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FLEET &  DISTRICT u3a 
Newsletter 

June 

2021 

Chat from The Chair 
There seems to be a feeling of antici-

pation in the air at the moment. The 

weather is set to improve and we 

are able to meet friends and family 

with few restrictions. And, of course, you are all 

looking forward to u3a day on Wednesday June 

2nd!  

I and other trustees are keen to meet as many 

members as possible next Wednesday as well as 

to encourage newly retired people to join our 

merry band. Please stop and say hello and if you 

have time, please help to spread the word about 

our wonderful organisation. Everyone will be easi-

ly identifiable in the team colours of blue and yel-

low (I trust you have your wardrobe plans well in 

hand). The committee will be walking about with 

placards, designed by our very own Andy Kirk, and 

will be handing out leaflets and business cards to 

the general public. There will be a stall in the Hart 

Centre (near Waitrose) from 10 o’clock until 4 

o’clock, where more info will be available for pro-

spective members along with a display of stories 

from the Creative Writing group. For those with a 

keen eye, you will see several dioramas in local 

shops and businesses illustrating our group activi-

ties. If you can spot them all there might be a 

prize involved. You could make it a treasure hunt 

for the grandchildren, and you of course. Just 

note down the topic and the place where each 

diorama is on display, put your name and contact 

details on the list and hand it in on Wednesday or 

email it to enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk .  

Thank you to all those who attended the Special 

General Meeting last month. Despite the hitch 

with the voting form, there was a majority vote in 

favour of accepting our new constitution. You will 

find a copy of it on our website. 

The committee is very grateful to the new Group 

Leaders who are stepping forward to set up new 

groups or take over from retiring GLs to ensure 

their groups continue to thrive. It’s not too late to 

see your name in the new programme for 2021-

2022 if you have an idea for a new group, just let 

us know. Nothing is too outlandish for our mem-

bers! 

I will be looking out for you on Wednesday! 

                                                                              Paddy  

 

2nd June      - National u3a Day 

16th June     - Monthly Zoom Meeting  

                         Robots & Artificial Intelligence:          

              Do we need to worry?  

24th October   - “Top Hat” at The Mill,  Sonning  

10th September-  GL’s Annual Meeting  and 

                       Lunch 

14th November  - 2 Night stay in Thursford                     

                    for Christmas Show    
News Flash -  There is a vacancy on this trip, if 

anyone wishes to go please contact Carole 
Matthews. 

3rd December    - Christmas Lunch 

Fleetu3a 

Membership renewal 2021 

Please see page 2 for full details 

of the renewal process. It really 

will assist your Membership Sec-

retary and the Treasurer if you 

will renew online. If you have 

never done this before please give 

it a go, it is safe and easy to do.  

If you need to renew by post then 

please see page 3 for details. 

June 2nd 

National U3a Day 

To celebrate the day 

join us in Fleet 

see page 4  

for details 

mailto:enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk
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Membership Renewal 2021 
It is now that time of year when your membership of Fleet u3a is due for renewal (details of the various 
payment methods are included on the form attached with this newsletter).  
 
The deadline for renewal is 13th July.  If you renew after this date, you stand the chance of not receiving 
your membership card and programme in time for Group Enrolment  -  don’t forget, the Group Leader(s) 
of the group(s) you wish to join need to have confirmation of your current membership status before 
they can enrol you.   
 
As with last year and due to COVID-19 restrictions, your Committee has decided that Group Enrolment 

Day on August 25th will be conducted by email and/or telephone.  
Further details will be in the newsletter. 

 
The easiest and preferred renewal method is to pay via the website.  The website will be available for on
-line renewals w.e.f. 1st June 2021 : 
 

Go to   www.fleetu3a.org.uk   

Select the ‘MEMBERSHIP’ drop down menu (located on the top right-hand side of the screen) and 
choose the ‘RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP’ option.  Full details are given on this page of the website.  
You will then need to enter : 
 

Membership number : numeric 
Forename :            with leading capital 
Surname :             with leading capital 
Post Code :                      all capitals with one space between the two portions of the postcode   
                                              i.e.       GU** *XX 
Email :                                 all lower case 

 

  PLEASE NOTE THAT YOU MUST TYPE IN EVERYTHING  -  DO NOT USE THE SELF-POPULATING  
  FACILITY 

 
Remember :  You do NOT need to have a PayPal account in order to pay.  You can pay by either a credit 

or debit card using the guest facility. 
 
