
Page One 

   November FLEET & DISTRICT U3A 
Newsletter 

 
  
 
 
         Newsletter deadline : 5 p.m. 
    Friday 22nd November 2019 
       Next issue date :  Monday 2nd December 

 

Please try to restrict your articles to fewer than 350 words 
 

!!!  IMPORTANT FOR GROUP LEADERS  !!! 
The Newsletter is now distributed directly, to all with an 
email address, using the Beacon System. If possible, take a 
printed copy to your meetings for those without emails. 
Tell your members that it can be found on our website 
(www.fleetu3a.org.uk). 

GROUP LEADERS’ MEETINGS 
25th  March 2020:   Programme Checking at URCH  
3rd    July 2020 :        Group Leaders Lunch at VHHW 

 
EVENTS 2019 

20th November :    Annual General Meeting   
                                  at The Harlington 10.45 
6th December :       Christmas Lunch at VHHW 
        

 VISITS 2019 
 5th    December :   Rollers Winchester Christmas Market 
11th December :  Bournemouth Christmas Tree Festival &  
                               Russell Cotes House & Gallery 

 VISITS 2020 
26th  January :       ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ at Sonning Mill 
28th March :          Greenwich Painted Chapel 
3rd  April :               Torquay  
23rd April :             Hatfield House 
19th May :            Bowood House & Garden 
6th August :           Edinburgh Tattoo 

NOTICE BOARD 

 

U3A Diaries 
Our Fleet U3A didn't order any for resale this year, be-
cause we sold them at cost and ended up with some 
unsold last year. However you can order the U3A dia-
ries direct from the Third Age Trust website  u3a.org.uk 
Go to the Resources tab then Shop tab then Merchan-
dise and you will see the diaries.  The cost per diary is 
£3.25 and shipping seems to be free.  

Chat From The Chair 
 
Hello again, 
I love autumn, the colours, the cold and misty mornings, 
the settling into the new groups we have joined in our 
U3A and of course the making of new friends.  
There were several new members of our U3A and many 
old friends at the Quiz afternoon last week. Twelve 
teams entered the competition and did their best to 
answer the challenging questions set by Brian Robinson. 
Their brain power was improved with the delicious 
cream tea provided by our lovely catering team led by 
Peter Murray. The winning team, the Quiz-rail-ites, was 
led by Carol Noad. They will go forward to the Inter-U3A 
Quiz in March next year. We wish them every success. 
Thanks must go to Mike Brown and his hard-working 
events team for organising such a successful afternoon, 
again.  
On November 20th at 10.45 o’clock it will be our AGM, 
in the Harlington. We must be quorate for the AGM to 
take place. We need 190 members at least to be 
present before we can begin. Please do try to come 
along, it won’t take long! The AGM is followed by the 
Monthly Meeting speaker, Dr Peter Herring, who will 
tell us about ‘Fascinating Fungi : Friend or foe?’, a real 
seasonal treat for all those who enjoy walking in our 
woods and nature trails. Coffee will be served, as usual, 
from 10 o’clock and Christmas Lunch tickets will be on 
sale. See you there! 
At the AGM you will have the job of voting for your 
committee to carry on the important job of leading our 
vibrant and popular U3A. We have enthusiastic 
volunteers for most of the committee roles but we are 
still looking for someone willing to take on the role of 
Enquiries and Programme Secretary.  This person will be 
the ‘first impression’ of our U3A for many new 
members, answering email and phone enquiries (on a 
dedicated number) and leading on the completion of 
the next Fleet U3A programme booklet for 2020/2021. 
If you would like find out more about this opportunity 
to join our friendly committee, please contact me or any 
committee member. Our details are at the end of this 
newsletter.  
I look forward to seeing you at the AGM on November 
20th .       Paddy 

Introducing your New Web Master 
I am Chris Porter and have recently joined your Com-
mittee as Webmaster, subject of course to ratification at 
AGM. I have lived in Fleet for 37 years and have very 
much enjoyed participating in several U3A groups more 
recently. Many of you will  know me as a member of the 
Visits team. I look forward to continuing to learn in this 
new role and to helping to keep Members and the Public 
informed about News and our wide range of activities 
via the website for several years to come. 

