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FLEET & DISTRICT U3A 
Newsletter 

March 2019 

Chat From The Chair 
 
Hello again, 
On April 17th we have our annual 
Open Morning at the Harlington, 
starting at 11 o’clock. This is where 
all our groups set up tables and 
displays to show off what they do. 
There is always a good turn-out of members coming to 
support the event. This year we would like to reach a wider 
audience to show off what our U3A does for retired and 
semi-retired people in Fleet. Please invite your family, 
friends, neighbours, in fact anyone you like – young or older. 
I have invited the Regional Trustee, Bob Duckmanton, from 
the Third Age Trust (our umbrella organisation) so that he 
can see the wonderful effort put in by you and all our 
volunteers. We are one of the largest U3As in the country so 
I am confident he will be impressed with the range of 
interest groups we offer and the support we receive. 
Hot on the heels of our open morning will be the Performing 
Arts evening at the Harlington on June 11th. This event will 
celebrate our 25th anniversary! Please make sure you have 
the date in your diary. I hope to have timings and more 
details next month.  
I am grateful to you all for reading my ramblings each 
month. However, if you have any thoughts on our U3A, I 
would love to hear from you. Perhaps you could let me know 
what is going well for you in Fleet U3A or what you think 
could be even better. I am sure our Newsletter editor would 
be delighted to publish any letters you send in. 
chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk  
Would you like to:  
 Have fun while helping others?  
 Support a local charity?  
 Share your talents and energy?  
If so, then your U3A will be looking for new committee 
members later this year. Just let me know if you are 
interested in finding out more or would like to come along 
to a committee meeting to see us in action – there will be 
cake! After all, as Jim Rohn said, ‘Only by giving are you able 
to receive more than you already have.’ 

Paddy 

 
    Newsletter deadline :  5 p.m. 
    Friday      22nd March 2019 
    Next issue date :  Monday  11th  April 2019 

 

 

!!!  IMPORTANT FOR GROUP LEADERS  !!! 
Please ensure that all members of your Group(s) have an 
opportunity to read the Newsletter.  If possible, take a 
printed copy to your meetings and email it to those 
members who have the required facilities.  Tell your 
members that it can be found on our website 
(www.fleetu3a.org.uk). 

 

GROUP LEADERS’ MEETINGS 2019 
 

27th March 2019 : Programme Checking (URC) 
5th    July 2019 : Group Leaders’ Lunch (VHHW) 
21st August 2019 : 2019/20 Group’s Enrolment ( CHE)  

 

EVENTS 2019 
 

17th April  : Open Morning 11:00 (HAR) 
11th June  : Performing Arts Evening (HAR) 
21st August  : Group Enrolment for 2019-20 11:00 

(CHE) 
 

VISITS 2019 
  
21st March  : Haynes Motor Museum 
2nd April  : D-Day & Mary Rose Museums 
June  : Athelhampton Manor 
July  : TBC 

 New webmaster required 

For family reasons, our current webmaster expects to move 
away from the area later this year.  We are therefore looking 
for a successor to take over the reins. 

Our website is hosted by Wix, a company which describes itself 
as “The Leader in Website Creation”.  The Wix offering makes 
it easy to do many things that might otherwise require a rea-
sonably deep knowledge of coding.  There are a few parts of 
our site that use bespoke html code and Javascript, but even if 
you have no knowledge of these, this should not put you off 
expressing an interest in the role.  The code has been written 
in a way that should make it easy to update from time to time, 
and the current webmaster will be more than happy to help his 
successor before, during and after a handover. 

If you would like to volunteer for this role, or if you would 
simply like to learn more before reaching a decision, please 
send an email to webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk. 

Important Information for all  

U3A Members 

If, in the future, you wish to receive your 

Third Age Matters (TAM) magazine then 

please read page 3 

Prior to the monthly meeting on March 20th 
don’t forget to come along  from 9:45 am for a 
coffee and a chat in the function room next to 
the main hall of the Harlington. 