Note : If you pay via this method your membership card will be emailed to you automatically.  If, 

however, you do not receive it within 24 hours please contact memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk and 
I will email you a copy. 

 

Whether you renew on-line, by Bank Transfer or by post, the request is very straightforward: 
 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR RENEWAL COMPLETED BY TUESDAY 13th JULY 2021 
 

After this date, I will be posting the new Fleet U3A Programmes to all those who have renewed on time. 
 
Your Group Leader(s) and Committee have worked hard in order to facilitate the continuation of group 
meetings during the past 12 months and we look forward to receiving your renewal notification in due 
course. 
 

Best regards 

Fiona Godfrey 
Membership Secretary  

http://www.fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
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The subscription for the coming academic year has been set at £14 per member.  Three options for membership renewal and payment 
are set out below. 
 

In 2015 Fleet & District U3A launched a web-based membership renewal system (Option 1).  Those members who made use of the 
scheme last year will receive their renewal invitations via email.  This paper invitation is being posted to those members who do not have 
an email address registered on our database. 
 

Whichever option you choose this year, PLEASE HAVE YOUR RENEWAL COMPLETED BY 13TH JULY 2021 
 

Renewal and Payment Options 
 

Option 1 Fleet U3A's recommended renewal process:   Go to   www.fleetu3a.org.uk  and select the 'Membership' tab and then 'Renew 
your Membership'.   Please read the full Guidance notes on that 'Renew Membership' page.  You will need your membership 
number, forename, surname, postcode and email address to log into Beacon.  Beacon will transfer you to PayPal to pay, YOU 
DO NOT NEED TO SIGN UP FOR AN ACCOUNT WITH PAYPAL, you can just pay with a debit or credit card.  Those who pay via 
this option should receive their membership card(s) by email within a few minutes.    If your membership card email is 
not received within 24 hours, please inform memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Option 2 By arranging an electronic transfer to the Fleet U3A CAF Bank account quoting :   
    Sort code :  40-52-40     Account Number :  00006405 Your membership number as reference                    

Option 3 By cheque made payable to Fleet U3A in the sum of £14 per member.  Please do not send cash through the post. 
 

If paying by Options 2 or 3 please complete the form below (ticking the appropriate boxes) and post it to  
  Membership Secretary, Fleet & District U3A, 39A Court Farm Road, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9AD 

 

 

 

 

PERSONAL DETAILS  Please use BLOCK CAPITALS 
 
Member 1  : Title : …………………………….   Forename : ……………………………………………    Surname : …………………………………………… 
 
Member 2 : Title : …………………………….   Forename : ……………………………………………    Surname : …………………………………………… 
 
Address : ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Postal Town : ……………………………………….   County : ………………………………………  Post Code : ……………………………….. 
 
Telephone Number : ……………………………………………………….   E.mail address : ……………………………………………………. 
 

Gift Aid  (As a registered charity, Fleet U3A is able to treat your subscription(s) as a Gift Aid Donation.)  
  

 

 

Optional consent to receive Third Age Trust Magazines by post 
 

 

 

A General Reminder 
Please notify the Membership Secretary (mesec@fleetu3A.org.uk) or update your details on line if you change your name, home, e.mail 
address or telephone number at any future stage.        Thank you.  

 

  
  

             I am renewing my/our membership
(s) 

My/our membership number(s) is/are : 
  

  
        

         Payment method :             Option 2 :  Bank Transfer            Option 3 : By the enclosed cheque 

            I/we have made a Gift Aid declaration in the past and wish it to remain in force 

            Please let me/us have the papers to set up a new donation 

  I/we wish to cancel a previous declaration / I/we am/are no longer a tax payer(s) 

  I/we consent to my/our postal address information only, given above, being shared with the company that 

oversees the distribution of the Third Age Trust Magazines. 

