would make breakfast for the family, get the children ready and take them to school. I 
did a little bit of local shopping, then prepared lunch. The husband would come home for this, and it 
would last a long time. I did eat my meals with the family, so it was very pleasant. 
In the afternoon, I collected the children from school, gave them a meal and got them ready for bed, then 
I cooked the evening meal. 
This was fine for a couple of weeks, as everything was new and I was settling in. However, no college les-
sons materialised, and when I brought this up it was sidestepped. The wife was the one who wore the 
trousers and her husband had very little say in what went on in that household. 
Any unease was quelled, when I was taken on a family holiday with them in a fancy hotel in the Pyrenees. 
In this case, “family” included the whole extended family - a huge gathering. The attic “bedroom” was re-
placed with an enormous room with magnificent views and a gargantuan bed of such height, I had to take 
a running jump at in order to (not always successfully) climb into it. 
However, reality hit in once we were back. The stone walling regarding college became unpleasant, and I 
realised I was not going anywhere, and was being employed a a very cheap servant. 
“Madame’s” moods increased in severity and her screaming fits started to include threats to throw herself 
into the river. After listening to the continuous tirades I could have willingly helped to push her in. 
The family went away for another holiday over a long weekend, and I was not taken along this time. I was 
left with very strict instructions and my main responsibility was to “feed the birds.” 
This was no romantic ideology as in “Feed the birds, two pence a bag,” it was the hard faced reality of 
feeding the numerous caged birds festooning the house. 
Now, this was my worst nightmare, as I am scared stiff of birds. There is real reason for this: First, my 
mother was petrified of them, and I have a few memories of birds coming down the chimney and mum  
               Cont. on page 5 
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(cont from page 4)  
fleeing and leaving me behind. 
Another reason, is that I was frightened of the flapping. It wasn’t just birds - balloons bobbing about had 
the same effect. The medical reason behind this is I had a benign tumour on the acoustic nerve removed 
when I was forty and it had been slowly growing from birth, hence the balance problems resulting from 
sudden movement. 
So I do hope animal lovers will excuse the horror I felt when I discovered caged birds in the house. Fortu-
nately they were never let out, so my initial panic died down and I ignored the damned things as much as I 
could. My only dealings with them involved buying bird food for them from open sacks in the little shop in 
the square. 
I didn’t mind being left at home, but was horrified I would now have to feed the birds. The fact that they 
were of differing sizes is critical to what followed. In the dining room were two tiny canary type birds. Two 
bigger birds were in the living room and two doves were on the balcony. 
Perhaps it was through being so apprehensive that I did not take in “Madam’s” instructions fully. I was to 
give a different grain to each set of birds, but to be honest, grain is grain and I couldn’t see much differ-
ence. 
I was glad when the family arrived home, as I was ready for company. Then, the tirade began. There was a 
piercing cry then a torrent of fury. Totally unnoticed by me, the two smallest birds were flat on their 
backs, stone cold dead!! 
When the inquest was over, it seemed I had given the grain for the biggest bird to the littlest ones. 
Relations went down hill from there. In the end, I decided I was going home. Dad had very wisely given 
me a money belt with my fare home which he told me to keep quiet about and never let it leave my sight. 
So I made a surreptitious call home. I am not sure now about the exact details but dad told me not to tell 
them until I had everything booked. 
So, sometime in November I was home and then I got myself a job at Schofields department store - but 
that is another story - a la “Are you being served.”                 
                 Sylvia Brown 

