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FLEET & DISTRICT U3A 
Newsletter 

May 2019 

CHAT FROM THE CHAIR 
 
Hello again, 
An enormous ‘thank you’ to 
everyone concerned with making 
our open morning at the Harlington 
such a success. Our guest, Bob Duckmanton from the Third Age 
Trust (TAT), said he has attended many open events and ours 
was one of the best. When asked, he could offer me no 
suggestions on how to improve it! Group leaders and their 
teams set up some wonderful displays and spoke so 
enthusiastically about their interest areas that there was a 
really positive buzz all morning. I had a very jolly time listening 
to all the thanks and appreciation from grateful members and 
guests! A special ‘thank you’ must go to Mike Brown, our 
events secretary, for masterminding the whole event. This is 
the last open morning Mike will organise as he is taking a well-
earned rest from the committee in the autumn. He writes 
elsewhere in this newsletter about his role and wonders who 
will be taking up the events mantle next...  
Your committee have been investigating ‘Beacon’, a TAT 
membership management system designed for U3As. After 
careful consideration the committee agreed unanimously to go 
ahead with Beacon. It will allow us to manage our data and 
communication with members easily and efficiently. It will be a 
huge time saver for those who manage membership, finance 
and group information. Beacon is compliant with the new 
regulations on data privacy and it will ensure that we remain 
compliant with all legal requirements. Alan Jones, our 
secretary, is leading on this initiative and will be keeping you 
updated on progress. 
The next big event in our calendar will be the Performing Arts 
evening on June 11th at the Harlington. Many of our members 
are practising hard to perfect their presentations for you. This 
will be the first such event we have attempted and will 
celebrate our 25th anniversary as a U3A in Fleet. Let’s make it a 
huge success and subsequently an annual event, as a showcase 

for our talented performers.     Paddy 

    
Newsletter deadline :   5 p.m. 
    Friday 24th May 2019 
   Next issue date :  Sunday 9th June 2019 

 

Please try and restrict your articles to fewer than 350 words 

!!!  IMPORTANT FOR GROUP LEADERS  !!! 
The Newsletter will now be distributed directly to all 
members via the Beacon System. Please ensure that 
any member of your group(s)  without an email address 
has an opportunity to read the Newsletter.  If possible, 
take a printed copy to your meetings. Tell your 
members that it can be found on our website. 
(www.fleetu3a.org.uk). 

GROUP LEADERS’ MEETINGS 2019 

18th  June         New Group Leaders Meeting (see Page 4) 
5th July  :           Group Leaders’ Lunch (VHHW) 
21st August  :   2019/20 Group Enrolment  Day( CHE)  

EVENTS  2019 

11th June : Performing Arts Evening (HAR) 
21st August : Group Enrolment for 2019-20 

11:00 (CHE) 

VISITS 2019 
27th  June : Athelhampton Manor 
21st July : New Forest Show 

Visits 2020 
26th January : ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ at Sonning Mill 
4th August:  Edinburgh Tattoo 
dtc  September: 3 night Derbyshire Stay 

Important – Membership Renewal and Fleet U3A Membership system (Beacon) 

In Fleet U3A we have recently implemented a new membership system called Beacon that allows you as members to do much 
more online, for example: 

 You can keep your contact details up to date by being able to view and update your own Fleet U3A membership record.  
Please take the opportunity to check that the contact details we hold for you are correct. 

 You can renew your membership online by debit card, credit card or by using a Paypal account.  Please note you do not 
need to have a Paypal account if you want to use a debit or credit card to pay for your membership. 

 When the membership renewal notices are sent to you in June, if you renew your membership online using the Beacon 
membership system, you do not need to complete and post back a membership renewal form. 

 If you wish to pay by Bank Transfer or Cheque you cannot renew via Beacon and you do need to complete and post back 
a membership renewal form, updating any of your contact details as necessary. 