For Office 
Use Only 

  

         
Re-
ceived 

  
             Membership Card and 
                   Programme Posted 

  
           Entered 
Onto 

Database 

    

  

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/Jkz5I1-LzlU/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:mesec@fleetu3A.org.uk
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Wednesday 2nd June is the first National u3a Day   
And for us in Fleet,  it's Blue and Yellow Walkabout Day. The idea is for as many of us as possible to be 
around Fleet Town Centre between 12 noon and 2pm wearing the u3a team colours of blue and yellow. 
We want to encourage people to find out more about u3a and to start building up our membership as 
things begin to return to normal. So come along on the day: it’s all very informal and in line with social 
distancing guidelines, but just you being there will make a difference. Hopefully we'll cause a bit of a stir. 
On the same day we’ll have a stall in the Hart Centre outside the old Argos store where we’ll be giving 
out information about u3a, signing up new members and showing a display by our Creative Writing 
Group. Again we’ll make sure that social distancing rules are followed. 
Elsewhere we’ll have exhibitions in a number of local shops with 3D displays showing the work of our 
different interest groups. It’s being organised by our Craft Group so look out for them around Fleet all 
week. 
Finally for u3a Day we’re putting together a series of short videos about our interest groups. You’ll be 
able to find them from our website or Facebook page. As you can see, there’s lots going on. We don’t 
want the u3a to be a secret amongst our members so do encourage anyone you know who might be in-
terested in joining to come along to see us either in person on June 2nd or to look online. 
                                            Adrian Van Klaveren  
               Publicity Sec. 

Visits 
Hopefully by the time this newsletter edition come out we will be back to some sort of normal. 

The visits team are working hard to re arrange last years cancelled visits and some that were in the pipe- 

line. Most of the visits require planning at least one year, sometimes 18 months plus, to arrange. With 

most venues only contactable by e mail it has been very difficult to speak to a human and we have all 

been party to this at some-time during lockdown. But the good news is, we have Sonning Mill booked for 

October which now has a waiting list and our two night stay in Thursford Norfolk for the Christmas show 

in November, which has places available. 

Next year 2022, we are looking to have an overnight stay in Lincoln March/April and possibly to an event 

in Bishop Auckland (near Durham) September. Keep an eye out for these and any other visits. 

Not going abroad this year, but miss the sea? Well, we are looking into a day at the seaside, June /early 

July. Watch out for the announcement. It’s always worth adding your name to a sold out visit waiting list, 

as very often a last minute cancellation occurs. We ask that if you are on a waiting list to pencil it in your 

diary and inform us if you find you are unable to take any cancellation. 

Do you enjoy visiting places of interest? Would you like to have some say where Fleet U3A may visit? Then 
come and join our team. You get to meet lovely people. It’s not hard and there is always satisfaction that 
a trip you have organised has been interesting, fun and enjoyed by everyone. Contact the visits leader 
Carole, at  visits@fleetu3a.org.uk  
This last year has been a strange for all of us and now is the time to enjoy the next few months of hopeful-

ly warmer weather and meeting up with family and friends. I look forward to seeing familiar faces and 

new ones very soon.                                                                                                                       Carole  Matthews                                                                                             

Spring Photographic Competition Results 
Congratulations to the winner and runners up, whose entries can be viewed on the Gallery page of our 
website.  All the other images submitted are also still available to see there. 
Many thanks to the 22 members who submitted entries, also to the 24 members (not all of whom were 
the same as those that entered) who voted for the winners.  We very much appreciated the valued sup-
port of all those who participated. 
We may run another competition later in the year and look forward to many more members taking 
part.  The webmaster will welcome suggestions from members for an interesting competition theme rele-
vant to u3a activities and members.                                                Chris Porter  webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk  

mailto:visits@fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:webmaste@fleetu3a.org.uk
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Creative Writing - Group 2 
This month’s contribution comes from Creative Writing Group 2. Both groups have continued to meet by 
Zoom we had a further opportunity to demonstrate our work at the display in the Art Centre in the Hart 
Centre on u3a Day on June 2nd. 
                       Beverley Carpenter 
The Wedding Reunion  by Grania Egan 