 
Monday Bridge will never be the same with the very sad 
news that one of our most popular and friendly players has 
sadly died last week. Trevor "Taffy"  Morgan was a very 
Cheerful, Chirpy , Cheeky chap who always had a laugh and 
a smile. We will all miss him. 
I am sure his wife Ann will take some comfort from all the 
messages of support and I sincerely hope this will help. 
From Tony De Vos and all of your friends at Bridge and Fleet 
U3A 

mailto:chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk
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U3A National Newsletter 

Sign up to receive the new national newsletter at  

https://u3a.org.uk/email  

Visits 
 
All week we wondered if the visit to Welford Park on the 9th 
February would take place. The snow the week before  plus 
the horrendous rain and wind  the day before added to the 
doubt. Lo and behold, it was a beautiful day. I am getting a 
reputation for getting the day right for our visits what ever 
the weather has been before or after. 
On arrival we had the choice of walking through the woods 

or visiting the tea rooms. 
It is very hard to describe the breath taking 
beauty of the thousands and thousands of 
snow drops which actually looked like fallen 
snow. The walk was not as muddy as we 
thought it may be, even by the stream that 
ran through the grounds, as the paths were 
either wood chip or tarmac. As we drew 
nearer to the main house which is privately 
owned, there was a wonderful display of 

bright yellow Aconites. 
It was time for our complimentary hot drink, so into the 
large heated tent we went. Prue Leith who is a friend of  the 
owner of Welford Park, had come to see the snowdrops but 
as her husband said, she is workaholic and could not resist 
helping out behind the tea counter. She is one of the judges 
of the TV show the 'Great British Bake Off ' which is filmed 
on the front lawn of Welford Park. 
After visiting the church in the grounds mentioned in the 
'Domesday Book' the formal gardens, and gift shop it was 
time for  one final look at the snowdrops before boarding 
the coach for IKEA. The forecast was rain about 2 00pm and 
sure enough, as we got on the coach to IKEA, it started to 
rain, got that one right as well! 
Ikea proved to be a novel stop as many on board had never 
been. The restaurant confused some as there was a special 
trolley which held the tray which everyone agreed was bril-
liant. 
I had given out a warning earlier that there was no way that 
we could take a 'flat pack wardrobe' on the coach! but our 
usual lovely driver went and bought a flat pack chest of 
drawers. He may still be assembling it! 
Congratulations were in order for two birthdays, one on the 
day who said it was a lovely way to spend her birthday and 
one two weeks previously for a 90th! Many Congratulations. 
I am constantly amazed by so many of our elderly members 
who are so 'with it'.  
After yet another varied fun filled  day we arrived home. 
There were many new members on this visit and some that 
had not been on a trip in a long time, everyone agreed that 
they needed to keep up to date with the visits programme, 
so as not to miss out on the fun and friendship of  
Fleet U3A. 
 
There is no May visit. 
 
Booking at the April open day for June visit to the Jacobean 
house, Athlehampton. 
 
Carole Matthews 

  Creative Writing 

My Favourite Song  by Jean Stephenson 

What is my favourite song title?  I really couldn’t say. 
There are so many choices.  I’ve studied them all day. 
It’s got me all perplexed and cross. It’s difficult to choose. 
Which decade was the best one for favourite songs, I muse. 
 
Once I was an infant, perched on Daddy’s knee 
Children’s Favourites, Uncle Mac, all on BBC. 
Mairzy Doates and Dozy Doates, How much that doggy too? 
Tubby the Tuba, Deadwood Stage, The Runaway Train, she blew. 
 
Daddy preferred musicals, the singing, dancing kind 
We’d hum along to Rogers, and Oscar Hammerstein. 
The Ugly Duckling, Danny Kaye, those songs did peter out. 
Mini skirts were all the rage and breasts began to sprout. 
 
The 60s raced upon the scene; my Daddy so alarmed. 
The Beatles, Stones and Johnny Ray, with their songs I was 
charmed. 
Cliff Richard and The Shadows, The Animals as well, 
Bobby Vee stuck on my wall, I gave my Daddy hell. 
 
Along came boyfriend number one, his tastes from mine did differ. 
Ramsey Lewis, Nat King Cole, my heart was all a-quiver. 
Johnny Dankworth, Cleo Laine, Duke Ellington and more, 
Then I went and left him - his music was a bore. 
 