You can log into your Beacon Membership account using the following information to identify yourself:  Membership Number, 
Forename, Surname, Postcode and Email address. 
A link to our Beacon membership system is being added to the Fleet U3A website at www.fleetu3a.org.uk in the Members sec-
tion.  Alternatively you can use the link http://tinyurl.com/FleetBeacon in your web browser. 
If you haven’t registered your Email address with Fleet U3A or have changed your Email address then please contact Fiona our 
membership secretary via Email at memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk so that she can update your record.   An Email address will allow 
you to access the Beacon membership system and in the future we will also distribute the Newsletter directly to all members 
who have an Email address registered.        Alan Jones, Secretary  

http://tinyurl.com/FleetBeacon
mailto:memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk
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Model yacht racing - John Sturgeon 

Skiing - Julie Wing 

The Photographic Group 

The photographic group is now gearing up for its end of year 
competition with Hartley Wintney U3A and then the public 
exhibition held in conjunction with the calligraphy group. The 
exhibition will be held in the Hart shopping centre (formerly 
Cafe Giardino) on 21st June between 10:30 and 4:00pm - all 
are welcome to choose their favourite image or to have a go 
at calligraphy. 

Every month the members are set a photographic theme, last 
month it was "My Hobby" and below are several images sub-
mitted by the members.                                Mike Carrington 

Focused on stamps - Peter Fennell 

 

The Steam & Transport Group  

The Steam & Transport Group meets monthly during the 
Autumn and Spring terms. 
The first meeting of the year is always a members’ meeting 
at which members are invited to bring picture material from 
their expeditions during the previous twelve months. This 
year we had a good selection of pictures from Ron Fisher’s 
visit to the Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railway for the 
Hunslet 125 event last June. 
During the year we have had talks on the history of the Lon-
don Underground, Reminiscences of a Railwayman, Railways 
in Alsace, History of Gresley Locomotives and concluded with 
a non-railway talk by one of our members on the History of 
Steam at Sea. 
Resulting from the London Underground talk, a group of 
members made a visit to the London Transport Museum 
Depot at Acton in west London. Here the London Transport 
Museum keeps many thousands of vehicles and objects that 
cannot be displayed 
at Covent Garden. 
The depot houses 
many underground 
trains and buses 
some of which are 
taken out for special 
days. They also have 
hundreds of signs 
and maps from 
different eras of the 
underground. It was interesting to compare the early map 
with the later Beck diagrammatic map that we all know to-
day. Photography in the museum was very difficult because 
so many items are 
packed in together, 
however here is a se-
lection of vintage bus-
es and an early Metro-
politan railway map.  
Next year’s pro-
gramme will begin on 
2nd October. If you are 
interested in transport 
and railways in particu-
lar please come along to the Baptist Church Hall in 
Basingbourne Road at 2.30pm.      Brian Armes 

Cookery Group 
 
The U3A Cookery group had a very successful Open Day 
with six new people expressing interest in joining us in-
cluding one ‘U3A member-to-be’. 
This month we are exploring what can be done with Lamb, 
including Moroccan, Welsh and English traditional dishes. 
    Carole Brown & Jackie 

Wordsmith 

Third Age can have the following interpretation:- 
When old age is viewed as a period of opportunity for 
learning something new or for other new developments 
and experiences. 
 
So the question arises … Have you thought what you are 
going to enrol for in the next Fleet U3a year? 

Enrolment Day is Wednesday 21st August 2019 at Church 
on the Heath, Elvetham, Fleet between 11.00—12.30 

Thought :- 

Is a will a dead giveaway? 

What was the best thing before sliced bread? 
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U3A Beginners Photography Course 
The course provides an opportunity to better understand the 
controls on a digital camera together with the basic princi-
ples of photography and editing. This is undertaken in an 
informal and friendly atmosphere.  
Sessions are well structured and are pitched at an appropri-
ate level for beginners with various levels of experience and 
models of digital cameras. As well as informative presenta-
tions on taking photographs in various genres (e.g. land-
scapes, close-ups, portraits), members also gain practical 
experience identifying and using the controls and settings of 
their own camera. They can also put into practice the skills 
discussed at each session by submitting digital examples of 
photographs that they have taken themselves. 
By the end of the course, as well as a better understanding of 
camera settings and photography principles, greater confi-
dence is gained to hopefully improve, expand and experi-
ment with the range and quality of pictures taken.  
             