The envelope was on Eileen’s doormat when she came downstairs. Opening it eagerly, a flurry of photo-
graphs fell to the floor. The first was of her daughter and Jack cutting the cake. Flicking through the rest, 
she recalled their glorious wedding day. She thought about the time that had been spent over the last 
few months, planning and helping, wherever she could, with the ever-growing to do lists. Maybe you 
know what I mean. 
 Eileen had worn pastel green with matching accessories all bought at John Lewis in Oxford Street. In all of 
the photos, her daughter, Amy, gazed up at Jack, full of joy. People remember weddings don’t they. The 
clothes, the relatives and the catering.  If the food isn’t top notch, it will be talked about for years. 
 On the day, everyone had found their way to St Edmund’s. The Hendersons were the American cous-
ins.  They were in their element capturing everything that moved on their latest digital camera.  Ron Hen-
derson explained that now the kids were grown up and off their hands, he and Margie would be travelling 
to discover their family roots, culminating in, yes, you guessed, a family tree. 
 Mrs Mary Flanagan was the matriarch of the family. She always wore navy at smart occasions together 
with her long pearl necklace. As she was being guided down the aisle by one of the ushers, she waved and 
nodded to the various relatives. The organ struck up and bride and father proceeded towards the altar.  It 
had been several years since Eileen had seen Bill her ex-husband. She had to admit he looked sharp in his 
grey morning suit. Her daughter looked beautiful in the ivory coloured dress, the initial search of which, 
nearly brought mother and daughter to levels of exasperation never before experienced. 
 After the photographs, it was off to the Reception. With the much rehearsed speeches delivered and the 
sumptuous meal consumed, the evening was upon them and the music began. The last photo was of the 
newlyweds leaving for their honeymoon. The “Just Married” sign was attached at a rather odd angle to 
the back of the car taking them off into the sunset, tin cans rattling as they went. 
Eileen turned to re-join the Reception, when she heard: “Buy you a drink Eileen for old time’s 
sake?”. “Yes, Bill, one for the road”. They chatted and he asked if she had met anyone new. He under-
stood when she described how difficult it was to meet someone these days. Then they looked at each 
other for rather a long time and smiled. Now walking back to the kitchen, photos clutched to her chest, 
she realised that she had only made a cup of coffee for one, but there were two in the house this morn-
ing. What a nice change!!                                                                                                                           ©GEgan 

 Strollers   
On May 24th with the prospect of coffee and catch up inside, nine 
hardy annuals set off. 
Their leader was not present as a crisis had delayed her arrival. 
No problem, why should there be, the route was chosen by popular 
demand and away they went. 
A short stroll around the pond dodging the showers, perfect. 
Jane, who seems to have become our resident photographer, just 
took today’s photo shoot without any prompting. Many thanks Jane, 
for being my messenger and rounding up the troops for the photo.  
Eleven of us enjoyed coffee and a chat. It almost felt like old times. 
Morrison’s staff were very accommodating, sorting three tables with bench seating allowing us to be to-
gether at a distance.  
It was great to see Strollers and members of MOTO 2 enjoying fresh air and company. 
So Let’s stroll again ….Monday June 7th 2021 Morrisons car park usual place. 11 o’clock, our later start 
Round Elvetham Heath as usual followed by coffee in the café.” 
Stay safe, hope to see you.                                                                                 Jenny Teagle, Outreach Secretary                                                                                                                          
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 Creative Writing Group 1 

 
Going Round in Circles by Margaret Keeley 

‘There’s another one!’ said Cathy.   ‘Someone spotted it this morning.   Do you want to go and see it?’ 

‘Okay,’ replied her next-door neighbour, Caroline, ‘just a minute while I find some wellies. 

I’ll call the Gazette as we go.’ 

A few other residents of Denton-on-the-Marsh were hurrying towards 

Wood Farm, just outside the village.   They joined the small group 

standing silently on the hillside above the farm, gazing at the large circle 

which had been trampled into the barley.   It was easily fifty feet in di-

ameter and just behind it was another, smaller circle. 

‘Bill’s not going to be too pleased at having his crops trampled,’ said 

Cathy. 

‘’Can’t do much against aliens, though, can we?’ said a young, bearded 

man. 

‘Aliens!   Don’t be daft, there’s no such thing,’ said his friend, a young 

girl in a hoodie. 

‘How do you know?   Maybe it’s a message of some sort.’ 

‘TAKE-ME-TO-YOUR-LEADER,’ said the girl. 

