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FLEET & DISTRICT U3A 
Newsletter 

April 2019 

Chat From The Chair 
Hello again, 
 
We have had a busy few weeks in 
Fleet U3A so lots to tell you this 
month.  
Two of our groups have recently 
done well in external events. Our Fleet U3A quiz group won 
the inter-U3A quiz against 11 other U3As – an impressive 
achievement. Our Talking Poetry group entered a local Speech 
and Drama festival and gained 88% and a distinction for their 
piece. Excellent news. I also hear great things about our 
Ukulele band and the increasing number of charity concerts 
they are putting on in and around Fleet. Well done to all 
concerned, especially the Group Leaders who give up their 
time to plan and organise these opportunities. 
Alan Jones, our Secretary, and I attended the Fleet Residents’ 
meeting last week. Again, we were invited to set up a stall 
amongst other voluntary and community groups serving Fleet. 
A local Police Support Officer gave a presentation at the 
meeting and reassured us about the levels of crime in Fleet. 
She also endorsed an organisation that I have recently used – 
The Blue Lamp Trust, particularly their Bobby Scheme. They 
offer a free security and fire safety assessment of your home 
to anyone over the age of 65 or vulnerable in any other way. 
Telephone 0300 777 0157 for more details. 
On April 17th we will be holding our annual open morning, 
starting at 11 o’clock at the Harlington. Don’t forget to bring 
your family and friends to see what we have to offer in Fleet. 
At the last committee meeting we had the annual review of 
the membership fee for Fleet U3A and decided to keep it at 
£14 per year. What excellent value that is! Remember, the 
monthly speakers’ meetings with coffee beforehand are free 
to members. 
Last month I invited you to let me know what you think is 
going well and/or what could be even better about Fleet U3A. 
I am still waiting for the first response! Consequently, the 
committee have decided to host a coffee morning for new and 
nearly new members after Easter so that we can find out the 
newcomers’ views of our organisation and their ideas for the 
future. Date to be announced shortly. 
 
I am also still waiting for volunteers for the committee. There 
are 12 places on the committee and three members are 
standing down at the AGM in October. Fleet U3A cannot be 
run by only nine committee members. If you value what we 
have you know what to do.      

       Paddy 

 
      Newsletter deadline :  5 p.m. 
    Friday 19th April 2019 
Next issue date :  Monday 6th May 2019 

 

!!!  IMPORTANT FOR GROUP LEADERS  !!! 
Please ensure that all members of your group(s) have 
an opportunity to read the Newsletter.  If possible, 
take a printed copy to your meetings and email it to 
those members who have the required facilities.  Tell 
your members that it can be found on our website 
(www.fleetu3a.org.uk). 

 

GROUP LEADERS’ MEETINGS 2019 
5th July 2019 : Group Leaders’ Lunch (VHHW) 
21st August 2019 : 2019/20 Group’s Enrolment  

(CHE)  

EVENTS 2019 
17th April  : Open Morning 11:00 (HAR) 
11th June  : Performing Arts Evening (HAR) 
21st  June : Photographic & Calligraphy 

Exhibition (Hart Shopping Centre) 
21st August  : Group Enrolment for 2019-20 

11:00 (CHE) 

VISITS 2019 
2nd   April  : D-Day & Mary Rose Museums 
27th  June  : Athelhampton Manor 
21st  July  :  New Forest Show 

Visits 2020 
26th January :             ‘Singing in the Rain’ at  Sonning 

    Mill 

Have a picture of your Group’s  

activities put into this years  

programme 

Get ‘snap happy’ and send it to 

memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk  

Open Morning - Wednesday 17th April. 

We will have exhibits in Harlington Centre from 11 
until 12:30.  We will be in the main hall and the func-
tion room.  If any Group Leader has not already re-
ceived an email from the Events Sec asking for their 
requirements, PLEASE contact him IMMEDIATELY. 

  Mike Brown - events@fleetu3a.org.uk" 

New and Nearly New and Potential Group Leaders' Meeting  

This will be held on  June 18th in the Calthorpe Room at 
Church on the Heath between the hours of 10.00 and  12.00  
 
New Members Coffee Morning—Friday 26th April at 10.30 
This will be held in the Zebon Hall. Group Leaders and New 
members are encouraged to attend.  