 
The course is ideally suited for those wishing to obtain a 
better understanding of basic photography, without the po-
tential of being overwhelmed or intimidated by the greater 
detailed technical or theoretical information that would be 
contained in a more advanced course.  
        Ray Wheeler & Graham Mist 

Camelia  by  Jenny Kennedy Swing Bridge by Deborah Day 

Shakespeare Group 
As We Liked It: Fleet’s Shakespeareans at the RSC 

The RSC in Stratford has set itself the goal of performing all of 
Shakespeare’s plays within a six year period.  
Currently the repertoire includes ‘As You Like It’, well known 
if only for the ‘Seven Ages of Man’ speech.  
As one critic aptly remarked, it was ‘a bonkers trip to the For-
est of Arden’. I’m relieved to report that  the party from Fleet 
U3A steered clear of the lunacy, and behaved very well for 
Mike our excellent  Group Leader. 
This was a ‘gender neutral’ production, so it was compelling 
to experience Sophie Stanton as Jaques giving a different 
perspective on some of the most well-known speeches in the 
language. 
An extra dimension was created by casting Charlotte Ar-
rowsmith as Audrey. This required her forlorn would be lover 
William – played by Tom Dawze – to go through the agony of 
interpreting her sign language to his rival, Touchstone (an 
outrageous Sandy Grierson). Lucy Phelps was born to play  
Rosalind, and did so with great energy and warmth. 
The Shakespeare Group is currently considering which plays 
to study in 2019 – 2020: ‘and thereby hangs a tale’.  
 
       John Gawthorpe 
 
New members are always welcome.      

Calligraphy Group 

The group have been involved in several projects including 

special trees and insignias or emblems of state as illustrated 

by the two pieces by Len Summers and Vicky Austin. 

      Lynda Gibbons 

Pilates Groups 
We’re seeking new people to join our groups since many of 
the regulars are going on extended summer holidays this 
year. 
Pilates improves flexibility, builds strength and develops 
control and endurance in the entire body.  It puts emphasis 
on alignment, breathing, developing a strong core, and im-
proving coordination and balance. 
What to wear? 
Loose, comfortable clothing – jogging bottoms, t-shirts, 
socks, fleece or cardigan if it’s a bit cool.  Exercises carried 
out in stocking feet, so no special footwear needed. 
What to bring? 
Exercise/yoga mat (or large beach towel), small pad/cushion 
or folded up towel to place under head, stretchy dynaband 
or long scarf. 
Cost? 
“Taster” fee of £3.00 for one session.  Afterwards payment is 
required “up front” for remainder of 
term.  Price will be determined by Week 
2 of term. 
If anyone is interested please contact: 
   Jean Stephenson
     
01252 657411 
07796063661 
jeanstephenson@ntlworld.com 

Strollers Group 

The Strollers are strolling. 

I am delighted to report that we are strolling for the first 
time on May 13th. 
The interest from members has been very enthusiastic! 
Twelve strollers are “game” to participate to date.  
The emphasis is on enjoyment, company and of course re-
freshment. If you want to join in please contact me for fur-
ther details.                                                     Happy strolling 
      Jenny Teagle 
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U3A National Newsletter 

 

Sign up to receive the new national newsletter at  

https://u3a.org.uk/email  
for U3A stories, events, advice, opportunities and more.   

New Group Leaders Meeting—18th June 2019 
 
At the GL meeting last October, which incorporated a ses-
sion for new GLs, it was thought that it was a little late for 
the new GLs as they had by that time already taken up the 
reins including enrolling new group members at Group En-
rolment day. 
So, this year, we have brought forward the induction session 
and this will take place on the 18th June at the Church on the 
Heath – Calthorpe room starting at about 10 30 AM. 
The purpose of the meeting is to help new, nearly new, or 
potential GLs on the way we do things. There will be a pow-
er point presentation explaining the key parts of the GL 
handbook. 
If as a GL you are taking over a group next Autumn, starting 
a new group , have started in the recent past or thinking of 
standing down and would like a prospective GL to come 
along then please do so. Either way all are welcome. 
All I would ask is to let me know if you or any nominees in-
tend to come along.            Leigh Palmer 