‘Oh, shut up!’ and the pair started back towards Denton. 

‘It could have been a flying saucer,’ the man grumbled as they headed down the hill.  

At the Red Lion pub that evening it was the main topic of conversation.   

‘I think they started in Australia,’ said Geoff, the landlord.  ‘I read it somewhere.’ 

He had a copy of the Gazette, with a large picture of the crop circle on the front page. 

There was an interview with Bill, the farmer, who was less enthusiastic than most of his neighbours.   The 

reporter asked if Bill thought it was good for tourism, and got a short, pithy reply about ‘a waste of good 

barley’.   

The same reporter sat unnoticed in a corner at the back of the pub, quietly taking notes. 

‘The first one was in 1678,’ said Geoff’s wife, Alice.   ‘I looked it up in Wikipedia.   There was a legend 

about a farmer who told a worker he would ‘rather pay the Devil himself’ to cut his oat field than pay the 

fee demanded and the Devil turned up and cut the oats.   It was illustrated in a woodcut, look,’ and she 

passed round a blurred print of the Devil at work with a scythe. 

Caroline joined them, with her husband, Mark, and her Mum, Janet. 

They settled Janet down with a glass of red wine. 

‘Put your stick down here mum, out of the way,’ she said, taking her mother’s walking stick and leaning it 

in the corner.   ‘Did you hear that guy with his flying saucer theory?’ 

‘That one today looked like a penny-farthing bike.’  

‘The Devil on a penny-farthing,’ said Mark.   ‘’That’d be a sight worth seeing.’ 

‘All you’d have to do,’ said Geoff, ‘is push a stick into the ground, with a long piece of string tied to it.   

Then you’d just have to pull it tight and walk.   I must say, though, it’s been good for business.’ 

Talk turned to the cricket, and before long it was closing time.    The reporter put away his notebook and 

left. 

‘Has he gone?’ asked Caroline. 

‘Aye, with lots of new theories to put in his paper.’ 

Alice went to answer the telephone. 

‘Another booking for next weekend,’ she said happily.   ‘I reckon we’ll be full all summer.’ 

‘Well, it’ll help make up for all the business we lost during the lockdown.   Can we borrow your walking 

stick again tonight, Janet?   There’s a lovely crop of wheat growing just over towards Henwith.’ 

‘Just so long as you clean the mud off after you’ve finished this time.’                                Margaret Keeley 
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This Months Culinary Suggestion - Alligator Balls 
Ingredients 
 1 lb Alligator Fillets (thawed and finely chopped) or Chicken or Pork 
 ¾ cup Buttermilk 
 2 tsp Blackening Seasoning (see overleaf) or may be bought e.g. Schwartz Blackened Cajun 
 1½ cups Hush Puppy Mix (see below) 
 Oil for frying 
 Ranch Dressing for dipping 
 Deep fat fryer, bowl, spoons, paper towels 
Method 
 Thaw and finely chop the meat 
 Combine the buttermilk and seasoning. 
 Marinate the meat in the seasoned buttermilk for 15 minutes. 
 Stir in the Hush Puppy Mix until combined. 
 Heat the fat to 350F. 
 Form 1" balls with 2 spoons. 
 Carefully drop into the oil in batches and cook for 3-4 minutes until golden. 
 Drain on paper towels. 
Serve with Ranch dressing. 

Hush Puppy Mix 
Makes: enough for about 4 dozen Hush Puppies per batch 

Ingredients 
4⅓ cups cornmeal 
¾ cup all-purpose flour 
6½ teaspoons baking powder 
2 tablespoons sugar 
2 tablespoons garlic powder 
1 tablespoon pepper 
1 tablespoon salt 
½ teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes 

Method 
In a large bowl, combine the ingredients.    Yield: 3 batches (4½ cups total). 
Notes:    This may be stored in an airtight container in a cool, dry place for up to 6 months.  