Ukulele Groups  
Since the beginning of lockdown we have managed to keep in contact by issu-
ing a supplementary songbook full of interesting and challenging songs for 
everyone to have a go at.  
Geoff and Sue Dee have been running a weekly Zoom Strum-a-Long session 
on a Thursday for the Beginner and Improver Groups which has proved very 
popular. We aim to continue these for as long as needed. 
The Summer term was set to be the roll out of a new advanced Fingerstyle 
Ukulele group led and created by Brian Anthony - one of our very accom-
plished Players. Fingerstyle is a technique where tune melodies are played by 
plucking the strings with the fingers rather than strumming. This should ena-
ble us to create more interesting accompaniments to existing songbook 
songs, plus some new instrumental pieces. 
This new Group was rolled out on time and is available to all Players with 18 already signed up. Due to 
the suspension of all U3A Groups the Group’s current format is via a private Facebook Group comprising 
of a set of documentation plus many associated video tutorials. Players can access these at their own 
learning pace and Group written discussions are encouraged. Anyone needing assistance can post their 
questions which may end up with some Zoom help sessions if required. 
Needless to say we all wait in anticipation of a return to face to face interaction in the Groups. We had to 
cancel all performances that we do for local support groups, mostly for the elderly and vulnerable in our 
community, which was something that we always took great pleasure in doing. Hopefully those days too 
will return one day. Until then we will continue to use all means possible to maintain contact and enjoy 
playing our ukuleles. 
               Richard Fielding 
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Find us on Facebook 
Find us on Facebook, Fleet U3A has its own Fa-
cebook page which can be found by entering        
          Fleet U3A 
 in the search box at the top of a Facebook 
page.  We also have a Facebook Fleet U3A Mem-
bers Group only available for our own members 
to keep in touch, the link is on our Facebook 
page.  To join the Members Group you will need 
to enter your Membership Number for us to 
check before you are admitted to the Group 

Creative Writing 
We had hoped to declare the result of our random word short story competition, but sadly we received 
no entries. We assume members must have been busy doing other things or simply considered it too 
difficult.  To show how it could have been achieved, we ran it as an exercise for the two writing groups. 
Here are the winning stories from each group which both made the most of the 200 word allowance. The 
mandatory words have been highlighted.    Margaret Garrod and Beverley Carpenter 
 
The River by Margaret Keeley 
The tribe had made its winter camp at the mouth of a great river, where they would remain until the 
spring sunshine began to warm the earth.   Then they would return to the wilderness, to hunt and gather 
their food, just as their ancestors had before them. 
A young girl waded into the icy shallows, spear in hand, and waited for the tell-tale movement that 
meant food.   She peered into the gloomy depths and then gave a cry of fear, for there looking at her was 
a face, the mirror image of her own.   She dropped the spear, and the image broke into fragments and 
melted away.  
She grabbed the spear, for there would be trouble if she lost it, and ran back to the camp to tell her 
mother what she had seen.    
Her mother laughed and stroked her hair. 
‘The river holds all our images,’ she said.   ‘We just have to look for them.   If you look into the water and 
you don’t see your face, that’s when you should worry.   If we go back to the water and we both look, we 
will see your face and my face, and that is how it has always been.’ 
 
So That’s Who I Think I Am by Elizabeth Dalling 
I didn’t expect to be chosen as a subject on a TV programme tracing “celebrities’” ancestors.   It’s true I 
had gained some notoriety as the mouth-piece of a pressure group calling for a change in the law on as-
sisted suicide, but there were  better known names than mine associated with our cause and I believed 
my name would soon be forgotten.    
I am not interested in dry facts concerning distant family members, but I used to quiz my grandmother 
about her nine brothers and sisters - “a short life and a sweet one” she would quote from Jessie her 
youngest sister, and somehow fun-loving Jessie captivated me. 
It was with a mounting sense of anticipation that I parked in the drive of the house in Wilderness Road, 
where I believed Jessie’s daughter lived.   I felt excited and emotional.   This could be the last remaining 
link with my mother and grandmother.     
In my reversing mirror I saw a small, thin woman in the open doorway.   If I believed in ghosts, I would 
have said it was my grandmother.   Over tea she told me how Jessie ensured her life was short and 
sweet.   We would have understood one another, I know. 

Who Remembers Magic Mushrooms? 
Not much on the supermarket shelves yesterday 

so I decided to improvise. 

Dinner last night was a risotto I made with some 

mushrooms I foraged for locally. 

 

Not only was it delicious, but 

soon after a Welsh male voice 

choir of purple elephants 

showed up and sang the whole 

of Meatloaf’s Bat out of Hell 

album, accompanied by a light 

show.  