Then there was Johnny Rotten, Sex Pistols and The Clash. 
My Dad, he did not like me, he said I looked like trash. 
One day I “found” Wolfgang, Ludwig and Offenbach 
“You’ve really grown up now lass”, my Dad, he did remark. 
 
And so the years have come and gone, I’m really in a fix. 
Just like a celebrity on Desert Island Discs. 
My list is getting longer. Oh, what a tale of woe. 
I’ve only reached the 70s, still four decades to go! 

Potential New Group—Strollers Group 
 
Are you interested in joining me to form a new group of 
“strollers”? 
I use a mobility scooter or powered wheelchair to enjoy the 
outdoors. 
My thinking is to stroll around accessible level paths, no 
stiles, steps, steep gradients or other barriers. To enjoy be-
ing out in the fresh air with company. 
The walks would be suitable for all to join, dogs welcome 
too. Distance would be to stroll to a maximum of 2km. A 
Refreshments stop if possible would be a must! 
 
This group would be in addition to the existing groups. 
Contact me if you are interested. 
   Jenny  Teagle  Outreach Secretary 

From Your Outreach Secretary. 
 
May I introduce myself, I am Jenny, hello and pleased to 
meet you. 
Having taken on the role from John 
Gawthorpe I am very aware of being 
“new kid on the block”. Not only am I a 
new member of Fleet U3A, I am new to 
Fleet and indeed Hampshire. (I moved 
from Bisley, Surrey Heath, to Alder-
shot.) Also a new Committee member 
and new member of the Visits Team. A 
“baptism of fire” is close to the truth! 
Why Outreach you may ask? Well, be-
cause I am passionate about access and 
inclusion. I am a wheelchair user but access is not just about 
“ramps.”  
People are disabled by barriers in society, not by their im-
pairment or difference. Barriers can be physical, like build-
ings not having accessible toilets. Or they can be caused by 
people's attitudes to difference, like assuming disabled peo-
ple can't do certain things. Removing these barriers creates 
equality and offers disabled people more independence, 
choice and control. 
My aim is to ensure Fleet and District U3A is as inclusive as 
possible both to existing members and prospective mem-
bers. 
Alongside, to raise awareness and promote Fleet U3A as an 
inclusive organisation in the community.  

In order to do this I need your help.  
I need to liaise with Group Leaders, members for whom par-
ticipation in a chosen U3A activity may be difficult or stress-
ful, in fact any members who feel I may be able to help. 
Communication is vital. Please use me to advise the com-
mittee, group leaders or others of any requests for specific 
arrangements. It is possible to obtain auxiliary aids to enable 
participation in an event or activity. We will do our best. 
Looking forward to meeting you 
                                        Jenny Teagle Outreach Secretary. 

Wordsmith—Did you know that Committee originally meant 

a person to whom the care of the mentally incompetent per-

son or his property was entrusted.  
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Spanish 3 and Spanish 4 – Conversation 

Over the years there has been a healthy flow of members 
advancing through these two groups. However, more recent-
ly very few have been coming through to Spanish 3. Yes, it is 
a step up from Spanish 2 but it has not proved a great prob-
lem for most who have moved up over the years. In fact, we 
use the same text book, BBC Spanish Talk 2 as the Spanish 2 
group. We start every meeting with a question and answer 
session in Spanish and I make sure that everyone has a num-
ber of opportunities to speak Spanish during the meeting. 
We have a mixture of listening to simple Spanish and watch-
ing Spanish videos. We meet at the Methodist church in 
Reading Road South from 10.00 am to noon on Monday 
mornings. If you want to join the group in September or have 
any doubts about moving up, please contact me on 
nickkeeley@hotmail.co.uk. 
Spanish 4 Conversation is a more topic-based course. Rather 
than following a text book, I base each meeting on a topic, 
for example we may cover our life history using the simple 
past tense or our holiday plans using the future tense. I pro-
vide a list of useful words and phrases before each meeting. 
In the first term the format involves a lot of questions and 
answers in Spanish but by the end of the final term we are 
managing simple discussions in Spanish. We also listen to 
Spanish CDs and watch Spanish videos. I normally expect 
members to have done Spanish 3 before joining this group. 
We meet fortnightly at the Baptist Church in Basingbourne 
Road from 2.00 pm to 4.00pm. 
So what do you do when you have been through all of the 
U3A groups? The more confident members move up to Fleet 
Language Circle, where they can chat in Spanish, French, 
German or Italian in an informal setting. It is not in any way 
connected to the U3A but if you want more information you 
can contact me on the above email address. 
 