Important Date for Your Diary 
Wednesday 20th November 2019 
Don’t forget to join us for the Fleet and 
District U3a AGM  at 10.45 
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Re: U3A Indoor Bowls 2 
Our indoor bowls group has been running for a few years now, and always has a good attendance. Our 
current group members number 32, some are beginners, and others are more experienced. Several 
members past and present, go on to join Bowling Clubs, having found enjoyment in the social atmos-
phere this group activity promotes. 
In the winter months particularly, when the days are 
short, the weather is poor, and outdoor pursuits limited, 
indoor bowls can fill the gap, and give another oppor-
tunity to socialise with like-minded people. Yes, you will 
need to be reasonably mobile, and if you wish to achieve 
a good standard, it helps to be well coordinated, but 
then that comes with practice, as with most things. It is 
not a physically demanding sport, more concentration 
than anything, but you will have to walk up and down 
the rink a few times during a game. You won’t get a 
more level playing field than this! 
Those who have never played bowls or even considered bowls as a pastime, may wonder how you even 
get started. Well, this venue is the ideal way to find out. You do not need any prior experience, as this is 
intended to give opportunities to people to try out something new, for a modest outlay, without com-
mitting to a full years membership of a club. We can assist in coaching and tuition, and if you are of a 
competitive nature, then we can fulfil that as well. Bowls has always seemed to be associated with the 
older generation, who aren’t able to do anything else! Nowadays this is far from the case, as younger 
people are now finding this a challenging sport as well. But we don’t aim to be of Olympic or World 
Championship status, just to have an enjoyable game. 
We meet on a Thursday between 12.00 and 2.00pm at the Farnborough Leisure Centre, which has an 
excellent 6 rink bowls hall. If you would like to give it a try, our next term starts on 9th Jan 2020, but 
please contact the undersigned beforehand, as spaces may be limited. 
There is also another Group which plays on a Wednesday. 
Some of our group engrossed in the action.            Craig Handyside , Group Leader. Tel No 07539 482740 

Update Your Details 

If any member knows they are going to change 
their email, address, phone numbers or want to 
add emergency contact details they can login to 
Beacon and update those details themselves. 

You can amend the information we hold for you 
on-line via Beacon and keep your contact details 
up to date by being able to view and change your 
own membership record.  Keeping your infor-
mation up to date is important so that Group 
Leaders can contact you, we can send you our 
U3A Newsletter and you can be kept informed of 
events organised by our U3A.  

Biscuit Wrappers 

Whilst eating your biscuits at your meeting please save 
your wrappers these can earn money for the U3A. No 
paper wrappers only packets like Digestives, Ginger 
nuts, Hobnobs. Save the wrappers and pass them to 
Jackie Cresswell.  Jackie.cresswell@ntlworld.com. 
01252 616289. A box will be at each monthly meeting.      
Thank you.                                          Jackie Cresswell 

Rollers Visit to Winchester Christmas Mar-
ket. Thursday December 5th 
Places remain for sign up at the November meeting 
or by email/phone. 
This trip departs at 9am from Cody Sports & Social 
Club and departs from Winchester at 5pm.  
The cost is  £23, coach only, including the driver’s 
tip. Parking costs are n/a. 
Payment in full at the time of booking, cheques 
made payable to - fleet U3A.  
Liability and refund policies are the same as the 
U3A visits group (see page 6 of Fleet & District U3A 
Programme 2019 to 2020.)  