 

I must ask Paddy for the recipe—Ed 
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Cookery Group 
At present we are not meeting to cook but we are continuing to practise and try out new recipes at 
home.  This month was to have been South American recipes from Salsa and Vegetable Chilli 
to Chocolate Chilli Cookies but also included Frittata which is something easy to cook and without fixed 
required ingredients (except Egg) making it suitable for the current times when we have limited access to 
ingredients. 
                Carole & Jackie 

How to Make a Frittata 
Makes roughly six servings 
What You Need 
Choose 3-4 of the following: 
1 onion, diced 
1 potato, diced 
1 bell pepper, diced 
1 roasted red pepper, diced 
1-2 cups broccoli 
1-2 cups cauliflower 
1-2 leeks, diced 
12 ounces mushrooms, diced or thinly sliced 
1 cup leftover pasta 
1 cup leftover rice 
1-2 sausages, diced 
1 cup shredded chicken, pork, or beef 
1 cup tofu, diced 
Any other leftovers you may have in the fridge 
 

Instructions 
Heat the oven to 400°F. 
Sauté the Frittata  
Ingredients: If the meat is raw, cook that first and then remove it from the pan to add back in later. 
Cook the vegetables with a little oil over medium-high heat, starting with the longer-cooking veggies like 
onions and potatoes and ending with softer veggies like red peppers. Add any meat or tofu and cook just 
enough to warm through. 
Season the Vegetables: 
Since the vegetables will be mixed with eggs, you want to over-season them a bit here. Add whatever 
seasonings you wish to use along with a half teaspoon of salt. Let this cook for a minute, then taste it. It 
should taste strong, but still good.  Add more spices or salt if needed. 
Add the Cheese: 
Seal the bottom of the pan (if loose) with cheese. Spread the vegetables into an even layer on the bottom 
of the pan.  Sprinkle the cheese on top and let it just start to melt. 
Add the Eggs: 
Whisk the eggs together and pour them over the vegetables and cheese. Tilt the pan to make sure the 
eggs settle evenly over all the vegetables. Cook for a minute or two until you see the eggs at the edges of 
the pan beginning to set. 
Bake the Frittata: 
Put the entire pan in the oven and bake for 8 to 10 minutes until the eggs are set. To check, cut a small 
slit in the centre of the frittata. If raw eggs run into the cut, bake for another few minutes; if the eggs are 
set, pull the frittata from the oven. Cool for five minutes, then slice into wedges and serve. Leftovers will 
keep refrigerated for a week. 
Additional Notes: For a crispy top, run the frittata under the broiler/grill for a minute or two at the end 
of cooking. 

Seasoning Ingredients: 
1-3 teaspoons spices, like oregano, basil, thyme, 
smoked paprika, cumin, chilli powder 
1-2 cloves garlic, minced 
1/2 - 1 teaspoon salt 
 

Frittata Ingredients: 
1/2 - 1 cup shredded cheese (optional) 
6-8 large eggs, enough to cover the ingredients 

Equipment 
10" - 12" skillet – frying pan that can go in the oven 
Spatula 
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A Solution to CAT + DOG = ROW 
We are given O = 1 and asked to find the values of the other letters. We assume that all letters only have 
values between 0 and 9, and that two letters cannot have the same value. 
The sum is: 

CAT  CAT 
DOG D1G 
ROW R1W 

If A has any value from 0 to 9, (but not 1) A + 1 will always be 10 or less, so the tens column in the answer 
line will not be 1. The only way 1 can appear in the answer line is if there is a “carry 1” from the units col-
umn to make A + 1 + 1 = 11. A must be 9, so we have: 
 C9T 
 D1G 
 R1W 
This leads to the inequality for the units column T + G > 9 (10 or greater gives a carry 1) 
As the hundreds answer column is a single letter R, it must be less than 10 (R < 10), but there is a carry 1 
from the tens, so R < 9 
R cannot = 9 as A = 9 so R must < 8. Additionally, neither C nor D can be 1 as O = 1, so R cannot be 8 as 8 + 2 
= 10. This gives the second inequality: C + D < 8. 
As a test I tried T = 8, G = 7 and then T as 6 or 7 and G as 7 or 6. All are solutions: 
 298  596  296 
 317  217  617 
 615  813  913 
The choice of values for C and D did not matter as long as they meet C + D < 8 and are not 1, 9, or either of 
the values chosen for T and G. 
There is no unique solution. 
Question 2: How many solutions are there? 
Start with the units column and take values for T and see what values are allowed for G remembering that 
T and G cannot have the same value or be 1 or 9. This is best done as a table. Then repeat for C and D. The 
last row is the number of entries in that column, not the sum of them. 
  