Nick Keeley 

Phyllis Tuckwell Open Gardens 
 
The Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice Care, the local hospice care 
provider for Fleet, is holding an Open Gardens Campaign in 
2019. They are looking for garden owners who would be 
interested in opening their gardens, only for a few hours, to 
the public on any day from May-September to help raise 
money for the charity.  
If individuals would prefer not to open publicly but would 
like to hold a private ‘garden party’ with friends and family 
the Charity would also welcome them as part of the overall 
open gardens campaign 
You do not have to own a huge estate or show garden to join 
in. If there were several gardens in the same street or village 
who would like to open on the same day, they would also be 
welcomed.  
Please contact Charli on 01252 729446 or by email to 
charli.quay-barnham@pth.org.uk 

THIRD AGE TRUST  
THIRD AGE MATTERS (TAM) CONSENT 

You may remember the ‘nightmare’ renewal process last 
year with the introduction of the General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR).  One of the boxes on the renewal form 
related to TAM Consent, which gave your permission for 
your name and address and nothing else, to be forwarded to 
the distributors of the Third Age Matters (TAM) magazine 
published by the Third Age Trust. 
It has recently come to light that some members who 
wished to receive the magazine have not been receiving it, 
because they did not give their consent;  some have subse-
quently given this via email.   
However, it has come to my notice that some married cou-
ples, in the interests of saving trees perhaps, have complet-
ed their renewal forms and only one partner has consented 
to their details being forwarded to The Third Age Trust 
(TAT). TAT also wish to save trees so will send only one copy 
of their magazine (Third Age Matters) to any shared address 
assuming that couples will share the enjoyment of reading 
it. If both partners are interested in receiving the magazine it 
is important that both tick the relevant box on the renewal 
form to ensure continued receipt of the magazine in the 
unfortunate circumstances that one partner no longer re-
sides at the address. 
 Please let the Membership Secretary (memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk) have 
your individual consents if you both wish to receive the publication.   
In summary therefore : 

 Single and do not want TAM mag - Leave consent box blank 
 Single and do want TAM mag - Tick consent box 
 Couple and neither want TAM mag - Leave consent box blank 

on both forms 
 Couple and only want  one  TAM mag - Tick consent box on 

both forms 
Fiona Godfrey, Membership Secretary (Our page 3 girl) 

Performing Arts Evening 

This will take place at The Harlington on the Tuesday 11th 
June.  As far as I know the following groups will be perform-
ing. 

 Belly Dancing 
 International Folk Dancing 
 Line Dancing 
 Salsa 
 Shakespeare 
 Talking Poetry 
 Ukulele 
If I have missed anyone out or if you want more infor-
mation, please get in touch with me!   

Open Morning - Wednesday 17th April 
Just a reminder to Groups that it is time to think about what 
you might display at the Open Morning.  This year, it takes 
place on the Wednesday before Easter.  I will be contacting 
Group Leaders shortly.    
              Mike Brown  

 

European Studies 

This year we have had many interesting conversations on 
why the UK media and TV tells a different story from the Eu-
ropean media. This has caused a number of Crowd funded 
organizations such as:  https://fullfact.org/ 
This has lead to discussions on things such as 
 what is the WTO (World Trade Organization)’ and details 

of EU Treaties?  
 what will be the effect on the Good Friday agreement if 

we just leave the European Union? Will it restart disputes 
between NI and Republic costing lives? 

 The potential effect on signing future trade deals? 
In case you are interested there is another site TDLR News 
which tries to explain in a 10 minute YouTube covering pro 
leave and pro remain views on Brexit. see: https://
tdlrnew.co.uk 
                                                                               Alan Christopher  
 
Current Affairs 
 
 This year we have tried to discuss items that have been in 

the UK news. A common thread has been how the UK is 
structured. For example should we return to powerful 
regional Councils such as London Assembly and Greater 
Manchester, as these councils funded the water works in 
early 1900’s. Other topics included:  

 Female Genital Mutilation (FGM),  
 Did a 15 year old Swedish girl appeal to save the planet 

from Plastic have any effect on leaders of Industry at this 
years World Economic Forum in Davos? 