Events Secretary Required  A Plea for Volunteers 
 
Our Chairman has been asking for volunteers to join the 
committee and help run our U3A.  So far this seems to have 
fallen on deaf ears or sightless eyes.  With 1900 members in 
Fleet U3A, is there no one willing to commit a few hours per 
month to keep it running? 
At the next AGM in October, three of the committee will be 
retiring - Webmaster, Group Leaders Secretary and Events 
Secretary.  I have been the Events Secretary for the past 6 
years and, at the age of 76, would like to pursue other inter-
ests.  If no one volunteers to take on the role then the fol-
lowing events will not happen :- 
  - the Quiz Challenge in October 
  - the Christmas lunch in December 
  - the Inter U3A Quiz in March 
  - the Open Morning in April 
  - the Group Leaders lunch in July 
  - Group Enrolment morning in August 
When I took over the role I was given a manual on how to 
run these events by my predecessor, Eileen Harrington.  I am 
up-dating this.  I am also supported by my Events team who 
turn up at every event and by the Catering team who pro-
vide cream teas and lunch twice a  year. 
I have found running Events rewarding and it has enabled 
me to get to know many more people in Fleet.  So in the 
words of Delia Smith at a Norwich home game "Let's be 
'avin' yer!"     Michael Brown 

The Cycling Extra Group 

The Ride to Winchester Cathedral 

National Cycle Route 23 runs from Reading via Silchester to 
Basingstoke and then on to Winchester through Alresford. 
We caught the train to Basingstoke, and then cycled the 25 
miles to Winchester through a superb, but very hilly, coun-
tryside. Ten miles out, at Lower Wield, we arrived at Hatting-
ley Valley vineyard -the high point of the Ride in more senses 
than one- 650 feet above sea level and had an off- the- cuff 
description and discussion  of their activities- we even talked 
about Brexit! We bought a couple of bottles of chilled Fizz, to 
be consumed at the Winchester Cathedral Cafe, if they had-
n't exploded by then due to shaking on some rough roads. 
See us on https://www.instagram.com/p/BwZQdG7_mk/. 
From there Down, Down, Down to Alresford passing the wa-
tercress beds, and then through the pretty Itchen Valley, 
through two rabbit holes under the M3 and then down 
again, viewing the great bulk of the Cathedral in  the town 
centre from afar. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cyclists enjoying some ‘refreshments’ 
 
How did we get back? The train, of course. We don't use cars
- zero environment footprint!  HAPPY DAYS. 
      Malcolm Hitchcock 

Monthly Meetings  Programme 

May 15th:       Universities 50 years ago 
            Speaker: Prof Mark Cross   
June 19th:         Contingency Planning at London Transport 

and Transport for London 1969—2012 
 Speaker : Nick Agnew 

Calendar of speakers from September 
Sept 18th: The Gallipoli Campaign (the incompetence of 

Command) 
       Speaker:  Larry Bohanna  
Oct 16th:         The Fleet B I D 
  Speaker: Tracey Shrimpton 
Nov 20th:    AGM plus Fascinating Fungi, Friend or Foe?     
                           Speaker: Dr Peter Herring  

2020 
January 15th:  The Story of Berlin 1931 to 1989 
 Speaker: Alan Grace’      
February 19th  Fleet Pond 
 Speaker:  Colin Gray MBE   
March 18th         In search of Elgar 
 Speaker: Richard Wigram  
May 20th        Al Bowlly, Britain’s first  pop star  
 Speaker : Jerry Ward     
 June 17th    The Flying Girls  
 Speaker: Anita Mays       
          John Gawthorpe 

https://www.instagram.com/p/BwZQdG7_mk/


Page Five 

Visits Group 

For many the 272’ long Overlord Tapestry which depicted the whole of D-Day, in an embroidery which was started in 1968 and 

took 6 years to complete, was the high light of the recently refurbished D-Day museum visit. It was very humbling to hear vet-

erans on videos tell their memories of this historic day which was the start of the end of WWII. It was very hard for us young-

sters to imagine the horrors that our allies and our brave soldiers went through, as the displays and videos were very graphic. 