T + G > 9 

 
The total number of entries is 24 
 
 Each entry in the first table for T and G could have 8 solutions as there are 8 combinations of C and D 
matching each one. This would give 8 x 24 = 192 valid solutions. 
However when, for example G is 2, D cannot be 2 so there are 3 less (= 5) combinations of C and D. Similar-
ly when G is 3 there are 6 valid combinations; G = 4 gives 6; G = 5 gives 7. This gives 5 + 6 + 6 + 7 combina-
tions. The rest all have 8.  
Therefore the number of valid combinations is: 5 + 6 + 6 + 7 + 4x8 + 5x8 + 6x8 = 144 
There are 144 valid solutions. 
(Perhaps it would be easier to write out the sum with every combination and count them) 
                Tony Gillespie 

T= 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No of 

G=             2 1 

G=           3 3 2 

G=         4 4 4 3 

G=         5 5 5 3 

G=     6 6   6 6 4 

G-   7 7 7 7   7 5 

G= 8 8 8 8 8 8   6 

 
 C + D  < 8

 
The total number of entries is 8 
 

C= 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 No of entries 

D=   2 2 2       3 

D= 3   3         2 

D= 4 4           2 

D= 5             1 
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Chair      
  

Paddy Powell           chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Secretary    
  

Alan Jones        secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Treasurer    
  

Neil Morley        treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Membership Sec  
  

Fiona Godfrey          memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Group Leaders’  
Liaison Sec  
  

Stephen Grosvenor  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Events Sec    
  

Carol Howlett           events@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Webmaster    
  

Chris Porter          webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Monthly Meetings 
Sec   
  

John Gawthorpe      meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Newsletter    
  

Sandy Redman         news@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Enquiries    Jan Glasscock           enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Programme Sec  Fiona Godfrey          programme@fleetu3a.org.uk   

Minutes Sec        Barbara Jones         minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Venues Sec       Barbara Jones        venues@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Outreach Sec     Jenny Teagle       outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk  

COMMITTEE 

EMAILS 

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS BEFORE 9 a.m.  
OR AFTER 5 p.m.  

Fleet U3a Web site 
You are reminded that Fleet u3a has a Website 
that is full of information including news, details 
of rearranged visits, sharing of experiences etc. 
Any breaking news will be on the scrolling panel 
on the home page. In addition there is a section 
of labelled ‘Coronavirus Times’ that has official 
announcements to members. The Web site in-
cludes space for help and advice, and some hu-
mour.  The Webmaster will welcome any contri-
butions for inclusion,  also images for the Gallery. 
Web address is: https://flu3aweb.wixsite.com/
fleetu3a       Chris  Porter 

We are lucky? 
Maybe we don't have it that bad?   
It’s a mess out there now. Hard to discern be-
tween what’s a real threat and what is just simple 
panic and hysteria. For a small amount of per-
spective at this moment, imagine you were born 
in 1900. 
 