 Did the appeal of academics at this years World Economic 
Forum  to pay fair taxes as money can be shared between 
many not the few have any effect 

 Social media is it good or bad for society   
It is interesting to me how many views individual attendees 
can hold. 
                                                                              Alan Christopher  

mailto:nickkeeley@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:charli.quay-barnham@pth.org.uk
mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
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February Monthly Meeting 

Professor Jim Ryan held us fascinated and quietly stunned 
during his ‘Tale of Two Cities’, a compelling and sobering 
account of how London and Paris responded to multi-site 
terrorist attacks. 
He made it clear that both cities responded effectively and 
successfully, but in very different ways. We learned that the 
British approach is to ‘scoop and run’, in other words to get 
the casualties out of the vicinity and into hospital as soon 
as possible. On the other hand, the French philosophy 
could be summed up as ‘stay and play’, an expectation that 
casualties are assessed and dealt with in situ. 
We appreciated how vital it was to have effective and relia-
ble communication systems, but how these systems often 
became early casualties of a major event. At University Col-
lege Hospital, vital messages were delivered in person by 
‘Mark 1 medical students’.  
Accurate and timely information is obviously essential, 
though in London explosions in tube tunnels between sta-
tions were heard at each station, thereby giving the false 
impression of double the number of incidents. 
In France the emphasis is on getting the maximum amount 
of medical resources to the scene, whether these resources 
are surgeons, mobile operating theatres, blood banks or 
ITU trucks. The necessary identification of which cases need 
to be hospitalised happens on site in France. In the UK, with 
many more individuals to assess, this happens in the hospi-
tal car park. The intention being – on both sides of the 
channel – to enable the hospitals to function as effectively 
as possible. 
Jim took us into the heart of the action: imagine an oper-
ating theatre where a victim is being attended by three 
surgeons, each with a different speciality, each attending to 
a different critical injury…each convinced that the victim 
was ‘my patient’. Emergency planning must anticipate and 
address such situations, to identify who will decide who will 
be the lead surgeon. The decision is made by a senior 
nurse. 
The chilling thought remaining is that, however effective 
the planning, it is necessarily a response to ‘what happened 
last time’. The future can be another story. 

Music Appreciation Group 
 

Disregarding the weather forecast, Brian Smith returned 
from Deepest Devon to present a programme based on com-
posers with an anniversary in 2019. 
His choice was broad and eclectic: Von Suppe’s Light Cavalry 
Overture featured alongside Gilbert Vintner’s theme for 
BBC’s ‘Challenging Brass’. We learned of female composer, 
Barbara Strozzi, born in 1619, and reflected how male com-
posers have dominated the scene in the subsequent 400 
years. 
A fascinating aspect of his talk was the detail accompanying 
‘Royal Hunt and Storm’ from Hector Berlioz’ opera Les Troy-
ens. The sumptuous and outrageously exaggerated demands 
of the stage directions would tax CGI technicians and film 
makers, let alone the stage management at a Parisian opera 
house.  ’Over the top’ comes nowhere near it. 
Given the overnight snowfall, Brian’s return journey took an 
epic four- and three-quarter hours. Almost worthy of a Berli-
oz opera. 
In a departure from our normal repertoire, Mike Brown 
asked: ‘Folk Songs: Music or propaganda?’  Familiar songs 
like ‘Greensleeves’ and ‘Early One Morning’ featured along-
side the dubious morality of ‘Foggy, Foggy Dew’ and the 
impossible demands made of a true love going to 
‘Scarborough Fair’.  
Complex emotions and horrific consequences occurred ‘On 
the Banks of The Ohio’, and politics ran through ‘The Song of 
the Western Men’, ‘The Manchester Ramblers’ and ‘Will Ye 
No Come Back Again?’ Mike pointed out sadly that ‘Bonnie 
Charlie’ was long dead when the last song was written. 
‘Where Have All The Flowers Gone?’ sat alongside the poign-
ancy of ‘The Ellin Vannin Tragedy’ and bleak accounts of 
mining and mining disasters. The immediacy and impact of 
such tragic events was powerfully captured through simple 
words and music. 
An unexpected and eccentric item was ‘The Woad Song’. 
Written by a housemaster at Eton College, to the tune of 
‘Men of Harlech’, the song recounts the Ancient Britons’ 
tradition of fighting naked, dyed with woad. The song finish-
es with the rousing lines: 

 
March up Snowdon with our woad on, 
Never mind if we get rained or blowed on 
Never want a button sewed on. 
Go it Ancient B’s. 
 