 !!!   FIND US ON FACEBOOK NOW   !!! 
We have now created our own Fleet & District U3A 
Facebook page, which will be developed over time with 
your help and use. 
So please ‘LIKE’ and ‘FOLLOW’ our page.  Our page in 
Facebook can be found by putting ‘Fleet U3A’ in the search 
box at the top of a Facebook page. 

mailto:Jackie.cresswell@ntlworld.com
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Quiz Challenge 
This was held on the 18th October and was won by Caroline Noad's Quiz-Rail-ites team.  They will now 
represent Fleet U3A at the Inter-U3A Quiz next March.   
The competition was fierce but the Groundlings and the Gents 
Debating groups, who came second and third could not quite 
match them over the last few rounds.  The competition had 10 
rounds of 10 questions each scoring 2 points.  The Joker allows 
the team to double their score for a chosen round, thus giving a 
maximum score of 220.  The average score over all the teams 
was 154, an improvement on last year. 
Everybody seemed to enjoy the Cream Tea and the scones were 
especially good, many thanks to the Catering team led by Peter 
Murray.  My thanks go to Brian the quizmaster who put togeth-
er 100 challenging questions and to Sue and Kathy who kept 
track of the scorers.  As usual my thanks go to the Events team 
(Carol, Maureen Sue, Liz and Len) who set up the hall, without  
my assistance, and sold lots of raffle tickets. 
Many thanks to all the teams for entering, we hope you found it an enjoyable afternoon. 
The photo of the winning team shows how much they enjoyed the afternoon.                           Mike Brown 

The Quiz-rail-ites Anne,  Geoff, 

Caroline, Roger, Carolyn  & Peter,  

Visits 
Day 1. 
Denby pottery was the start of our visit to Derby. The 1.5 hr. factory 
tour started with a demonstration of ‘throwing a teapot’. This proce-
dure is now only for bespoke pieces as most are now automated. Cur-
rently, Korea, Japan and Asia are the most prominent buyers. The logis-
tics were mind boggling with the furnaces operating at 900 degrees, 
24/7, 365 days of the year, with the whole process of producing items 
taking 2 weeks and passing through 25 pairs of hands. The raw clay is 
quarried locally and there is enough to keep Denby busy for many, 
many years. All waste and damaged pots are recycled along with the 
plaster moulds which after 2 weeks use are recycled into plaster board 
and used by the building industry. After 200 years the process is still the 
same, throw or mould, dip in slip (watered down clay) fire to biscuit stage, decorate and fire again. Every 
piece glazed by hand, final firing. The whole tour was fascinating and there was the chance to make a 
Denby frog to take home. After a tour around the museum to’ spot the frog’, it was time to shop for pots 
in the Denby village. We then made our way to The Hallmark Hotel who greeted us with a welcome cup-
pa and biscuits while our luggage was sent to our rooms.  

Day 2.  
Our visit to Chatsworth, owned by the Duke & Duchess of Dev-
onshire, didn’t disappoint. The guides in every room were very 
helpful answering questions and pointing out things we may 
have missed like the violin hiding behind the door. But it was-
n’t, it was a painting. The house-keeper Mrs Hackett (disliked 
by the artist) was forever immortalised on the decorated ceil-
ing, snipping the ‘cords of life’ with her scissors. Some of us 
managed to see the grounds, waterfall and gardens before the 
rain set in. Bakewell, home of the pudding was a must stop, on 
the way back to the hotel.             Carole Matthews 
 
For the further adventures of days 3 and 4, of the Derby visit, 
See page 3 
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All weather strollers. 
Never deterred, strollers took to an appreciation of 
the resplendent autumn colours. Vivid, flaming 
reds, golds, russets and greens, Wyn was heard to 
say, “Who needs New England when you can have 
Morrisons car park!” 
Yes we strolled twice round the car park followed 
by the well-deserved coffee. Fun was had by all. 
Next attempted stroll, Oct. 28th at 10am meeting in  
Morrisons car park.     Jenny Teagle 