Learn , Laugh and Live 

mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:events@fleetu3a.org.uk
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U3A National Newsletter 

 

Sign up to receive the new national newsletter at  

https://u3a.org.uk/email  
for U3A stories, events, advice, opportunities and more.   

Chess At Its Best 

On Thursday 7 March the chess group were delighted 
to welcome back Dr Chris McSweeney who demonstrat-
ed how he had won his last two chess games playing for 
Hampshire against Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. 

Chris played black against 
Berkshire.  His opponent 
lasted 38 moves before he 
resigned.  Against Bucking-
hamshire he played white 
and won a much easier 
game in 24 moves.    
Chris’ game is based more 
on judgement than calcu-
lating moves ahead, his 
style is to create space and 
try to actively involve all 
his pieces. 
The English Chess Federa-
tion produce a monthly chess rating.  Currently Chris’ 
rating is 141.  Those who seriously study the game may 
try to break 150.  A player graded over 200 might aim 
for Chess Master title.  Weak club players come in at 
40! 
The talk was thoroughly enjoyed and the questions gen-
erated were particularly insightful. 
      John Hoyle 

Singing For Pleasure    

“Mad Dogs and Englishmen go out in the mid-day sun. 

The Japanese don’t care to, the Chinese wouldn’t dare to 

Hindus and Argentines sleep firmly from 12 to 1 

But Englishmen detest a siesta…” 

    (borrowed from Noel Coward) 

However, at Singing for Pleasure you will find us forego-
ing a siesta and we make our way to P & J to meet 
friends and sing together. 
Earlier this month we were invited to sing at the World 
Day of Prayer, which was compiled this year by the La-
dies of Slovenia.  There were some lovely melodies we 
learnt to sing from that country. 
Richard, Liril and Janice have given us some new songs 
to sing and brought back one or two earlier ones for us 
to remember and enjoy. 
We welcome all new members and you can be sure of a 
warm greeting, so why not come and join us at Singing 
for Pleasure ?     June Grace 

Creative Writing 

Those who attended last year’s Open Day may recall 
that we set a short story competition.  Our contribution 
this month is the winner and we are happy to say that 
we shall be setting another competition this year.  Once 
again, it will only be open to people attending the Open 
Day on 17th April and excludes current members of the 
Creative Writing group. Congratulations to Helen Hen-
derson, our 2018 winner who subsequently became 
one of our newest members. 
 
Every Which Way  by Helen Henderson   
Through the open window moonlight skitters across the 
ceiling as I try to find comfort on the hard horsehair 
mattress I share with my Grandma. Flapping my night-
shirt to cool my over-heated body I lay listening to her 
snuffles and gentle snores, the swish of the tide pro-
gressing up the shingle beach, the hooting of a distant 
owl and mice, scuttering across the loft. My eyelids are 
heavy with desired sleep. 
It was pitch dark when a noise awakened me. I could 
hear voices and a boat being pulled up the 
beach. Curiosity bids me quietly leave the bed. Standing 
on a stool, I peer through the tiny roof window as I've 
done many times before. I recognise some of the boat-
men and see my father among them, then I gasp as 
alongside I glimpse William our new lodger.  Is he not a 
Customs and Excise officer? I give a little snigger, as I 
put two and two together. I may only be eleven, but I'm 
not daft! 
Father signals to the men and they begin to unload the 
cargo.  I know it's barrels of brandy and wine and watch 
as the heavy contraband is transported this way, and 
that way and some barrels signposted to go somewhere 
else. Of course, the usual barrel is surreptitiously 
dropped off at our back door.  I grin as I climb off the 
stool, Grandma says it helps to soothe her chest! She 
says I know nowt about anything and mustn't speak of 
the goings-on to anyone outside the family or Gawd 
help us all! 
I slide onto the mattress and can see Grandma watch-
ing me. Her dark eyes glitter as she whispers "ye didna 
see onythin' different going on ootside t'night, did ye 
lass? If ye did, weel, ye'll already have forgotten 
it....won't ye girlie?" 
"Aye Gran, it's too muckle dark oot there, I could see 
nowt - night Gran." We giggle and blow each other si-
lent kisses. 

