FLEET & DISTRICT u3a
News Bulletin
Chat from the Chair
Hello,
Just a quick word to go with this one-off news
bulletin in preparation for our restart in September.
Every member of the committee is doing their
best to keep up with the ever-changing news,
updates, advice and reminders from the government, the Third Age Trust and local networks of
U3As. We have made some errors in our advice
along the way in our keenness to keep you all
safe and secure as we reopen our groups in indoor settings. This news bulletin is an attempt to
clarify our messages to you, based on what we
know currently.
The overwhelming message is that we trust our
Group Leaders to make the best judgment for
their groups as they know their members, their
venue and the constraints or otherwise of the
activity they facilitate. However, it will always be
you, the individual member, who must make the
final decision as to whether you feel comfortable
about re-joining your groups in person.
As you know, we have cancelled our usual enrolment morning in August as we judged that most
people would prefer to sign up for groups by
email or telephone directly to the Group Leader
this year. Please remember to do this as soon as
you like so that GLs can begin to plan for the
start of term. On a personal note, I have spaces
in my ‘Introduction to Duplicate Bridge’ group so
please do contact me directly if you are interested in learning to play Bridge or in just refreshing
your knowledge.
Our monthly speaker meetings will begin as usual on September 15th in the Harlington. I look
forward to seeing many of you for coffee beforehand and to enjoy a talk from one of our own
Fleet U3A members. Yvonne Hockey will be
speaking about ‘Fragrances: facts and fables’.
See you there,
Paddy

August 2021

Have you forgotten to renew or
were you waiting to see if we were
restarting? Well we are starting, in
September, to meet in person again
so why not join us.
Ed.

Fleetu3a
Membership renewal 2021
Please see page 2 for full details of
the renewal process. It really will
assist your Membership Secretary
and the Treasurer if you will renew
online. If you have never done this
before please give it a go, it is safe
and easy to do.
If you need to renew by post then
please see page 3 for details.

Joining Groups
Anyone wishing to join a group should contact the
Group Leader directly. The contact details are
contained within the programme that you should
have now received.
If you have previously been a member of a group
then it may be that that Group Leader has already
contacted you. If this is not the case then please
do not wait, be proactive and get hold of them
and ask what the way forward is for your group/s.
It will be up to each member to decide whether
they wish to join in or not. What ever you decide I
do hope that you continue to support the Group
Leaders and your Fleet u3a.
Ed.

New Members’ Coffee Morning
It is planned that this will take place at 10.30 on Friday 3rd September at the Baptist
Church in Basingbourne Road, Church Crookham, GU52 6TH
Whilst this is intended for new members existing members can of course also join in, particularly if they have questions, hopefully friendly ones, for the Committee or any GL’s that are present.
P.S. plenty of biscuits and you can have tea if you prefer.
Ed.
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Membership Renewal
Now that it looks as though lockdown restrictions will be lifted and (hopefully) everyone has now been
double jabbed I do hope you will give a thought to renewing your membership.
For those of you who have renewed your membership, a very big “Thank you”.
As you are renewing after July there is a chance of not receiving your membership card and programme
in time for Group Enrolment - don’t forget, the Group Leader(s) of the group(s) you wish to join need
to have confirmation of your current membership status before they can enrol you.

As with last year and due to COVID-19 restrictions, your Committee has decided that
Group Enrolment Day on August 25th will be conducted by email and/or telephone.
The easiest and preferred renewal method is to pay via the website.
The website is available now for on-line renewals.
To Renew your Membership Go to www.fleetu3a.org.uk
Select the ‘MEMBERSHIP’ drop down menu (located on the top right-hand side of the screen) and
choose the ‘RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP’ option. Full details are given on this page of the website. You
will then need to enter :
Membership number :
numeric
Forename :
with leading capital
Surname :
with leading capital
Post Code :
all capitals with one space between the two portions of the postcode
i.e. GU** *XX
Email :
all lower case

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST TYPE IN EVERYTHING - DO NOT USE THE SELF-POPULATING FACILITY

Remember : You do NOT need to have a PayPal account in order to pay. You can pay by either a credit
or debit card using the guest facility. Please scroll down to the end of the PayPal site as
you will then find the guest facility.
Note :

If you pay via this method your membership card will be emailed to you automatically.
If, however, you do not receive it within 24 hours please contact
memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk and I will email you a copy.

Whether you renew on-line, by Bank Transfer or by post, the request is very straightforward.
PLEASE TRY TO HAVE YOUR RENEWAL COMPLETED BY THE GROUP ENROLMENT DAY on WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 25th 2021
After this date, I will be posting the new Fleet U3A Programmes to all those who have renewed on time.
Your Group Leader(s) and Committee have worked hard in order to facilitate the continuation of group
‘meetings’ during the past 12 months and we look forward to receiving your renewal notification in due
course. Best regards
Fiona
Membership Secretary
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The subscription for the coming academic year has been set at £14 per member. Three options for membership
renewal and payment are set out below.
In 2015 Fleet & District U3A launched a web-based membership renewal system (Option 1). Those members who
made use of the scheme last year will receive their renewal invitations via email. This paper invitation is being
posted to those members who do not have an email address registered on our database.
Whichever option you choose this year, PLEASE HAVE YOUR RENEWAL COMPLETED BY 25TH AUGUST 2021
Renewal and Payment Options
Option 1 Fleet U3A's recommended renewal process:
Go to
www.fleetu3a.org.uk and select the
'Membership' tab and then 'Renew your Membership'. Please read the full Guidance notes on that
'Renew Membership' page. You will need your membership number, forename, surname, postcode and
email address to log into Beacon. Beacon will transfer you to PayPal to pay, YOU DO NOT NEED TO SIGN
UP FOR AN ACCOUNT WITH PAYPAL, you can just pay with a debit or credit card. Those who pay via this
option should receive their membership card(s) by email within a few minutes. If your membership card
email is not received within 24 hours, please inform memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
Option 2 By arranging an electronic transfer to the Fleet U3A CAF Bank account quoting :
Sort code : 40-52-40 Account Number : 00006405
Your membership number as reference
Option 3 By cheque made payable to Fleet U3A in the sum of £14 per member. Please do not send cash
through the post.
If paying by Options 2 or 3 please complete the form below (ticking the appropriate boxes) and post it to
Membership Secretary, Fleet & District U3A, 39A Court Farm Road, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9AD
I am renewing my/our membership(s)