Go it indeed. 
 
 John Gawthorpe 

Plea to U3A Members 
 

Could us Oldies and not so Oldies please look in all of 
our money boxes, purses, wallets, unused handbags 
and other hidey holes and check whether we still 
have old £1 coins hidden away? 
Since the new term started in January many Group 
Leaders have had old coins offered to them.   
Your own bank will be happy to exchange them for 

trendy 12 sided versions, 
but please don't make your 
Group Leader the person who 
has to go to the bank. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS  2019 

 
20th March  History of the Watercress Line 
 Speaker : Dr Becky Peacock 
 
 

7th April Fleet U3A Open Morning 
 Groups provide information about 

what they do 
 

15th May Universities 50 Years Ago 
 Speaker : Prof. Mark Cross 
 

19th June Contingency Planning at London 
Transport and Transport for London 
1969—2012 

 Speaker : Nick Agnew 
John Gawthorpe 

!!!   FIND US ON FACEBOOK NOW   !!! 
  
We have now created our own Fleet & District U3A 
Facebook page, which will be developed over time with 
your help and use. 
 
So please ‘LIKE’ and ‘FOLLOW’ our page.  Our page in 
Facebook can be found by putting ‘Fleet U3A’ in the search 
box at the top of a Facebook page. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brython
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woad
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Chair             Paddy Powell      chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Secretary          Alan Jones                  secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Treasurer          Neil Morley       treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Membership Sec      Fiona Godfrey       memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Group Leaders’ 
Liaison Sec          Leigh Palmer       groups@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Events Sec           Mike Brown      events@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Webmaster           Rod Marshall      webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Monthly 
Meetings Sec           John Gawthorpe       meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Newsletter           Sandy Redman       news@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Enquiries            Pat Welford       enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Minutes Sec                Barbara Jones            minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 
Venues Sec             Barbara Jones            venues@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Outreach Sec            Jenny Teagle       outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk 

COMMITTEE  
EMAILS 

Golden Girls 
 
Ashley Wild came to talk to us in February about how Hart 
District Council deals with our kerbside collections.  HDC 
works in conjunction with Basingstoke & Deane Borough 
Council.  Ashley is the Waste & Recycling Officer for Hart 
District Council.  
All our general waste goes to an incineration facility in 
Chineham, which converts it all to energy.  There are two 
further incinerators in Hampshire; one in Marchwood and 
another in Portsmouth.  These facilities safely incinerate the 
waste and use the heat from this process to create steam, in 
turn generating electricity which is fed to the National Grid.  
Each year these facilities create enough electricity to power 
over 50,000 homes.   
All our recycling (cans, plastic bottles, paper, card, tins and 
empty aerosols) are sent to one of two Material Recovery 
Facilities in the county, in Portsmouth and Alton.  Together, 
these two facilities are able to handle up to 157,000 tonnes 
of recyclables every year.  Materials are separated using a 
combination of manual and automatic processes, including 
magnets, conveyor belts and lasers, before being baled up 
and sent to private facilities to be turned into new products. 
All the green garden waste collected at Hampshire's recy-
cling centres, as well as that from any local collections, is 
taken to one of two composting sites in the county, Herriard 
near Basingstoke and Chilbolton near Stockbridge.  After 20 
weeks of composting the green waste, it is turned into a 
high quality soil conditioner and is available to buy at every 
recycling centre.  Together, the two sites process over 
100,000 tonnes of compost material every year.  
Very little goes to landfill now, only bulkier items, but Hamp-
shire is working to reduce this to as close to zero as it can.  
There is only one landfill site currently open.  However, the 
County Council is responsible for 11 closed former landfill 
sites, and has a duty to ensure that they are returned to 
nature as best as possible. 
Just a few pointers regarding recycling - all milk and drinks 
bottles can be recycled with their tops intact, if the bottle is 
squashed first and the cap fitted tightly.  All envelopes, even 
those with a cellophane window, can be recycled, as the 
paper is made into a soup, and the unwanted materials rise 
to the top, where it is skimmed off, including the ink.  No 
milk cartons or yoghurt cartons can be recycled yet, as they 
are made of mixed materials, nor can food trays.  However, 
HDC are continually looking at ways to increase the items 
that they can recycle.    
Ashley’s talk was very informative.  Who would have 
guessed that rubbish and recycling could be so interesting?     
 