Visits continued  

Day 3.  Volunteer Andrew, who has been an engineer for nearly 50 years 
in Masson  Mill demonstrated the looms working.  Raw cotton was spun 
into thread, either for sewing or woven into cloth.  We could understand 
why the workers became adept at lip reading as the machines were so 
noisy, speaking was almost impossible to hear. The shuttle could reach up 
to 50 miles and hour and great care was needed to replace a broken 
thread in the machines which would not pass ‘elf and safety’ today. After 
I found it amusing that the men searched the outlet rails for bargains, 
while the ladies did their own thing.              
 On the way back to the hotel (sort of) there were two surprises.  In 1665 cloth was delivered to a local 
tailor in Eyam (now known as the plague village) from London. He placed it in front of his fire to dry out. 
The heat drove out the fleas that carried bubonic plague from the London rats. 260 died, out of a popula-
tion of 350, but it had been contained to the village due to the foresight of the local parson.  The second 
was the drive through the Derbyshire Peak district, which was at its scenic  best with sun on the hills as 
we travelled along the notorious Snake Pass, which is always on the news when there is heavy snow fall 
in the area. Passing on past Derwent Water, the testing area of the ‘Barnes Wallis’ Bouncing Bomb.’ RAF 
615 Squadron led the Dambusters WWII attack on the Ruhr the German industrial heartland. The 
‘Dambusters’ film was shot here as well. 
Day 4. It was off to the Crick Tram Museum, some were able to ride the trams before the weather 
stopped all rides. It was disappointing but the inside exhibits kept us interested until it was decided to 
abort the trip early. Needless to say, the weather brightened on the way back to the hotel, so some de-
cided to explore Derby. 
Another surprise visit was on the way home, to the Bass Brewing 
Museum. A tour explaining the whole brewing procedure to the 
distribution via the Shire horses and the vintage vehicles and the 
diorama of Burton-on Trent completed the understanding of Bass 
beer production. The icing on the cake, or in this case the froth on 
the beer, was the three tokens included in the price to sample the 
beer. There were a few ZZZs on the coach on our way home after 
an interesting fun filled few days. Good accommodation, good food 
and company completed our Derby trip.                        Carole Matthews 

Craft Group 
Ladies from the Friday afternoon Craft group spent 
an enjoyable afternoon  clicking their knitting and 
crochet needles to produce over 84 poppies. 
These poppies are forming part of the Remem-
brance Day Display in Sew Busy in the Hart Shop-
ping Centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please go and see the display.    Jackie Cresswell 

Zumba Gold 
Fridays from 11:00 to 12:00 
Zumba Gold is a form of exercise/ dance to a varie-
ty of music. It is a ‘workout’ that is good for the 
heart, balance and muscles, which everyone can 
access at their own pace and level. 
Currently there are spaces available on Friday 
mornings from 11:00 to 12:00. If you are interested 
in joining please contact Jane Jeffares for more de-
tails:   j.jeffares@yahoo.co.uk  

mailto:j.jeffares@yahoo.co.uk
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Creative Writing 
A Lucky Mistake by Margaret Keeley 
 