©️HHenderson 

      Beverley Carpenter 

 

Wordsmith 
What common English word is nine letters long and each time 
you remove a letter from it, it still remains an English word 
……. from nine letters all the way down to one?  
                                                                   See last page for answer 



Page Three 

 Visits 
Formerly the capital of Wessex the ancient medieval market town of Sherborne nestled in the Dorset country side is 
steeped in history. The Abbey Church is usually called Sherborne Abbey. It has been a Saxon Cathedral, a Benedictine 
Abbey, and since 1539 a Parish Church of the Church of England. It has the largest peel of 8 bells in the world and the 
most wonderful fan vaulted ceiling and is the burial place of Wessex Kings. 
There is a more recent addition to Sherborne’s  history in the form of a ‘Gold Letter Box’ which celebrates Sher-
borne’s own Peter Wilson’s Gold medal at the 2012 London Olympics.  
 

                                                                              
Nothing prepared us for the site of hundreds of wonderful cars through the ages at the Haynes Motor Museum 
which was opened in 1985 by Richard Noble OBE who held the land speed record. The private collection, amassed 
over 30 years and numbers 400 cars, is still growing and needed somewhere to display these wonderful vehicles so 
the WWII abandoned American Munition dump fitted the bill. 
John Haynes at the age of 16 bought an Austin 7 and converted it to a sporty Austin 7 Special. The copious notes he 
kept were published in a booklet which the 1st run of 250 copies sold out in 10 days. In 1965 Haynes 1st motor Manu-
al was published and is still being published in a new humorous format, with ‘Marriage’ ‘Teenagers’ & ‘Retirement’ to 
name but a few.  
The ‘Dawn of Motoring’ was an introduction to what we all take for granted now. ‘Super cars’ impressed with Por-
sche, Ferrari, Jaguar and Bentleys all featuring very strongly. All impractical, exclusive but desirable! 
‘The American Dream’ made for a bit of head scratching as to what film or TV series that the Cadillac or Chevrolet 
was in? 
 On a personal note, my husband’s Piatti scooter was on display. My mother refused to let me ride on it, so he went 
and bought a Ford car for £5! He must have been keen on me!        
Racing Cars, motor cycles, the iconic Mini, John Forshaw speedway bikes, ‘The Morris Story,’ Rolls Royce, Daimler to name a few 
were all featured. We all had a very memorable day. 
 John H Haynes OBE passed away in February 2019 aged 80, this museum is a fitting memorial to him.   

                                                  Carole Matthews 

Performing Arts Evening.   
 
This will take place at The Harlington on  Tuesday 
11th June.  As far as I know the following groups 
will be performing. 

 Belly Dancing 

 International Folk Dancing 

 Line Dancing 

 Salsa 

 Shakespeare 

 Talking Poetry 

 Ukulele 
If I have missed anyone out or if you want more 
information, please get in touch with me!   
   Mike Brown - Events Sec. 

 

Inter U3A Quiz Challenge 

Good news at last!  Fleet won! 
The Fleet U3A quiz team, led by Carole Noad beat 11 other teams 
from neighbouring U3As by a comfortable margin of 6 points in 
about 200.  Woking came 2nd and Farnham and Guildford tied for 
3rd place.  This was only the second time that Fleet have won. 

And the Brains are :- Margaret Armes, Carol Noad, Geoff Dee, Rog-
er Greenhalgh, Brian Armes and Tony Ellis 
“Thanks must go to our Quiz Master and to the scorers.  The cater-
ing team provided a cream tea half way through the quiz and the 
events team set up the hall and sold lots of raffle tickets.  Thanks 
to all of you."     Mike Brown 
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Ann Bauer’s Fleet U3A Poetry group  