              SUE HAWKINS 

GOM Skittles Night 13th February 2019: 

The event was arranged at The Jolly Farmer’s Skittle Alley 
Function Room, Blacknest. Both husbands and partners were 
invited. Twenty two persons attended from three Fleet U3A 
groups viz: Grumpy Old Men (12), Gentleman’s Debating 
Group (5) and last, but not least, Golden Girls (5). 

  
An event briefing was 
given by organiser 
Robin Cork. After-
wards, Jeffery Haw-
kins circulated his 
quiz. Once the even-
ing food had been 
eaten the quiz was 
held.  Ian Stephen-
son, GL for GOM or-
ganised a raffle which 
was won by Denise 
Fielding, the runner 
up was Mike Holliday 
with Terry McElarney 
third. After this, the 

Skittles tournament began in earnest. Two teams were cre-
ated by Duncan Meek with each team comprising 11 per-
sons. Four skittle rounds were held. Following this a Knock-
out contest was run. 
The results of all contests were as follows: 
 
Total scores at 4 rounds:   
Team 1 203 with Team 2 the winners at 255 having won all 
four rounds.  
The highest scorer for the evening was John Guerin of Team 
1 and GOM with 32, who also won the Knockout contest. 
 
Grateful thanks to all those volunteers:  Richard Fielding, 
Terry McElarney, Sue Meek, Ian & Jean Stephenson, Jeffrey 
& Sue Hawkins and Carolyn who kindly reset the Skittles and 
returned the balls to the start line. Duncan Meek operated 
the score board.  
A great night was had by all with a safe journey home. 
 
                              Brenda Cork 

Jazz Appreciation Group 

Two JAG sessions enlivened February for our members.  On 
the 7th, Graham Hix with his quintet played to an audience of 
70 odd people who enjoyed every moment.  I think we should 
name the band: Emma Mabin is the fine singer; Paul Deeley is 
on guitar; Peter Histon is on bass and bass guitar; and Godfrey 
Tetlow plays drums.  Graham is the boss.  He does the ar-
rangements, leads the band though them and plays (it seems) 
a whole range of instruments including complete orchestras 
on his keyboard setup.  The songs were all well known.  The 
band improves on each hearing and their repertoire continues 
to grow. 
 On the 21st, we enjoyed a master class in audio-visual 
presentation from Jerry Ward.  He took us through the life 
and career of Al Bowlly who was a big singing star in the 
1930s; he sang with numerous bands, made an enormous 
number of recordings and has a reputation that came to new 
life in recent years.  We watched fascinating films of the mu-
sic scene in the period, watched and listened to Al sing sever-
al well known tunes with which he is associated and heard 
about the ups and downs of his much-travelled life that in-
cluded a 5 year tour of Africa and South Asia as well as stints 
in America.  There were quite a few laughs along the 
way.  Thank you Jerry for a memorable morning. 
In March the JAG has 2 sessions: On the 7th Barry Appleton 
and David Maddock give us, respectively, half-sessions on 
Glenn Miller and British Trad, and pianist and composer 
Janette Mason visits on the 21st.  And on April 4,  Alan Mowat 
gives us his take on the Marsalis Brothers, Humph, Heath 
(Ted) and Hayes (Tubby).  There's plenty of room for U3A visi-
tors to come along and give us a try.  It's every other Thursday 
morning at 10.30 in St Philip & St James church on Kings Road. 
           

      Mike Rance 

 