Payment method :

My/our membership number(s) is/

Option 2 : Bank Transfer

Option 3 : By the enclosed cheque

PERSONAL DETAILS Please use BLOCK CAPITALS
Member 1 :
Title : ………… Forename : …………………………………… Surname : …………………………………………..
Member 2 :
Title : ………… Forename : …………………………………… Surname : ……………………………………………
Address : …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Postal Town : ………………………………………. County : ……………………………………… Post Code : ………………………………..
Telephone Number : ………………………………………………………. Email address : …………………………………………………….
Gift Aid (As a registered charity, Fleet U3A is able to treat your subscription(s) as a Gift Aid Donation.)
I/we have made a Gift Aid declaration in the past and wish it to remain in force
Please let me/us have the papers to set up a new donation
I/we wish to cancel a previous declaration / I/we am/are no longer a tax payer(s)
Optional consent to receive Third Age Trust Magazines by post
I/we consent to my/our postal address information only, given above, being
shared with the company that oversees the distribution of the Third Age Trust
Magazines.
A General Reminder Please notify the Membership Secretary (mesec@fleetu3A.org.uk) or update your details
on line if you change your name, home, email address or telephone number at any future stage. Thankyou
For Office
Use Only

Received

Membership Card and
Programme Posted

Entered Onto
Database
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Upcoming Visits
The following visits have been arranged :
 September 23rd 2021 - Day Trip to Hastings
with plenty of free time - Cost £23.00. Bookings being taken now.
 March 30th 2022 - 3 Night Stay in Lincoln at a
4* Hotel. Free time and a visit to Lincoln’s Aviation Heritage Centre.
If anyone is interested they should contact Carole
Matthews at visits@fleetu3a.org.uk for more information and to book a place.

Whist - Potential New Group
If anyone is interested in playing Whist they
should contact Kit Neville for details. Kit can be
contacted on knev234@uwclub.net

Programme Update
1. The most recent version of the Programme is
on the website at fleetu3a.org.uk. Some adjustments to timings have been made.
2. The newest group is Cribbage, which is seeking
new members. It will run fortnightly, starting on
Friday October 8th at 11.00-12.30, by Jackie
Bignall. Contact details are 07990 575341
jackybignall@hotmail.com
3. Health and Wellbeing: the main point of contact for this group is Stuart Williams, his contact
details are 01252 665639 or
stuart.williams27556@ntlworld.com
The second POC is Richard Franklin on 01252
616904 or richard.franklin2@outlook.com
Monthly Meetings
The next meeting will take place at the Harlington
Centre on Wednesday 15th September at 11.00
with coffee being served from 9.45. This month’s
talk is ‘Fragrances : facts and fables’.

Find us on Facebook
Find us on Facebook - Fleet U3A has its
own Facebook Members Group, our Facebook page can be found by entering
“Fleet U3A” in the search box at the top
of any Facebook page. You can then
request to join our private Members only group, you will be asked for your
Name and Membership number.

Group Leaders Meeting & Lunch
GL’s are reminded that this will take
place at 10.00 on Friday 10th September 2021 at Victoria Hall, Hartley Witney. Following the Meeting there will
be a buffet lunch.
Hart Community Garden
Hart Voluntary Action (HVA) are looking to set up a Community Garden.
This will be looked after by volunteers
and therefore it may be of interest to
individual members of Fleetu3a or perhaps could
give rise to a Gardening Group being established.
If you are interested in setting up such a Gardening Group then please let us know.

COMMITTEE
EMAILS
Chair

Paddy Powell

chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk

Secretary

Alan Jones

secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk

Treasurer

Neil Morley

treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk

Membership Sec

Fiona Godfrey

Group Leaders’
Liaison Sec

Stephen Grosvenor groups@fleetu3a.org.uk

Events Sec

Carol Howlett

events@fleetu3a.org.uk

Webmaster

Chris Porter

webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk

Monthly
Meetings Sec

John Gawthorpe

meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk

Newsletter

Sandy Redman

news@fleetu3a.org.uk

Enquiries

Jan Glasscock

enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk

Programme Sec

Andy Kirk

programme@fleetu3a.org.uk

Minutes Sec

Barbara Jones

minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk

Venues Sec

Barbara Jones

venues@fleetu3a.org.uk

Outreach Sec

Jenny Teagle

outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk

Publicity Sec

Adrian Van Klaveren publicity@fleetu3a.org.uk

memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS BEFORE 9 a.m.
OR AFTER 5 p.m.
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