Most of us joined this new group (2018-19) to en-
hance our understanding of poetry and verse. Under 
Ann’s benign tutelage, we were readily convinced 
that, after discussing structure, imagery and language, 
poetry is best appreciated through speaking the words 
aloud - exploring metre, rhyme and rhythm through 
the sound of the poem itself. Having cultivated our 
enthusiasm, Ann suggested we participate in the 
Woodley Arts and Music Festival.    
Thus, eight of us began to hone our choral speaking 
skills and found ourselves performing at Bulmershe 
School, Woodley, March 23rd in the ‘Open Class’ sec-
tion.  We hadn’t quite realised this was competitive - 
soothing to note we were the ONLY entrants in our 
class!  And it was fun - for us AND the kids in the other 
Sections!  We stayed to be as attentive an audience 
for the ‘Year 2 and Under’ groups as they had been for 
us: wonderfully disciplined, totally delightful!   
With co-ordinating outfits: black trousers, varying blue 
tops, matching black folders (fortunately we were not 
expected to memorise the poems!) - we stepped up 
onto the low staging, grouping ourselves for the first 
poem: Ithaka by C.P. Cavafy, a richly thought-
provoking poem exhorting life’s travellers, from the 
infant to the ancient, to appreciate all aspects of their 
enriching journeys towards Ithaca.   
While the adjudicator wrote notes, we adjusted our 
positions then performed the compulsory and humor-
ous Watch Your Step – I’m Drenched by Adrian Mitch-
ell (of the vocal Liverpool Poets fame).  We even got a 
couple of laughs!   
We were surprised by very good feedback: praise for 
facial expressions, various and varied voices, empha-
ses, use of a little movement.  We even received a Dis-
tinction!  Thank you Ann.  We hope to share some of 
our material with you later this year.  
      Christine West 

Monthly Meetings 
Dr Becky Peacock kept a large audience amused, in-
formed and highly entertained during the March 
monthly meeting. Taking us ‘Over the Alps’ – railway 
slang for the trek from Alresford to Alton- she outlined 
the curious and compelling history of the Mid Hants 
Railway. Listeners channelled their inner seven-year-old 
as photos of engines in steam and a memorable video 
clip evoked a bygone age. 
‘Accident prone’ would be a fair description of this rail-
way over time, not least when the ‘Watercress Line’ 
volunteers saw British rail taking up miles of track after 
completion of the purchase of the line. The small print 
had not included the purchase of the tracks and sleep-
ers. 
‘Triumph over adversity’ could also describe the enter-
prise: time and again volunteers worked together to 
overcome seemingly impossible odds. The track was 
eventually re-laid, as illustrated with a photo which the 
audience will never forget. 
Becky is overseeing the restoration of ‘Canadian Pacific’, 
Merchant Navy Class 005, an engine built in Eastleigh by 
a female workforce, a detail not lost on our members. 

The railway is proving an 
excellent training ground 
for apprentice engineers, 
not least because the re-
pair and maintenance of 
the rolling stock requires 
techniques and equipment 
which have long gone out 
of use. As residents of Al-
resford are aware, all roll-
ing stock – not least Thom-
as the Tank Engine on one 
of his regular visits – must 
arrive by road, involving 

intricate manoeuvres of low loaders round impossibly 
tight corners. 
For the younger generation, there was the news that 
Kings Cross Station’s ‘Harry Potter Bridge’ has been 
painstakingly reconstructed at Ropley Station.  Not the 
least of the issues was the discovery that massive pieces 
of cast iron had been riveted together by Victorian engi-
neers, with no plans to follow, but with all the rivets 
inserted in situ. Volunteers had to line up every piece to 
see if the rivet holes lined up. So frustrating was the 
task that one could well believe Becky’s comment that – 
years later – some teams of volunteers have not yet 
resumed speaking to each other. 
      John Gawthorpe 

New Strollers Group 
Great news, this group will go ahead. Following interest 
shown, I am happy to tell you Strollers will stroll!! 
We will have a planning coffee meet before Easter with 
the first stroll to be in May. I will be in touch with all 
those interested to look at coffee dates. 
If you are interested please get in touch. 
Many thanks for your support.         Jenny Teagle 

 outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 !!!   FIND US ON FACEBOOK NOW   !!! 