‘Lucky?’ snorted Miriam unkindly, ‘what kind of a name is that?’ ‘Lucky Matibi,’ replied Cynthia. ‘She’s from Zam-
bia, I think. She’s my new neighbour. She’s teaching at the University. She said she’d like to get to know some peo-
ple in the village and asked if she could attend our next WI meeting. What do you think?’ ‘She doesn’t sound quite 
our type,’ sniffed Miriam. ‘We can’t have any old person turning up.’ ‘We are short of new members though,’ said 
Cynthia. ‘We do need the subscriptions…’ ‘I’ll put it to the Committee on Thursday,’ said Miriam. ‘We’ll let them 
decide.’ 
On Friday morning Miriam rang Lucky’s doorbell. 
‘The WI Committee would like to invite you to our next meeting,’ she announced, grandly. Lucky smiled, a warm, 
slow smile. ‘Indeed,’ she said, in rich, velvety tones, ‘I am honoured.’ 
The following Monday evening Lucky made her stately way to the church hall where the monthly WI meeting took 
place. A large lady with skin the colour of polished mahogany, she wore several layers of loose, colourful clothes 
topped by a multi-coloured turban. Conversation paused as she entered the hall. 
The Chairman, Jean, took advantage of the lull to call the meeting to order.   Lucky sat near the back, observing 
the proceedings. 
‘Firstly,’ said Jean, ‘I would like to extend a warm welcome to our two new arrivals. Jenny Scott and, er, Lucky 
Matibi.’ 
Some heads turned in Lucky’s direction, and quickly swiveled back as she treated them to a beaming smile. 
‘Then,’ continued Jean, ‘we should move on to the arrangements for the Great Village Bake-off, all profits from 
which will go to St. Leonard’s Hospice. Entry forms are at the back of the hall, so please help yourselves.’ 
When there was a break for coffee Lucky made her way over to Jenny, who was standing by herself. 
‘Are you going to enter the Bake-off?’ she asked. ‘Oh, I don’t know,’ said Jenny gloomily. ‘I’m not much of a cook 
really.’ “Have you lived here long?’ ‘Six months. But,’ Jenny lowered her voice, ‘it seems more like six years. Paul, 
my husband, is away a lot, and I really haven’t found it easy to make friends with people. They keep you very 
much at arm’s length.’ 
Lucky nodded. ‘Where I come from it’s the opposite. Sometimes you get too many people wanting your time. Do 
you have children?’ 
‘I have a son, Adam, he’s eight.   I’m afraid he’s finding it as hard as I am.’ 
 ‘Come to my flat tomorrow, and I’ll teach you how to make biscuits for this Bake-off they’re having.   Here,’ Lucky 
picked up two entry forms, ‘take one of these.’ 
The following day the two women were in Lucky’s kitchen mixing biscuit dough.    
‘How did you come to be called Lucky?’ asked Jenny. ‘Oh, it was a mistake. I should have been called Lucy, but the 
registrar made an error.   My mum said she liked it better anyway, and so it stayed.   I like it – I’ve always been 
lucky.’ 
The day of the Bake-off arrived, and the women trooped into the hall with their offerings.    
‘I really don’t know why we bother,’ said Cynthia, ‘we all know Miriam will win and Jean will come second.’ 
Lucky smiled as she and Jenny walked in behind her. 
They put down plates piled high with plain-looking biscuits.   Miriam looked down her nose at them and sniffed. 
‘Try one,’ said Lucky.  “You might like them.’ 
As the judges circulated, trying morsels of cake, they found themselves constantly returning to take more of 
Lucky’s biscuits.  She reloaded the plate from her carrier bag, and then did the same for Jenny’s. 
‘What is your recipe?’ asked a flushed Cynthia. ‘They have an unusual flavour.’ Lucky smiled.  ‘Just some herbs and 
spices from my homeland,’ she explained. 
The room became noisier and someone put on music. Before long Miriam was leading a conga out of the Hall and 
around the village streets, into Boots the Chemist and out of the other side.   The conga formed into a circle in the 
car park and began the Hokey Cokey.  
‘Here,’ said Lucky to Jenny, who was watching in amazement, ‘these are for the children.   They’re not as strong.   
Go on, take them over to them.’ 
Soon the village children were playing an enthusiastic game of cricket on the green, and Adam was cheered as he 
dived to catch a ball.  ‘I wonder if that boy would be interested in joining our youth team,’ she heard someone say.   
‘He’s a natural.’  ‘He’s never played cricket before,’ said Jenny. ‘I’m going to give the rest of these to the men,’ said 
Lucky.   ‘It’s a shame they’re not joining in.’ 
The village didn’t quieten until about four in the morning, and the following day nobody could remember who had 
won the Bake-off, nor indeed did anyone care.       © Margaret Keeley 
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U3A National Newsletter 

Sign up to receive the new national newsletter at  

https://u3a.org.uk/email  
for U3A stories, events, advice, opportunities and more.   