On your 14th birthday, World War I starts, and 
ends on your 18th birthday. 22 million people per-
ish in that war. Later in the year, a Spanish Flu epi-
demic hits the planet and runs until your 20th 
birthday. 50 million people die from it in those 
two years. Yes, 50 million. 
On your 29th birthday, the Great Depression be-
gins. Unemployment hits 25%, the World GDP 
drops 27%. That runs until you are 33. The coun-
try nearly collapses along with the world econo-
my. 
When you turn 39, World War II starts. You aren’t 
even over the hill yet. And don’t try to catch your 
breath.  Between your 39th and 45th birthday, 75 
million people perish in the war. 
Smallpox was epidemic until you were in your 
40’s, as it killed 300 million people during your 
lifetime.  
At 50, the Korean War starts. 5 million perish. 
From your birth, until you are 55 you dealt with 
the fear of Polio epidemics each summer. You ex-
perience friends and family contracting polio and 
being paralyzed and/or die.  
At 55 the Vietnam War begins and doesn’t end for 
20 years. 4 million people perish in that conflict. 
During the Cold War, you lived each day with the 
fear of nuclear annihilation. On your 62nd birth-
day you have the Cuban Missile Crisis, a tipping 
point in the Cold War. Life on our planet, as we 
know it, almost ended. When you turn 75, the Vi-
etnam War finally ends. 
Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900. 
How did they endure all of that? When you were 
a kid in 1985 and didn’t think your 85 year old 
grandparent understood how hard school was. 
And how mean that kid in your class was. Yet they 
survived through everything listed above.  
Perspective is an amazing art. Refined and enlight-
ening as time goes on. Let’s try and keep things in 
perspective. Your parents and/or grandparents 
were called to endure all of the above 
and ......YOU ARE MERELY CALLED TO STAY HOME 
AND SIT ON YOUR COUCH - - - - - 
 

Haircut  
Anyone? 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL INVITATION  -  ACADEMIC YEAR COMMENCING SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
The subscription for the coming academic year has been retained at £14 per member.  Three options for membership renewal and pay-
ment are set out below. 
 

In 2019 Fleet & District U3A introduced a new web-based membership renewal system (Option 1).  Those members who made use of 
the scheme last year will receive their renewal invitations via email.  This paper invitation is being posted to those members who do not 
have an email address recorded on our database. 
 

Whichever option you choose this year, PLEASE HAVE YOUR COMPLETED RENEWAL RETURNED BY 8TH JULY 2020 
 

Renewal and Payment Options 
 

Option 1 On-line go to the 'Members' section of our website  www.fleetu3a.org.uk  and select 'Renew your Membership' (this re-
mains the Committee’s preferred renewal process).  The link quoted above will then take you to a web-page to process your pay-
ment –YOU DO NOT NEED TO HAVE AN ACCOUNT WITH PAYPAL.   

 

Option 2 By arranging an electronic transfer to the Fleet U3A CAF Bank account quoting :   
Sort code :  40-52-40     Account Number :  00006405 Your membership number as reference                       

 

Option 3 By cheque made payable to ‘Fleet U3A’ in the sum of £14 per member (one cheque per person please).   
  PLEASE DO NOT SEND CASH THROUGH THE POST. 

 

If paying by Options 2 or 3 please complete the form below (ticking the appropriate boxes) and post it to  
  Membership Secretary, Fleet & District U3A, 39A Court Farm Road, Longwell Green, Bristol S30 9AD 
 

 
 

 
 

PERSONAL DETAILS  Please use BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
Title : …………………………….   Forename : ……………………………………………    Surname : …………………………………………… 
 
Address : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Postal Town : ……………………………………….   County : ………………………………………  Post Code : ……………………………….. 
 
Telephone Number : ……………………………………………………….   Email address : ……………………………………………………. 
 
Gift Aid  (As a registered charity, Fleet U3A is able to treat your subscription as a Gift Aid Donation.)  
  

 
 
THIRD AID TRUST MAGAZINE (TAM) 

 
 
A General Reminder 
Please notify the Membership Secretary (memsec@fleetu3A.org.uk) or update your details on line if you change your name, home, 
email address, or telephone number at any future stage.              Thank you. 

 
 
 

               I am renewing my membership My membership number is :   

         Payment             Option 2 :  Bank Transfer            Option 3 : By the enclosed cheque 

            I have made a Gift Aid declaration in the past and wish it to remain in force 
    

            Please let me have the papers to set up a new donation 
    

            I wish to cancel a previous declaration / I am no longer a tax payer 

  I consent to my postal address information only, given above, being shared with the company that 

For Office 
Use Only 

  

         
Received 

  
             Membership Card and 
                   Programme Posted 

  
    Entered Onto 

Database 

    

  

 

  FLEET & DISTRICT  

           University of the Third Age 
U 3 A 

http://www.fleetu3a.org.uk