It is estimated that 15,500 troops landed on the Normandy beaches, with causalities estimated to be 10,000. There was so 

much to see and take in that a second visit for some will be a must. It was a timely visit as the 6th June sees the 75th anniver-

sary of D-Day. There is no special significance in the name, as D stood for day. The weather played a big part in the actual day, 

as there was a window of opportunity for us to take the Germans by surprise which we did to great affect, but with a high loss 

of life by all the troops, estimated to be 4,500.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mary Rose was involved in a very different war from WWII. Henry VIII watched from Southsea Castle (opposite what is 
now the D Day museum) as the Mary Rose sunk, we never did find out for certain was it cannon fire, the wind or turning too 
quickly that was the undoing of the Mary Rose.  
Walking along the’ Main Deck’ in the museum, the sound effects of the sea, creaking timbers and the enactments on the ship 

were quite eerie. The MR survived because half the ship was buried 
in the sand on the sea bed, this preserved much of the ship, which 
was raised in October 1982 as the nation watched on TV with bated   
breath. After nearly 17 years of investigation, the museum opened 
in 2016, with over 900 pieces of artefacts found in and around the 
MR, showed what life was like on board. The area where the MR 
was found is still protected to collect on going data and protect the 
remains for the future. 
The DNA section was amazing, as bones from possible crew mem-
bers were identified to come from Africa, Wales and other regions 
of the UK. A recent find was a large curved timber that when dried 
out will be attached to the Bow of the MR. 

A gold chain that had been presented by Henry VIII to George Carew Vice Admiral of the fleet just before the MR sailed, has 
never been found, even though gold is not affected by sea water. A museum volunteer said, ‘that it really would be a find.’   
Another wonderful visit. If you haven’t been on a U3A trip come and join in the friendship and fun soon.        Carole Matthews 
  

Jazz Appreciation Group            
 In April the JAG enjoyed two sessions. On the 4th, Alan Mowat presented two wonderfully entertaining, interesting and su-
perbly put together sessions.  The first was on the super-talented Marsalis family, all of whom play jazz as well as classically -
father Ellis and his four sons Branford, Winton, Delfeayo and Jason.  Is there something genetic in the musical success such a 
family, or is it all down to experience; is it nature or nurture? Probably a bit of both. The second featured three of Britain's 
best from the 50s and 60s Ted Heath, Humphrey Lyttelton and Tubby Hayes. A simpler idea was behind the Pop Into Jazz ses-
sion on the 18th. 15 pop music hits from the 60s and 70s were performed in fairly contemporary jazz versions. It turned out to 
be another nostalgic morning, with most members recalling the hits (if not the lyrics) as they listened to some pretty good jazz 
interpretations. 
Our first session in May, on the 2nd, was Marian Shattock's presentation on 'Triplets'. I'll tell you what Marian had in mind 
with this title in the June Newsletter. On May 16th the JAG hosts one of Britain's top flight jazz musicians the tenor saxopho-
nist Dave O'Higgins.  These events are usually highly revealing about the jazz life.  On the 30th, we have a ‘twofer‘ Glenn Wool-
laston highlights the jazz band's brass section in 'Brass Attitude', and Martyn Bennett showcases the work of the late Michel 
Legrand, who was a French composer, arranger, conductor, and jazz pianist.  
All U3A members are welcome to give us a try at the St Philip & St James church on Kings Road, every other Thursday morning 
starting at 10.30.             Mike Rance 
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!!!   FIND US ON FACEBOOK NOW   !!! 
  
We have now created our own Fleet & District U3A Facebook 
page, which will be developed over time with your help and 
use. 
 
So please ‘LIKE’ and ‘FOLLOW’ our page.  Our page in 
Facebook can be found by putting ‘Fleet U3A’ in the search 
box at the top of a Facebook page. 