Christmas Lunch 
This Luncheon will take place between 12 
o’clock and 2 o’clock on Friday 6th December in 
the Victoria Hall at Hartley Wintney. There are 
still tickets available if you would like to come. 
They will be on sale at the AGM and  at the 
Monthly Meeting on 20th November. If you 
would like to attend the lunch but are unable to 
attend either of these meetings please contact 
me at events@fleetu3a.org.uk      Carol Howlett 

Music Appreciation Group 
The Music Appreciation Group continues to cater 
for a wide range of musical tastes, while keeping 
a foot firmly in the classical music genre. Our pre-
senters bring their enthusiasm and insights to us 
in a variety of formats, using the AV facilities at 
SS Philip and James Church to the full. 
So far we have had Derek Canfield recounting 
‘When Beethoven Threw The Stew’ and other sto-
ries of the various eccentricities of some of the 
great composers, and Richard Wigram taking us 
‘Beyond Jerusalem’ in his study of Hubert Parry 
(generally known just for ‘I Was Glad’ and 
‘Jerusalem’.) 
Now into his third decade of presenting to us, 
Brian Smith paused by his CD shelf to pull out 90 
minutes’ music from the section marked ‘Ad – 
Br’. We will probably have at least another ten 
years’ material before we get to Z. 
Barry and Wendy Appleton charmed us with 
Massenet, Morricone and McCartney, whilst 
nudging us to pay more attention to Erik Satie. 
‘He is more than just the Gymnopedies’.  
And Paul Deeley – he of the Graham Hix Quintet 
– presented ‘Jazz Meets Classical’, illustrating 
how melodies from composers as varied as Pro-
kofiev, Rachmaninov, Sibelius and Richard 
Strauss prompted versions by jazz greats such as 
Oliver Nelson, Wayne Shorter and Troy Roberts. 
Fascinating. 
Members’ favourites Alan Grace and Mike Rance 
will be giving presentations in November: you’d 
be very welcome to join us at ‘P&J’ on alternate 
Thursday afternoons.                John Gawthorpe 

Jazz Appreciation Group 
One of the best jazz drummers in the country, Ste-
ve Brown, visited us on Thursday 31 October; I will 
tell you all about it in the December Newsletter.  
In November we have two sessions. On the 14th, 
Graham Langley presents a talk and a film on 
'Celluloid Archaeology'.  The background is this. In 
late 2017 Graham gave a presentation to the UK 
conference of the International Association of Jazz 
Record Collectors. He called the talk ‘Celluloid Ar-
chaeology’ and the subject was the research he 
undertook to identify the 92 musicians appearing 
at the National Amateur Jazz Band Competition at 
the National Jazz Festival in Richmond in 1963. 
Graham will give us a version of this presentation, 
including the film. 
The second session of the day will be Alan Mowat 
offering us his 'Desert Island Discs' --  jazz of 
course. 
On the 28th, Martyn Bennett and I will play tracks 
from numerous (so-called) Jazz Singers. Martyn will 
do the lady singers and I'll do the men. Our ap-
proach is to consider what it is that causes us to 
call them 'jazz singers'. 
All U3A members are welcome to the Jazz Appreci-
ation Group. Why not come along and give us a 
try?  There's room. We meet on alternate Thursday 
mornings (10.30 till 12.30) at the St Philip & St 
James church on Kings Road.            Mike Rance 

U3A Keep Fit  
Due to popular demand, this term we've added 
another Keep Fit class to our programme. The new 
class meets term time, 10 to 11am on Thursdays at 
Fleet Methodist church - same instructor, Carol 
Lynch, as the Wednesday class. 
We've had a successful first term and anticipate 
that we'll have just a small number of places for 
the January 2020 term. If you're interested please 
contact Alan Goldring on akgoldring@gmail.com                                          

Mixed Media Group 

(note written by a new lady to the group) 
“I joined Eileen Griffin's group 'Mixed Media' in 
September. I had not painted for a while, but join-
ing the group has inspired me.  Members are us-
ing acrylic inks, pastels, a new glitter paint as well 
as watercolour and acrylic paint. 
It is a friendly group and I have been made to feel 
very welcome. 
I think I shall learn a lot from the wide variety of 
styles, and Eileen is on hand to give advice and 
help when needed. Valerie Fulker” 

mailto:events@fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:akgoldring@gmail.com
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!!!   FIND US ON FACEBOOK NOW   !!! 
 We have now created our own Fleet & District U3A 
Facebook page, which will be developed over time 
with your help and use. 
 