Blackening Seasoning 
If you’re looking for big and bold flavours, look no further than this blackening seasoning blend. It is guar-
anteed to deliver the spiciness you crave. Blackening seasoning is a mixture of chilli powder, herbs and 
spices.  It is spicy and piquant, a cross between Cajun and Creole seasoning blends. The seasoning is 
“spicy” for sure, but not overly hot, so if you’re looking for that huge flavour without too much of a heat 
blast, this is the perfect blend. 
Ingredients 
 2 tablespoon smoked paprika (or use regular paprika) 
 1 tablespoon cayenne powder (use more for a spicier blend) 
 1 tablespoon onion powder 
 1 teaspoon garlic powder 
 1 teaspoon ground black pepper 
 1 teaspoon sea salt 
 ½ teaspoon dried basil 
 ½ teaspoon dried oregano 
 ½ teaspoon dried thyme 
Mix all of the ingredients together in a large mixing bowl until they are well combined. Store the season-
ing blend in an airtight container.             Carole Brown (Cookery) 
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COMMITTEE 

EMAILS 

Chair      
  

Paddy Powell           chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Secretary    
  

Alan Jones        secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Treasurer    
  

Neil Morley        treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Membership Sec  
  

Fiona Godfrey          memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Group Leaders’  
Liaison Sec  
  

Stephen Grosvenor  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Events Sec    
  

Carol Howlett           events@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Webmaster    
  

Chris Porter          webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Monthly  
Meetings Sec   
  

John Gawthorpe      meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Newsletter    
  

Sandy Redman         news@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Enquiries    Jan Glasscock            enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Programme Sec  Andy Kirk                 programme@fleetu3a.org.uk   

Minutes Sec        Barbara Jones         minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Venues Sec       Barbara Jones        venues@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Outreach Sec     Jenny Teagle       outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Publicity Sec Adrian Van Klaveren publicity@fleetu3a.org.uk 

PLEASE AVOID TELEPHONING MEMBERS BEFORE 9 a.m.  
OR AFTER 5 p.m.  

Find us on Facebook 
Fleet u3a has its own Facebook page Our 

page on Facebook can be found by enter-

ing “Fleet u3a” in the search box at the 

top of a Facebook page. You will need 

your membership number to see it and 

join in.   

A Millennial Wedding 
Daughter’s electronic message to her Father :  

I am coming home to get married soon, so get 

your “cheque book” out. I’m in love with a boy 

who is far away from me. As you know, I’m pres-

ently in Australia and he lives in Scotland. We 

met on a dating website , became friends on Fa-

cebook, had long chats on WhatsApp. He pro-

posed to me on Skype and now we have had a 

relationship through Viber. My beloved Dad I 

need your blessing, good wishes and a really big 

wedding.  Lots of Love and thanks your loving 

Daughter, Lily. 

 

Dads response :  
My Dearest Lily 

Like Wow! Really? Cool!!! 

I suggest you two get married on Twitter, have a 

honeymoon on Tango, buy your kids on Amazon 

and pay for it all through PayPal. When you get 

fed up with this new Husband sell him on eBay… 

LOL ….. Your Dad 

Fleet u3a Web site - fleetu3a.org.uk  
Our website provides a lot of information for our 
members and the public, but to be fully repre-
sentative, it really does need your contributions,  
feedback, thoughts and suggestions for new con-
tent. Please do not leave it all to the webmaster. 
Are you able to share with our community of 
members your u3a news, thoughts and experi-
ences, especially anything learned over the past 
year or so? Contributions will be welcome on 
any appropriate  topic.  Have you learnt some-
thing fresh or discovered a new local 
walk?  Would you like to us to offer a new inter-
est group?  
Please send contributions to the webmaster. 

The English and their History: Robert Tombs 
At 891 pages, not including the references, this is a stur-
dy and delightful book. It is designed to enable the read-
er to dip in and out discovering interesting yet neces-
sarily concise descriptions of the periods of history from 
600AD (or CE if you prefer) to 2014. Full of juicy descrip-
tions of people and events in England during this period 
it is an ideal reference for when you come across English 
history in films, books or life in general and want to 
learn a little more about the context of an individual or 
event. 
Robert Tombs is a knowledgeable and interesting guide 
bringing to life this country’s history, the book is engag-
ing and enjoyable to read. 
It is available as a kindle book but I heartily recommend 
purchasing a real world paperback or hardback as a 
route to satisfyingly flicking between one period and 
another using as many bookmarks (I find post it notes 
really useful) as needed to follow your chosen route 
around English history.                                  Carol Howlett 