We have now created our own Fleet & District U3A Facebook 
page, which will be developed over time with your help and 
use. 
So please ‘LIKE’ and ‘FOLLOW’ our page.  Our page in 
Facebook can be found by putting ‘Fleet U3A’ in the search 
box at the top of a Facebook page. 

Visits Booking 

Bookings for the visit to Athelhampton Manor will be  

taken at the Open Day  on 17th April 2019 



Page Five 

Chair   Paddy Powell  chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Secretary  Alan Jones  secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Treasurer  Neil Morley  treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Membership Sec Fiona Godfrey  memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Group Leaders’ 
Liaison Sec  Leigh Palmer  groups@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Events Sec  Mike Brown  events@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Webmaster  Rod Marshall  webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Monthly 
Meetings Sec  John Gawthorpe meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Newsletter  Sandy Redman  news@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Enquiries  Pat Welford  enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Minutes Sec                   Barbara Jones  minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 
Venues Sec   Barbara Jones  venues@fleetu3a.org.uk 
Outreach Sec  Jenny Teagle  outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk 

COMMITTEE  
EMAILS 

Wordsmith Answer 

Startling 
Starting    L 
Staring    T 
String    A 
Sting     R 
Sing     T 
Sin     G 
In     S 
I     N 
 

Cookery Group 

The U3A Cookery group meet at Courtmoor School.  We 
have learnt the basics and are now trying out various 
one pot meals and casseroles while doing a few more 
adventurous dishes.  So far this year we have attempt-
ed Cornish Pasties, Duck ả l’Orange, Game Casserole, 
Sweet and Spicy Kidneys, Boeuf Bourguignonne and 
Upside-down Pudding.  
We have had a lot of good surprises as people find that 
they can make tasty food, and also a few rescues (when 
the correct proportions of the ingredients was ‘missed’ 
or the ovens were not hot enough or too hot).  We 
have all had a lot of fun and also learned a lot from our 
patient instructor Jackie. 
This year we are exploring what can be done with the 
different meats (Beef, Pork, Lamb etc.) and expanding 
into producing both a main course and a pudding. 

 
      Carole Brown 
 
  Yummy—Ed. 

Jazz Appreciation Group 

March at the JAG was varied, nostalgic, entertaining 
and revealing. Neither of our two sessions had ALL 
these features, but between them they did.  On March 
7 we had one of our twofer mornings with Barry Apple-
ton and David Maddock presenting their slant on, re-
spectively, Glenn Miller and British Trad. These topics 
and this music are ever popular at the JAG, illustrating 

that nostalgia is an important 
aspect of people's tastes in mu-
sic. Both Barry and David are pro-
ficient in compiling and pre-
senting sessions on their favour-
ite styles and musicians.   
On March 21 we had something 
quite different.  Janette Mason is 

a pianist, arranger, composer, record producer and 
show person. Her career in music straddles straight 
ahead jazz, to arranging and recording with R&B and 
soul singers, to putting on big shows, usually based on 
the music of a singer or singers, at the Hideaway Club 
in Streatham. In front of 70 odd JAG members, she con-
fidently took us through her life in music (which includ-
ed playing with Oasis, for the Jonathan Ross TV show 
and for many singers including Ian Shaw and Claire 
Martin) and her approach to composing --- her first 
love -- and to the piano.  She illustrated this by empha-
sising her rhythmic approach -- her funky left hand (!), 
as well as a contrasting ability to play ballads in a classi-
cally influenced style.  It was a thoroughly engrossing 
morning. 
Apart from the April 4 session by Alan Mowat (which 
this edition comes too late to publicise), on the 18th 
we have a session on pop tunes played as jazz.  And on 
May 2, Marian Shattock gives us a session to which she 
gives the mysterious title, 'Triplets'. Like me, you'll have 
to be there to know what she's on about! To 'be there', 
just come along to St Philip & St James church on Kings 
Road at 10.30. 
       Mike Rance 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 2019 

17th April          Fleet U3A Open Morning 
 Groups provide information about what they 

do 
 

15th May Universities 50 Years Ago 
 Speaker : Prof. Mark Cross 
 

19th June Contingency Planning at London Transport 
and Transport for London 1969—2012 

 Speaker : Nick Agnew 
John Gawthorpe 