So please ‘LIKE’ and ‘FOLLOW’ our page.  Our page 
in Facebook can be found by putting ‘Fleet U3A’ in 
the search box at the top of a Facebook page. 

Chair   Paddy Powell  chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Secretary  Alan Jones  secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Treasurer  Neil Morley  treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Membership Sec Fiona Godfrey  memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Group Leaders’ 
Liaison Sec  Leigh Palmer  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Events Sec  Mike Brown  events@fleetu3a.org.uk 
Deputy Events Sec        Carol Howlett   

 

Webmaster  Chris Porter  webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Monthly 
Meetings Sec  John Gawthorpe meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Newsletter  Sandy Redman  news@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Enquiries  Barbara & Alan  enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Minutes Sec       Barbara Jones               minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 
Venues Sec      venues@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Outreach Sec    Jenny Teagle  outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS BEFORE 9a.m OR 
AFTER 5p.m. 

COMMITTEE   
EMAILS 

MONTHLY MEETINGS PROGRAMME 
            2019   

Nov. 20th     AGM plus Fascinating Fungi, Friend or 
      Foe? 
       Speaker: Dr Peter Herring 

2020 
January 15th    The Story of Berlin 1931 to 1989 
     Speaker: Alan Grace      
February 19th  Fleet Pond 
      Speaker:  Colin Gray MBE   
March 18th          In search of Elgar 
     Speaker: Richard Wigram  
April 15th     Fleet U3A Open Morning  
 Groups  provide exhibits / Displays and     

information regarding their Group 
May 20th          Al Bowlly, Britain’s first  pop star  
     Speaker : Jerry Ward     
 June 17th         The Flying Girls  
     Speaker: Anita Mays       
     John Gawthorpe 

 

Don’t forget to come along from 9:45 am for a 

coffee and a chat in the function room next to 

the main hall of the Harlington. 

Monthly Meetings 
The observant among us – most probably those 
with grandchildren – will have spotted the large 
models of wild animals and then dinosaurs dotted 
around Fleet over the last two summers. And 
those who haven’t can surely not have missed 
‘Santa’s Post Office’ last Christmas, occupying an 
empty shop in the Hart Shopping Centre? 
All these have been initiatives from the Fleet Busi-
ness Improvement District (B.I.D.) Tracey Shrimp-
ton gave us a lively and enthusiastic presentation, 
explaining the purpose of a B.I.D. and how it op-
erates.  
She recognised the view that every empty shop 
front in Fleet stands out like a missing tooth; one 
aim of a B.I.D. is to keep these closures to a mini-
mum, and to promote opportunities for other re-
tailers. Tracey was pleased to highlight the fact 
that ten new retailers have opened up recently, 
an indication that the outlook is not as gloomy as 
it may sometimes feel. 
Tracey shared with us research which points up 
how – with the ease and availability of on-line 
shopping – visitors to a High Street are looking for 
a more varied ‘offer’. Leisure opportunities, in-
cluding restaurants and coffee shops, are clearly 
part of the expectations we have. 
Fleet, it seems, is quite a popular place for busi-
nesses to set up offices: the workforce can access 
a range of shops, banks with face to face service 
and other facilities within easy reach in a lunch 
hour or after work. 
Presentations to Fleet U3A tend to focus on the 
past: it was encouraging that 125 of us came to 
hear a bit about the future. However, as Paddy 
will no doubt have pointed out, we will need 
close on 200 in November, to enable our AGM to 
flow quickly and efficiently, before we sit back to 
hear Dr Peter Herring talking on ‘Fascinating Fun-
gi, Friend or Foe?’.                        John Gawthorpe 