Chair   Paddy Powell        chairman@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Secretary  Alan Jones        secretary@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Treasurer                        Neil Morley treasurer@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Membership Sec Fiona Godfrey        memsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Group Leaders’ 
Liaison Sec  Leigh Palmer        groups@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Events Sec  Mike Brown        events@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Webmaster  Rod Marshall        webmaster@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Monthly 
Meetings Sec  John Gawthorpe     meetings@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Newsletter  Sandy Redman        news@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Enquiries  Pat Welford        enquiries@fleetu3a.org.uk 

 

Minutes Sec                    Barbara Jones        minsec@fleetu3a.org.uk 
Venues Sec   Barbara Jones        venues@fleetu3a.org.uk 
 

Outreach Sec    Jenny Teagle        outreach@fleetu3a.org.uk 

COMMITTEE   
EMAILS 

Creative Writing Group 

Meeting Again by Richard Fuller 

She was on a mission. Butterflies tugged at her insides. She 
pulled on her baseball cap, hoping the disguise would work. 
Hoping she wouldn’t be mistaken for who she was. She had 
been putting this off for years. No longer could she prevari-
cate. Time wasn’t on her side. Old age was insidious but 
creeping up fast. She had to do it, for both their sakes. For 
one last time. Outside, the streetlights were on, darkness 
providing welcome cover. She pulled the door closed behind 
her.  
Hands thrust in trouser pockets, head down, she set off, a 
chunky powerful figure striding along the road, keeping to 
the shadows. She thought of the previous occasions. They 
had been happy times, uncomplicated times. They had both 
enjoyed those occasions. But time had passed, events over-
taken them.  
She had been planning this for a long time. It wasn’t easy to 
find an occasion when it would work. They were busy peo-
ple, and discretion had to be absolute, or both careers 
would be ruined.  There was a window of opportunity at the 
moment as his partner was abroad, visiting family. She, 
thankfully, had no such issues. Her only private passion was 
the piano, and the Steinway wouldn’t get jealous.  
Light rain was keeping people off the street, and allowed her 
to put an umbrella up to cover her face even more. She 
smiled as she marched along the deserted London streets. 
After a while the road-signs told her she was approaching 
Finsbury Park. Nearly there. She paused at the mouth of the 
street, leaned on a tree and surveyed the scene. Good, it 
was deserted. She hunched up under her coat hoping to 
hide some of her bulk from the inevitable cctv that she knew 
was watching. But no one would inspect the footage if noth-
ing emerged about what she was going to do. Keeping this 
under the radar was her security blanket.  
She checked her watch. It was time, she would be expected. 
She moved out, a dark figure on a dark night, strolling along, 
trying to look inconspicuous. Not that that would work if 
anyone saw beneath the cap and umbrella.  
Her luck held. She reached the gate unnoticed. The house 
was typical of the area, modest, unassuming, not really be-
fitting the occupant, but typical of them too. She pressed the 
bell, hearing the chimes of Big Ben from inside the hall. A 
smile crossed her face. Trust him to have that. She folded 
her umbrella and thrust her hands in her coat pockets to 
keep them warm. It was his favourite. He’d told her so the 
last time they’d got together. She’d found it recently at the 
back of her wardrobe, amazed that it still fitted. Fortunately 
fashion in those days had been for baggy clothes, but even 
so it was still a bit tight now. Her hand touched something in 
the pocket. She pulled it out, and studied it in the light leak-
ing through the glass. It was a packet of contraceptives, from 
back then. It made her grin. Well out of date now. Still that 
didn’t matter. Not now, not the wrong side of the meno-
pause as she was. She could feel the familiar tingle in her 
guts. He’s always had that effect on her, even now, with his 
grey hair and beard. She shivered in anticipation.  
The door opened.  

‘Hello, Jeremy,’ she said. 
‘Hello, Diane,’ he replied, a twinkle in his eye. ‘Do come in.’ 

©️RFuller 

 

Don’t forget to come along prior to the 

Monthly Meeting from 9:45 am for a coffee 

and a chat in the function room next to the 

main hall of the Harlington. 

Fleet U3A Exhibition 

21st June 2019 

10.30am to 4pm 

in 

the Giardino café area (opposite Ry-

mans) of the Hart Centre, Fleet.  

Display includes: 

Photography, Calligraphy  

Art 


